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NECESSITY 
OF 


Serious Conſideration, 
AND 


SegtEDyY REPENTANCE, 


As the only 
W AY to be SAFE 


BOTH 
LIVINGand DYING. 


Plalm 119. 59, 60. I thought on my ways , and 
trerned my feet unto thy teſtimonies; 
I made haſte, and delayed not to keep thy contmand- 


ment. 
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CHILDREN, 
"My dear Children, = 7, 
| HO this Plain Diſcourſe of The 
Neceſſity of SERIOUS CO mN- 


SIDERATION, and SPEEDY 
REPENTANCE, ſeemto me UE: 
ry neeaful tc marty, and #s therefore publiſhed,that 
all who need it, and page to make uſe of it, may 
have by them a friendly Rememebrancer ro 
put them in mind to take all due care of them- 
ſelves: Tet becauſe of the ſpecial Love and 
Care I ought to have for you, as I am yonr Fa- 
ther, I do in a more ſpecial manner commend it 
to you, as the very beit Advice I am able to give 
you; and ſeeing my life cannot now be m:ch low. 
ger, it may be the laſt. | 
If I have expedited from you the Duty of Obe- 
dient Children, it hath been always more for 
your ſakes thay mine own ; that you mizht Le 
ſharers in that ſpecial Promiſe which $7. Paul 
tells you belongs to them that Honour their Fa. 
ther and Mother, Epheſ. 6. 2, 3. And I (ball 
always reckon, that you very fully pay all that 
Honour which ou owe to me, ſo long as T ſee 
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you make it your chief buſineſs to fear God, and 
keep his Commandments, which is your 


whole Duty, Eccl. :2.13 Hononr always your 


Father which is in Heaven; azd be ſure you car 


do uo greater Honour than that ta your Parents ' 


rpon Earth. And as you may juſtly expect from 
me the Love and Care of a conn fe you 
ought to think, that I never better expreſs either 
of them towards you, than when, as the ſame 
St. Paul hath commanded me, I endeavoar to 
bring you up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, v. 4. For whatever elſe God ſhall 
enable me to do for you, in this I take care at 
bnce both of your Souls and: Bodies ; Godlineſs 
having the promiſe of the life that now is, and 
of that which is to come, t Tim. 4.8. 
'T dare not be confident, that I have not much 
fail'd you in this Duty of a Father, whilſt you 
were all at home with me, and under my eye. Net- 
ther can I now hope to have you again much with 
me whilſt I live, or indeed that I ſhall live much 
longer to take any care at all of you. The only 
way therefore that is nw left me, either to make 
you amenas for ſuch negleQs of you, as I may 
h 16 been at any time guilty of ;, or to teſtify 
”;y earneſt deſire, that you may be always happy 
1 the Service, and under the Bleſſing of Al- 
mighty God, the FATHER, SON, and 
HOLY GHOST, to whom you were in your 
Baptiſm dedica:cd ; is firlft, dazly ſo long as 1 
Ns | live 
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hue to pray for his Grace to guide axd govern 
you in the -ways of Truth and Holineſs ro Eter- 
nal:Life; azd'then to put into your hand the 
ſubſtance of all thoſe pious Inſtruftions which 
1 tould twer be able) to-grue you, were we to lzve 
here together tothe World's end. s 
"This, if I miſtake not, I heve already in ſome 
good meaſure done in three ſmall Books, viz. 
CHRISTIANITY IN SHORT: the 
SCRIPFURE-CATECHISM, and the 
COMMUNICANTS GUIDE. If.youte 
perfect in theſe, you will underſtand nh 
well both what you are to believe, do, delire, and 
hope for ; and will be «ble to reap more benefit ty 
+ the reading of ather more excellent Books, aud 
chiefly that Book of books, the Bo o « of 
GOD, which I do charge you with all the Au- 
thority of a Father, to read ſo long as you live, 
when not unavoidably hinder'd ( ſome part of 


it daily) ; and that with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs 


and attention of wind, with the devoutelſt Re- 
verence to the Great GO ÞD, whoſe Word it 
i, and with moſt earneſt Prayers to Him, to en- 
lighten your underſtandings by it, and to con- 
form your Wills wholly wat o it. 

* Conſider well all that you read or hear, and 
ſpeedily put iz prattice all that is your Duty to 
ao, ard caſt off every S1n withont delay ; As 
this Diſcourle will, 1 hote, convince you, it is 
altogether neceſſary for you 10 do. Hruins there- 
; + is 
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in ſaid fo much to you axd others joymly, I 
ſhall not need 10 4 much more now to you 


alone. Only let me adviſe you to bear this ah. 


ways in remembrance, That if you will be ſave 
it muſt be by obeying the Goſpel of JsSus 
CHRIST, ouronly Saviour, which you can+ 
pot do, but by denying your ſelves, by doing his 
will and nat your own; following his Rules, 
axd not the Cuſtoms and Faſhions of the Per- 
ſons, great or ſmall, amongſt whom you live. 
Our Wills are corrupt and perverſe, and the 
Multitude is always in the broad way to De» 
ſtruction. Tos have need of much Chriſtian 
courage to ſave your ſelves from this untoward 
Generation. O, as you love God and your ſelves, 
be neither aſhamed wor afraid to live as the 
few do, which are in the narrow way to Life. 
Steutly reſolve to be 4s indifferent for the 
World, 4s you ſee many zealous for it; and as 
zealous for God aud Heaven, «s you ſee others 
regardleſs of them. Pray fervently for ſtremgth 
to do as you reſolve; and then I doubt not, 
but you will be a comfort to me whilſt I live, 
and an Honour to me when 1 am dead; and 
when you are dead too, we ſhall all live together 
474in ju the Eternal Joys of Heaven, through 
Jzsus CHRIST our Lord, Amen, 
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The InTRoDucTiIoON. 


"]T\HAT Exhortation which St. Pe- 
ter hath given unto Chriſtians , 


2 Pet. 1. 10. To give diligence to 


| make their calling and elettion ſure, 
muſt needs appear at the very firlt hearing 
of it, ſo very re«/onable, and fo much for 
our Advantge every way, that one would 
think it ſhould be moſt readily embraced , 
and immediately put in practice by every one 
that loves himſelf. Can any one,' who hath 
any love for himſelf (as who: hath not in 
ſome ſenſe or other?) reſt himfelf content 
and well ſatisfied, ſo long as he apprehends 
himſelf to be in an #»/afe and dangerous Con- 
A (263 | dition, 
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dition, and knows a way how to come out of 
it? Is it not natural to all Men in ſuch a Caſe 
to beſtir themſelves, and to ſeek out dili: 
gently all the means of ſafety, and never to 
ceaſe from ſo doing , till they think them- 
ſelves as ſyre as Men can be, that all thedan- 
ger is over ; ahd that they need no longer to 
fear , either to loſe the good they /ove, or to 
ſuffer the Evil they abhor ? Yes, it is natu- 
ral enough to us all, to uſe as much, and 
oftentimes/a great deal more diligence, 'than 
it is either zeedful or fit for us to uſe, that 
we may ſecure the ſafety of our Bodzes, and 
even of the leaſt valuable parts of our Eſtates 
in this World ; which yet it is not in our 
power to do, tho we do all that ever we 
can to -that - purpoſe. But. alas! we are 
ſo far from uſing any ſuch diligence in 
endeavouring to make ſyre to our ſelves 
our Eternal Happineſs, (tho we may be 
always' as ſure, that we ſhall have. gow? 
er to do this, as we are that we fincere- 
ly endeavour it) that we hardly once cons 
ſider, that. we are in any danger of- lo- 
fling it. Pl 
Surely- it will be granted by all, That a 
bleſſed-Life for ever in Heaven, after this very 
ſhort and very troubleſome Lite on Earth ſhall 
be at an end, is a very deſirable thing; and 


tuch as one cannot but delire, when he hath 
well 
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well conſider'd, That there it may be had, 
but- here 'it canhot. And tho' there may: be 
ſome, who-do not yet believe, that ſuch a.life 
of - eternal Bleſſedneſs is to be had in Heaven 
after Death ; yer 1 dare ſay, that even theſe; 

ſeeing rhey- know they muſt ſhortly die, 
could heartily wiſh it might be ſo. Icannot 
eafily be perſuaded to think, that any one 
can hate Life for any thing elſe bur the frow- 

bles and the miſeries which he finds itcannot 
be without :' And therefore I believe, that 
no Man would willingly de, and be no more 
for ever, ſuppoling it poflible that he. may 
live again for ever without any ſuch #roubles 
or miſeries. Now every one knows, that he 
muſt die, and that it cannot be long ere he 
muſt- live. no.more here 3 and therefore no 
Man can chuſe but wiſh,. that, if it be:poſſh- 

ble, he may live again : Eſpecially if he may 
be ſure, both to live a happy lite, and to die 
no more. 

And blefſed for ever be our Lord JESUS 
CHRIST, who-.hath given us aſſurance, 
that there is ſuch a Life prepared for all that 
are his faithful followers | He hath aboliſhed 
death, and hath bronoht life and immortality 
to light through the Goſpel, 2 Vim. I. 10. And 
being Himſclf the way, the truth, and the 
life, Joh. XIV. 6. hath pointcd out unto us the 
narrow way which leadeth unta life, Mat. VII 14. 
And 
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And this is no other but the way of God's 
Commandments, Rev. XXII. 14. Bleſſed are 
ehey that do his commandments, that they may 
have ripht to the tree of life. Wholſoever 
therefore deſires an eternal bleſſed Life after 
Death, and has a miad to make it ſure unto 
himſelf, muſt make haſte to get into this 
way, and be very careful to keep it ſo long 
as he lives. He mult get into this way, be- 
cauſe there is no other way to Life ; and 
he muſt make haſte to get into it, becauſe 
Death follows him every day at his Heels, 
and he knows not how ſoon it will be up- 
on kim ; and if he get not into the way of 
Life before it overtakes him, he muſt die 
and be miſerable for ever. And he muſt 
be ſure to keep it all the days of his pre- 
ſent Life, becauſe whenever he goes out 
of it, he is in the way to eternal.Death. 
The time of this preſent Life ( how ſhort 
ſoever it may be) 1s to be lookd. npon as 
the only :ime of making an eternal Life ſure 
unto us. If we let this #ie paſs over us be- 
fore we are prepared for that Eternity, it is 
like to prove unto us an Eternity of Sorrows. 
Now are we travelling toward (God our Hap- 
pineſs, and thoſe heavenly Manſons, which 
- the Eternal Son of God, and our only Save 
our is gone before to prepare for us; and 


where we hope to be for ever with the 
Lord. 
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Lord. Whilſt we Jive, we are but in the 
way, and not at home in our Country : Here 
have we no continuing city, but we ſeck one io 
come, Heb. XIII: 14+ And the ſame bleſſed 
JESUS, who hath open'd the Gate of 
Life unto us by his own Deatb and Reſur- 
redtion, and 1s our only ſure Guide unto it, 
hath acquainted us with two ways, and no 
more, that we can walk in whilſt here we 
live ; the braed way to Deſtreftion, wherein 
o the Multitude ; and the arrow way to 
Tife, wherein but few walk: If then we 
ſtep out of the oxe way, we muſt needs be in 
the other ; for there is na widale Path to be 
found, wherein we may walk, and neither 
to Life nor Deftratiion. The broad way 
s that of Mex's Luſts, wherein there is Le 
titude enough ; and the »&rrow way is the way 
of. God's Commanaments; and a Man mutt 
be very ſtric# and wpright in his walking 
therein, and muſt not ſwerve either to the 
Right-hand or to the Lefr, if he have a 
mand to be ſafe. 
It ſeems (T-muſt needs ſay ) one of the 
[t things in the World ta me, that 
we all ſhould be fo exceedingly concern'd, 
as at overy. tura we ſhew our felves to be, 
about our living /sfe/+ and comfortably in this 
preſent World ; fo that we cannot hear the 
taſt ill news, but it puts us quite out of hu- 


mour ; 


s The Introduftion. 


mour ; and we are all in fears what will bes 
come of us: And yet ſo very few amongſt 
us ſeem to have any- concernment at all up. 
on them, what ſhall- become of rhem when 
they die! I confeſs, if Men could be any way 
aſſured, that there is nothing at all to be ex- 
peed after-Death, I ſhould che leſs wonder; 
that their whole concern ſhould be for this 
Life ; becauſe I'know nothing eiſe that they 
ſhould be concern'd for. But ſeeing it is ar 
impoſſible thing, that any ene ſhould be 
aſſured of that. and ſeeing 'we have all the 
aſſurance that Men c2n haveof the contrary, 
to wit, \ That an endleſs ſtate-'of either Hap» 
pineſs or Miſery ſhall follow '-our ſhort lift 
here : what an unaccountable madneſs ſeertis 
this to be,. which has ſo generally pofſefs'd 
us, tobe ſo concern'd, how' we ſhall fare for 
a few ':ays heve,' and altogether as regard- 
leſs ( for ſo the moſt of us ſeem to be ) how 
it ſhall go-with us for everniore ! Whente 
can this proceed, but from #c9fideration, of 
want of thinking on things as' Men ſhould 
do? If we did really think in earneſt; what 
we are, whence we came, what wt have here tb 
do, how ſoon we ' may and muſt 70 hence ; whi- 
ther we are togo, and what fot finally becomie 
of «us; we muſt needs become a little more 
ſerious and provident both, than now we are 
and how little «ſſutance '{oever we _— 
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awhat :is to: come; we. would |be cohcern'd. a 
title, ſo to bebave our ſelves in this World, 
as-we-.might !go-out:of it 'withi this Com: 
fort at leaſt; That if we: cah be _ſare of no 
good after Death, yet we ſhould :not need to 
= any evil." » Any:;ons:that is.wile, if he 
aye.no hopes.:to'he Fdappy, wauld. yet take 
a.counſe.to be &xfe-: And yer: ( God knows, !. 
tha generaliryiof: Peaple;are. far ſhort of this 
Wixldam.. - Al; we:ſeem:to mind; is ſome'};t> 
th; thitg. that -we takeipleaſure in for the 
preſent zaand all our care! is, not to loſe thar; 
whatever it, be, ſo long ak:welive:i.iBut wa 
ſo little think of what either ſba/ be, or may 
be after Deatlr; yea, and ( what's ſtranger, 
conſidering we know it {o well) we ſo little 
think, that we are every moment ſtepping: 
towards the Grave, and that the next ſtep 
we take, for ought we know, may be into 
it ; that Death /«rpriſech moſt of us, when 
ever it.comes ; and how ſlowly ſoever, through 
God's wonderful forbearance, it come; yet 
it ſteals upon us «aware, and takes us w- 
prepared, and ſo proves ( what we are well. 
_ to pray againſt) a ſudden' Death to 
moſt of us; and it there be any thing worſe 
thn 4Þther after Death ( as certainly there 
IS both a better and a worſe than any thing 
can be in this World) we are ſure of it. 
To make rs a little more ſenſible of this 
| great 
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great folly, and to ſhew us what courſe we 
are to take, if we have any mind to do our 
ſelves good, or. have no mind to make our 


ſelves miſerable for ever, is the deſign of 


this Difcourſe. Aad I ſhall divide it into 
'Two Parts. In the former of which I 

ſhew the Neceffity of a Seriow Confiderast- 
oi, and give ſome few 1'ireQions for it. In 
the later ſhall. be ſhewn the Danger of Dy- 
laying our Repent ante, and an Exhorration 
given to make haſte to live well, that ws 
may be always rcady to die-well ; and ſo wald 

fure of Life feernal, DE jw” 4 
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OF 


CONSIDERATION: 


E that would make ſure of eter. 
= nal Life, and eſcape everlaſtitig 


Torments, muſt take care to dd 

it in this World, before he be call'd 
out of it by Death: For the time of _ 
preſent Life is the only time which Go 
hath given us to prepare our ſelves for Etet- 
nity ; and as we behave our ſelves now; {0 
muſt we expect to fare for ever. And tis 
beft courſe that we tan be direCted to take; 
that we may be ſure of Eternal Bleſfedneſs, 
is the fame which David tells us he took; 
Pſalm CXIX. 59, 60: in theſe words : 
thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto 
thy teſtimonies: I made haſte, end delayed not 
to keep thy rommandments. Whete we ars 
to obſerve both! what he did; and what hs 
did rfot. 
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1. That which he did was this : Firſt, 
He thought on his ways. He enter'd into a 
Serious Confideration of his own courſe of 
Life, that he might underſtand thereby, 
what his preſent State and Condition was ; 
and whether ſuch a Lite was agreeable to 
the Law of God or no; and conſequently, 
wherher it would bring him to Happineſs 
or Miſery. And, Secoxdly, Having conli- 
de:cd this well, He turned his feet unto God's 
Teſtimonies; and he made haſte to keep his 
Commendments. Whatſovever he found a- 
miſs: in himſelf, he immediately correQed 
it by a ſpeedy Repextance , regulating his 
whole Converſation hencetorward by the 
right. Rule thereof , the Commandments of 
God, | 

2. That which he did not, was this: He 
delayed wot to keep God's Commandments. Or, 
as ſome render it, he was not troubled, or 
diſturb'd' in mind about it; or he had no 
diſpute within himſelf, Whether he ſhould, 
or he ſhould not; or whether he ſhould do 
it juſt now, or ſtay till ſome other time ; but 
without any delay, or driving it off from 
day to day, or ſv much as one moment 
longer, he preſently ſet himſelf tothe keep- 
ing of God's Commandments. He did not, 
as Felix did, Afts XXIV. 25. who when he 
had heard St. Paul reaſoning of Righteonſneſs, 
empe- 
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Temperance, and TJudgmezt to come, was 10 
far concern'd, as that he fell z :rembling ;; 
but yet put off the farther coſideration of 
what he had then heard, to a more conves 
nient time: Go thy way, faith he, for 1hs 
time; when 1 have a more convenient eaſon, I 
will call for thee. A {ſeaſon which, as far as 
we know, he never found. David was wt- 
ſer for himſelf than ſo : He had not only 
confider'd his ways, bur alſo the uncertain- 
ty of his life. He knew that he had not 
time at his command, he could not make it 
ſtay his leiſure ; therefore he took it whulſt 
it was there ; conlidering withal, that the 
time preſent 1s always the moſt convenient 
ſeaſon for doing that, which if it be not done 
before he die, he mult periſh everlaſtingly. 

We have theſe two things then in rhis 
good Example to imitate; x. His Conſite- 
ration. 2. His Reformation. The later of 
theſe is the ſure way to God and Bleflednefs ; 
but we are never like to come into it, bur by 
the former. And therefor: I ſhall com- 
mend this, in the firſt place, to all that have 
a delire to be ſafe. Concerning Conſiderations 
I ſhall ſhew, rx. What it is. 2. What ate 
the Evils of Inconfideration. 3- What 
cluefly ' cauſeth the negleQ of it. 4: Whiat 
are the rhings we ſhould conſider; 
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SECT. Ht 
What Conſideration ts. 


Eſigning this Diſcourſe principally for 

| the leſs-underitanding ſort of People, 
I find it neceſlary, in the firſt place, to tell 
them, what is meant by Conſideration. And, 
I ſuppoſe, ſuch Perſons will beſt underftand 
me, when I ſay, That to coxſider a thing, is 
very ſeriouſly to think of it. I ſay, it 1s to 
think of it very ſeriouſly, as much as the 
thing deſerves to be thought of. To un- 
derſtand this more perfeQly, let us enquire 
into two things. 


1. What kind of things they are which 
deſerves our ſerious thinking on. 

2. What kind of thinking it 15 that de- 
ſerves the name of Conſideration. 


I. What kind of things they are which 
deſerve our fſcrious thinking on. It is not 
every thing that deſerves to have a Man's 
{ſerious Thoughts, or which can be thought 


worthy of his Care, and fit for him to bulſie - 


is Head much about. Burt the things which 
a Man {hould ſeriouſly think upon, are ſuch 
| things, 
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things, as we are wont to call conſiderable 
things; matters of ſome weight, and of ſome 
concernment to him one way or other ; and 
eſpecially ſuch as are of greateſt concern- 
ment. They ſhould be ſuch as it may do 
one ſome good to think on; and the fſerj- 
ous thinking of which, may make him the 
Wiſer, the Better, or the Happier. There 
are ſome things of ſo little worth or con- 
cerament to us, that they are not worth much 
thinking on; and there are ſome things ſo 
unintelligible to us, that it is to no purpoſe 
to think much of them ; and there are ſome 
things that are ſo wholly above our power 
of ordering, that it can no way avail us to 
be much concern'd in our Thoughts about 
them. But there are, beſides theſe, rhings, 
whereof if we do not think much, we muſt 
needs be Fools, or Wicked, or Miſerable ; and 
theſe ought to be much and ſeriouſly thought 
on. Yet ſuch is the vanity of our Minds, 
that we are apteſt to trouble our Heads moſt 
about thoſe things, the much thinking 


whereof brings us nothing but trouble and 


vexation, How happv were it for us, if 
we could never think of many of thoſe 
things, which our Thoughts do uſually run 
moſt upon ! And in thinking whereof we 
waſte the far greater part of our Life, ei- 
ther to little, or to a bad purpoſe ! 1t would 
3 be 
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be our great eaſe, and advantage too, to 
think no more on theſe things, than only 
to conſider that they deſerve not, and there- 
fore ſhould not have our ſerious Thoughts. 
As any thing is of more or leſs »/e and 
goncerument to us; as it may more or lels 
conduce to make us Wiſe, or Good, or Hap- 
Py; as the thoughts of it may more oc lels 
help us to live as we ought to do, in our 
agty to God or Man in this life, or to come 
to Eternal Life when we go out of this ; 
ſo is it more or leſs to be ſeriouſly chought 
on. And in like manner, whatever things 
may make us worſe or more »2ſerable, and 
may be hindrances and obſtruitors either of 
our duty or happineſs, are accordingly to the 
hurt more or icls which they, may do us, to 
be more or leſs made the Objects of our e- 


rious Thoughts; So that whatever things: 


they be, that may not be either »ſeful or 
burtful to us, and the more or leſs fo, as we 
either do, or do not. thiak upon them, are to 
be look'a on as things not at all coxfiderable ; 
and therefore no more to be thought on, 
than mult needs be, when they come into 
orr Heads whether we will or no; aad 
then are they to be thought on with all - 
adiffereacy uaginabie, 

The things then that are of coxcerament tO 
us, and for that confiacrable, are all ſuch as 
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we may be better or worſe for, ſuch as God 
may be honour'd or diſhonour'd' by ; ſuch as 
may help: or hinder us to be good, and to do 
good inthis World ; or may prepare or nnfit 
us for- everlaſting Bleſſedzeſs. Hence the 
concerns of the Sow/ are more to be thought 
on than: the concerns of the Body ; Publick 
concerns more than 'Private, relating to this 
World:only ; Spiritzal and Heavenly things 
more than things Carnal and Earthly; Erer- 
ual concerns more than Temporary ; and God, 
who is infinitely above all, and whoſe both 
Honour 'and Favour is of nearer: concern- 
ment to us than all things, is to be thought 
on. more than all things. Such are: the 
things which molt deſerve our ſeriors. think- 
Ing ON. 6k 
2, Let us now ſee, what kind of think- 
ing 1t is, ' that can deſerve the name of 'Cox- 
fideration. - Or , how- are theſe conſiderable 
things to be thought upon'ſo, as that we may 
be truly faid to coxfider them. Tt is certain, 
that every ſort of thinking is not to be ac- 
counted :conſtderixg.'. We have all of - us a 
thouſand rambling thoughts of many things, 
which we take A little into conſideration, 
that we can give very little account how we 
came to think of them ; and often can hard- 
ly remember that we did fo at all, Whilſt 
we are awake always, and ſometimes when 
B 4 | we 
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we are aſleep, our Heads are full of thoughts, 
which are very buſie, or rather playing, e- 
yen whether we will or no, about a multitude 
of little things, which we never thought 
worth one hours conſideration. As in 4 
Market-crowd a Man may ſee a hundred 
Faces, and give every one he meets with a 
{lig'ir Gaod-morrow, Or a How-d' you ; and he 
hath: ſome thoughts ( ſuch as they are) of 
every one, and yet takes nofarther notice of 
them, theſe being Perſons he is not then 
concern'd with. His buſineſs which bro 
him thicher, is the only thing he thinks of 
then in good earneſt : So moſt of the: thi 
we think of, we do but remember at moit, 
or occaſionally and accidentally they come inta 
our minds ; but as they come, ſo they go : 
Like to a thing that paſſeth by us in haſte; 
we ſee it as it paſſes, and think bur very lit- 
tle of it ; but as we loſe the ſight of it, fo 
do we the thoughts of it too; and are no 
more concern'd about it, than as if we had 
never ſeen it,or as if there had never been ſuch 
a thing. The thinking of a thing which may 
be call'd Corſideration, is a defigned, con- 
cerg'd, leiſurely, ſerious and thorough thinking 
re 1: 3 

' 1, It is a defppzed thinking, with a full 
urpoſe of mind ta inform our ſelves better 
he ut jt ; a ſummoning up of our Fnongny 
3: hh ety HE Sat 
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and a diligent ſetting them on work. Ir is 
not a thought that a Man hits on by chance, 
and which ſtays with him a while, tho' he 
never intended it ; but that which is ſought, 
choſen, and invited. As 'tis faid, P/2/. I1. 2. 
The kings of the earth ſet themſelves, and the 
rulers rake counſel together. So a Man muſt 
fee himſelf to conlider, to adviſe with, and 
take counſel of his own Reafon. This is 
an uſual thing with moſt Men in any great 
Difficulty or Danger which they apprehend, 
to ſet themſelves to thiak and contrive 
what courſe is fitteſt for them to take. Nei- 
ther. will any wife Man negle& this. And 
why ſhould notwe ſer our ſelves to conſfpder 
and coptrive for our ſafety, who mect with 
daily ſo many difficulties in -our way to 
Heaven, and are 1n fo great danger to come 
fhorr of it ? 

2. Itis a coxcerned thinking, as about that, 
the near and great concernment whereof to 
our ſelves we are very ſenfible of. We of- 
ten think of things without any refle&ion 
an our ſelves, as upon matters that no way 
touch us. But we are not apt to be very ſe- 
ri0us about them, unleſs we apprehend our 


ſelves ſome way or other concerned in them. 


When David had determined evil againſt 
Nabal, Abigail's Servants deſired her to 5ox- 
faer nell of it, 1 Sam. XXV. 17. Now there- 


fore 
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fore know and conſider, what thow wilt do; for 
evil is determined againſt our maſter, and a- 
gainſt all bis houſhold. She was to think of 
it as a matter that concern'd the Safety and 
Welfare of hes ſelf and Family. And thus 
' the P/almift ſpeaking in God's Name to the 
wicked, Pſal. L. 22. Now conſider this, ye that 
forget God, leſt I tear you in pieces, and there 
be none to deliver. If we will paſs our time 
in Peace and Comfort, we muſt not. for- 
get, but think much and :very concermtdly 
of God ; conſidering well what it lieth us 
upon to live conformably to. his Will, thar 
we may never. fall under his diſpleaſure. . 

- .3. It is. a-leiſurely thinking, a taking 
time. to view! and obſerve a thing exaQly, 
together with all its circumſtances, its con- 
veniences or wmconveniences, and .all the-e- 
vils or goods which attend it. Sudden 
Thoughts little deſerve the name: of Confi- 
deration. Ir is a laying things..in order in 
our thoughts, wath a . deſign to conclude 
from them . what may be,. or ought to the 
done or expected by us. Conſider of it. take 
advice, and ſpeak your minds, lay the Iſrae- 
lites one to another in the Lewvires caſe, Jude. 
XIX. 3c. Ando ſaid E/zhu to Fob, Hearkes 
unto this, O Fob, ftand ſtill, and conſider the 
wanarous works. of God, Job. XXXVII. 14. 
Ti.cre is implied 1n it, Firſt, A preparing 
the 
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the Mind for it, by awakening it, and ſir- 
ring it up from the bed of ſecurity, and an 
unthinking temper ; ſuch as the mind of ha» 
bitual Sinners 1s even always 1n, in relation 
to Spirital things, and of Eternal concern- 
ment. Riſe up Balak, and hear, ſaid Balaam 
to him, Nam. XNXIIL. 18. Put the Mind 
into an attentive and conſidering poſture. 
And then, Secozdly, A laying alide all. o- 
ther buſineſs which may ciſturb our thoughts, 
or interrupt them ; ſhunning all diſtracting 
or diverting Objects, ſilencing all tronble- 
ſome Aﬀections and unruly Paſſions ; Give 
the Mind leave to do its own work; Ir 
muſt not be let to run at random upon ©o- 
ther things, it mult not be diſturb' by any 
Paſſion, nor confounded with any throng of 
Buſineſs, but there muſt be Calm within, 
and a Quietneſs round about .it : Commune 
with your own hearts upon your bed, andbe ſtill, 
faith David, PlalmIV.4. We mult relolve 
to be deaf to the World, and our own Lufſts, 
if we will conſider to purpoſe the things that 
belong unto Eternity. 

4. It is a ſerious and earneſt thinking ; we 
mult not be in jeſt, or indifferent in a matter 
of ſuch weight and importance, that requires 
our greateſt in:ent:on, care and ailigence, 
no leſs than Eternal Lite or Death depending 
on the r:ſult ot our Thoughts and Self-con. 
ſiitc2TONg, 
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ſultations. Trivial matters may be ſlightly 
thought on, but matters of moment call for 
{erious Debates. And hence Conſideration 
is uſually exprels'd by ſuch words as import 
a ſeriouſneſs. God, 'tis certain, becauſe of 
his D1vine Perfe&tions, needs not to conſider 
of any thing ; yet when he is ſpoken of in 
Holy Scripture, as obſerving the behaviour of 
Men, in order to Reward or Puniſhment, as 
tho' he were conlidering of them , he is ſaid 
to Wergh, Ponder, Examine, or Try, &c. The 
Lord weigheth the ſpirits, Prov. XVI. 2. He 
rondercth the hearts, Prov. XXL. 2. The ways 
of man are befere the eyes of the Lord, and he 
pordereth all his goings, Prov. V. 21. Doth 
not he ſee my ways, and count all my ſteps ? 
Job XXXI. 4. And the wiſe King, ſpeak+ 
ing of the Arts of the frazge Woman toent 
tice a Man, faith, They are to divert him 
from conſidering ; /eft he ſbould ponler the 
path of life, Prov. V. 6. "Tis faid of the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary, that ſhe kept af _ 
things, and pondered them in her heart, Luke 
I. 19. ow:74x, The preſerved and kept 
them ſafe together in her Memory ; o-u6&2A- 
2x7, conferring and diſputing within her 
ſelf about them. And of the Seyibes and 
Phariſces we read, Mark II. 6. that they 
Were SIA Cay 2 Þ N2[0Iehic, reaſoning in 
their Hearts ; diſcourſing within themſelves, 

as 
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as tho? two Perſons had been in their Breaſts 
diſcourſing Dialogue-wiſe the one with the 
other. It was an excellent Precept which 
Pythagoras gave to his Scholars, Sleep not 
till thou haſt run over in thy mizd all thy works 
of the day paſt, and ask thy ſelf, Whither have 
T gone? What have 1 done? What have I 
left undone ? Conſideration is a Man's poſing 
himſelf, examining his Heart, adviſi:y with 
his own Reaſon very ſeriouſly. Ir 1s a be- 
thinking ones ſelf, 1 Kings VIII. 47. A laying 
a thing to heart, I{aiah LVII.1. An applying 
ones heart to a matcer, Hag. I. 5. 

5. It is a thorough thinking, leaving no- 
thing unthought on, neither ceaſing to thick 
on, till one come to the end of thinking ; 
that is, to a right underſtanding of the mat- 
ter, and a ſtedfaſt reſo/nution about it: It is 
ſuch a reaſoning and diſcourſing, as bring one 
to his Coxcluſion and final Determination. O- 
therwiſe all is to no purpoſe, and a Man 
hath nothing but his labour for his pains; 
and had as good never have begun, as never 
come to an end. Reſolztion 15 the end of 
Confederation, and Prattice of Reſolution. 
And herein lies all praQtical Wi/dom or Pru- 
dence, Not raſhly, inconſiderately and blindly, 
and at all Adventures to ruſh on, whatever 
It 1s we have a mind to do; or which way 
lever -our natural Inclinations and Aﬀe&i- 
ons 
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ons would carry us ; but to coſult with our 
Reaſon , and be wel) adviſed in all rhings, 
deliberating and debating the matter well with 
our ſ:lrcs, and with calm and ſerious 
Thoughts, rationally concluding what is beſt 
to be done, and how it may be done to good 
purpoſ... A thinking on ſome few things 
relating to a bii{inefs, 15 not enough, but all 
conſiaerable Circum:/ances are to be thoroughly 
pondered. Nothing is to be left out of our 
Conlideration, which may alter the caſe in 
hand, or hath any weight in it, which may 
turn rhe Scales either the one way, or the 
other. The mature of the thing what it 15, 
aeceſſary or unneceſſary, profitable or hurtful, 
weig''ty Or light, lawful or unlawful expedient 
or inexpeatent : the exds and uſes of K, the 
areuments perſuading to it, or diſſuading trom 
it; the r'/es and meaſures whereby all 15 to 
b-- regulate, rhe agreement with, or ſwer- 
ving trom {ch rules; the Leneſits, advantages 
and gains on the one de, and the dangers; 
aiſadv ntages and loſſes on the other ; the ne- 
cetlary preparations, helps, inſtruments and en» 
conrapements ; tozerher with the difficulties, 
hinaerances anJ diſcouragements that we may 
meet with; and the ways and wears of re» 
moving or overcoming them ; and whatever 
elſe may have any influence upon the mat- 
ter to be conſidered. "Thus whatever the 
things 
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things be which fall under Conſideration, 
whether they be paſt, preſent, or to come, 
Conlideration is {uch a deſigwed; concerned, 
leiſurely, calm, ſerious and thorough thinking 
ON them, an! un iward reaſoning, Or 4 2en- 
tal diſcourſing about them, and about all 
things pertaining to them, as may help us 
to ordcr all things prudently, and-to the 
beſt advantage 3 ſo as we may reap as much 
good, and ſuſtain as little hurt by every 
thing as may be. That whatever we do, 
or whatever befals us, may as little hinder, 
and as much: promote our happineſs 2s it is 
in our power to make it; and that if we 
cannot keep our ſelves trom all evil or hurt, 
yet at leaſt we may not doany thing to make 
our ſelves miſerable ; 

By what hath been here faid, we may un- 
derſtand, what that In:ozſiderstioz is, which 
God complaineth of, and is indced rhe fin of 
a great many. It 1s a careleſs and unthink- 
ing temper of Mind; and thcy who are of 
this temper, venture boldly, raſhly, and un- 
adviſledly upon any thing, as it falleth in 
their way ; never inquiring how pleaſing 
or diſpleaſing it may be to God, or what it 
may bring upon themſelves in the ead. 

hey review not what 1s paſt, to find out 
wherein they have erred, or oftended, and 
what ſtands 1n need of mending, or blotting 
out, 
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out, and undoing again by Repentance. They 
think not wiſely on what they go about at 
preſent, to obſerve its fitneſs or uatitneſs to 
be attempted, or to do it by a right rule; and 
to a right end, and to take care that they 


neither do any hurt, nor loſe their labour. 


They think not providently on the future; 
what either »»uſt or »:4y come, ſo as to pre- 
pare and provide as they ought for it, but 
are without either fear or forecaſt. And 
what the evil of this is, I am next to 


ſhew. 


—_— 
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The Evils of Inconſideration. 


| T is ſo viſible to all the World, that Incon- 
fideration 1s a very ill thing, that in the 
moſt common concerns and affairs of this 
Life, there is hardly any one that ſeems not 
very ſenſible of it. There are few Trades 
men, or Hasbandmen, or Artificers, how mean 
a Trade ſoever they drive in the World, but 
they are aware of it: And all ſeem fatisfied, 
that nothing can ordinarily ſucceed well un- 
der our hands, and that there tan be ſmall 
hopes of thriving by what we — 
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if we do not wiſely conſider of it. If an 
unconſidering- Man ſpeed well, *tis only by 
chance ; and it's not above once or twice, it 
may be, ina hundred times; and few Men 
are willing to venture any thing they prize, 
upon the ſucceſs of ſuch blind and giddy do» 
ings. Men therefore, in all matters.of mo- 
ment, ſer themſelves ſeriouſly to think, what 
they have to do, and to what end they do 
it ; how it is to be done, and what helps 
they ſtand in need of, and how to have them ; 
whart-letts and rubs there are in their way, 
and how they may be removed ; what they 
may hopefor, as the fruit of their care, skill, 
and induſtry; and what they may fear, as 
the conſequent of their negligence, igno« 
rance, idlenefs, or any miſcarriage. -If any 
one do not conſider theſe things, Men count 
him a Fool 3 and every one 1s ready to read 
his Fortune for him, and ſay, He 1s not like 
to thrive. Which of you (faith Chriſt, Luke 


* XIV. 28, 31.) zutending to build s tower, 


fitteth not down firſt, and counteth the coſt, 
whether he have ſufficient to finiſh it ? Or what 
ting going to make war againſt another king, 
ſitteth not down firſt, and conſidereth whether 
he be able with ten thouſand to meet hinms that 
cometh againſt him with twenty thouſand *! 
What Husbandman goeth to plow, and fit- 


teth not dowa firſt, and conſidereth whether 
C his 
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his Ground be in good heart, and like to 
bear any burden; whether the Seaſon be 
proper for his work, and all his Inftruments 
1n good order ; whether his Oxen be traQta- 
ble, and in good plight; and his Servants 
well vers'd in the work they go about ; whe- 
ther his Seed be ſound, and himſelf of ſuf- 
ficient Ability to manage all to good advan- 
tage. So wiſe are the Men of this World 
in their Generation for their worldly ends, 
that they think not fit to venture all at ran- 
dom without due conſideration. And ſhall 
we be fo fooliſh as to imagine, that the 
great buſineſs we are to do, to fecure unto 
our ſelves a bleſſed Eternity, ſhould either 
deſerve or require leſs conſideration, than 
the things whuch relate to our ſhort conti- 
nuance inthis World only ? Let the miſcar- 
riage we are guilty of in our worldly con- 
cerns be what it will, the evils which we in- 
cur by it will ſhortly have an end ; and we 


ſhall no more remember them : But if we ' 


miſcarry in the buſineſs we are now to do 
for Eternity, it is that which draws after it 
evils both endleſs and intollerable. And this 
is enough of it ſelf to rouze us up to the 
conſideration of theſe things. An affright 
will often bring a Man to ſerious Thoughts, 
when nothing elſe will ; And can there be 


any thing more terrible, than a proſpeQ of | 


Eternal 
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Eternal Torments? But this is not all the 
evil of Inconſideration, tho' it be that which 
is moſt apt to awaken the Izconfiderate. L 
do no more but mention it now, in hope 
that the fear of being everlaſtingly milera- 
ble, which will certainly be the end of un-+ 
conſidering People, bringing us to ſome de- 
gree of ſeriouſneſs, we may be capable of 
diſcerning vther great evils in it, ſuch as are 
theſe following : 

1. Not to conſider the things on whictt 
our Eternal Srate depends, is not to behave 
our ſelves like Men, but to aCt quite contras« 
ry to our Nature, Reaſon is a thing Eſlen- 
tial to Men, and only Man, of all inferior 
Creatures, 1s able to make this uſe of it; I 
mean, to conſider things. To this end is it 
given us, and if we make'not this uſe of it, 
we had as good have been without it. Trees 
and Plants grow, and bear Fruit ; but they 
cannot conſider how they do ſo, nor what 
they do. Beafts and other Animals live and 
move, eat and drink, and do ſich things as 
are agreeable to their Nature: But they tox- 


ſider not, they do not deliberate within thems= 


ſelves about their A@tions, or their Ends ; 
but are carried on by their Senſes, and a na« 
tural Appetite, without pondering of Cir« 
eumſtances, and debating in their Breaſts 
What is moſt fit or unfit - be done, or what 

2 
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is like to follow upon the doing or omittirig 
of any thing. Only May, of all earthly 
Creatures, hath 'Reaſon and Underſtanding, 
and thereby is fitted for del/tberating, conſults 
ins, and diſcourſing things over within him- 
ſelf, and' for contriving, forecaſting, and or+ 
dering all he doth to good ends and purpoſes. 
And if he doth not make this uſe of his Un- 
derſtanding and Reaſon, he aQs contrary to 
the Nature which . God hath given him. 
Yea, and in effe, he ſeems to 1mpute Ya- 
nity and Impertinency to the All-wiſe God as 
tho' he had given him ſo noble a Faculty, 
as Reaſon is, in vain, and for no uſe at all; 
For whit elſe is the uſe of Reaſon, but Con- 
ftderation ? If a Man may act like a Beaſt, 
without Conſideration, why ſhould not God 
have made him like a Beaſt too , without 
Reaſon ? If any ſay, We have the impor- 
tant Afﬀairs of this Life to conſider, and this 
is to uſe our Reaſon well : I readily grant it; 
but deny withal, that this is either all the 


uſe, or the chief uſe for which our Reaſon 


was given us. Had God made us for this 
World only, and if there were nothing for 
us to enjoy , or to ſuffer, but in this ſhorr 
Life; the uſe of our Reaſon might well be 
confined to things of this preſent World and 
Life. But ſecing God has deſign'd us to be 
Immortal, and hath made our Life on Earth 


to? 
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to be but a time of Probation, and Prepara- 
tion for Eternity ; to uſe our Reaſon either 
only, or chiefly about the Aﬀairs of this 
World, is as unnatural an abuſe as we can 
make of it. Can there be any thing more 
againſt Reaſon, than to think it was given 
us to conlider leaſt, the things that are moſt 
conſiderable? And can there be a more un- 
reaſonable thing, than to conſider more how 
we may make a ſhift to ſpend a few Days 
here upon Earth, than how we may be ſure 
of living an Eternal Life of Happineſs with 
God in Heaven? Nay, to what purpoſe ſhall 
we conlider what to do in this World, and 
how to make the beſt Advantage of it for 
the very ſhort time that we are to continue 
*1n it ; if in the mean time, we conſider not, 
what ſhall become of us when we go out of 


| it, nor how to improve our being 1n tis 


World, ſo as to ſave our ſelves from being 
Eternally miſerable in the World to come, 
when ever we depart hence, which may be, 
for ought we know, the very next momeat ? 
If ſelf-preſervation be that which all Men 
naturally deſire and aim at, it mutt b2 moſt 
of all things againſt Nature, to conſider leaſt 
the things whereby we may be Erernally 
preſerved from the Torments of Hell-Fire, 
and in a State of Everlaſting Joy and Ble(- 


ledneſs. Certainly, if God have given us 


C-3 Reaſon 
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Reaſon for any thing; it muſt be chiefly, and 
above all things, for this; To conſider how 
we may beſt Serve and Honour Him, and 
promote our own Eternal Happineſs. If we 
do not make this uſe of our Reaſon ; it will 
be hard to ſay, what advantage we have b 
our Reaſon above the moſt Unreaſonable 
Creatures: For Beaſts have leſs Trouble 
without Reaſon in this Life, than men have 
with it. And had men the ſame exd that 
beaſts have, and there were nothing at all to 
be conſidered, but what concerns this Life; 
poſſibly it had been better for the World, if 
all men had had as little Reaſon as they ; for 
all the good it ſeems to do, is to make men 
more Senſible of their own Miſeries, ' and 
more able to make others Miſerable. With- 
out this uſe of Reaſon, what difference can 
there be betwixt us and Mad-men? The 
greateſt difference between a man that is S0- 
ber, and one that is Mad, ſeems to be this; 
That the one hath the right uſe of Reaſon, 
and the other hath loſt it : 'The one Atts Con 
ſiderately,and the other Raſhly without con- 
ſideration. And certainly he is the maddeſt 
of all Mad-men, whatever he conſiders as to 
this Liſe, that runs laughing into Hell-fire, 
never conſidering what he ſhall endure there. 
Such an Uzza:aral thing is it for men to lead 
an Izconſiderate Life, | 
| | 2. Withe 
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2. Without Serious Conſideration, all the 
means of Happineſs, which God hath 
been Graciouſly- Pleasd moſt Plentifully to 
afordusin CHRIST JESUS, are loſt up. 
on us, and we can have no benefit by them. 
None of the wears of Grace and S:lvation, 
which are given us of God, work on the 
hearts of men, as Plaifters and Salves do ups» 
on their bodies, whether they think of them 
or no. Butall theſe things work morally by 
our conſideration , and mental application of 
them. The Word of God aftes not the 
Heart, nor works any change in the man, by 
being heard alone, but by being conſidered. 
Read the Scripture a thouſand times over, 


' whatever we may know or remember more, yet 


ſhall we not be made better by it without 
conſidereng it. The Sacraments, how often 
ſoever received, Seal no good at all unto us, 
if they be not conſidered. The things that 
were ſpoken of Pax/, had had no more Ope- 
ration upon Lyaia's heart, than they had up- 
on many of the hard-hearted Jews, it the 
Lord had not opened her heart to attexd unto 
them, and conſider them. The good ſeed fall- 
ing into the good and honeſt heart, 1s therein 
Cheriſhed by conſideration, and lo it brings 
forth Fruit. Therefore {aid Sr. Pau! well, 
Confider what Tſxy, and the Lord give thee un- 
derſtanding ip all things, 2 Tim. 2,7. What- 

4 {oeyer 
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ſoever methods Gad uſeth to bring us td Hap- 


pineſs in Himſelf, he brings us firſ# to Oy 


ſelves,with theProaigalSon in theParable, Luk. 


15.17. He awakens us ſome way or other 
to a Serious Conſideration, or all will be loſt 
upon us. His Word and Sacraments, his Judg- 
ments and Mercies, nor any thing elſe, hath 
any effe& upon our Souls, unleſs it be to the 
reater hardening of our Hearts, without 
Neko our thoughts on work about them. 
And this is the Reaſon why notwithſtanding 
the abundance of Means we enjoy, ſo few 
are Sanified and Saved. 
3. The want of Conſideration makes all 
that ever we do, even our moſt Relz-ions 
Exerciſes, all our moſt Charitable Deeds, and 


 whateveris by God's Command, ar inits own 
Nature ocherwile good and profitable to men, 
altogether «zprofitable to us, and Unaccepta- 


ble to God, God always expets from us a 
reaſonable Service, and a Spiritual Worſhip, 
ſuch as is {uitable both to Hs Nature and ovr 
own; which we can never give unto him, 
without much Serious Conſideration. All 
things, even to our very Eatizg and Drinks 
ing, or whatſoever cl{e we do, mult be done 
to the Glory of Ged, 1 Cor. 10.31. Allour 
Thoughts, Wordsand ACtions, muſt be regu- 


| lated, as well as we can, by the Rule of his 


Commandments: ang thus !s certainly a thing 
11+ 
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impoſſible to be. done, without a very ſerious 
exerciſing of our mind about every thing. 


' Therefore did God reje& as an Abomination 


and a H earizeſs to him, all the Sacrifices and 
Religious Worſhip of the Jews ; and whatever 
they did to Honour him by ; becaule they did 
all in a formal and cuſtomary way, not conſs- 
dering the ends and ſignifications of them; 
nor the qualifications requiſite in the Worſhip- 

rs to render them Acceptable, 1/a. 1. 
And our Bleſſed J gs us hath afſured us, 
that all our Faſtizgs, and Alms, and Prayers, 
{hall loſe the reward Promiſed, as often as 
they are done without due confideration of the 
right ed and manxer, Matt. VI. 1, &c. Now 
what a wretched condition is that man in, 
all whoſe Addreſſes to Heaven, and all 
whoſe good deeds on Earth can do him nv 
good? And ſuch is the caſe of every r1c9»{6- 
dering perlon. 

4. Through Inconſideration it is, that all 
Temptations, even {uch as had we our Wits 
about us, we would be aſhamed to be foiled 
by, prove too ſtrong for us, and have power 
enough to draw us from our Duty into Sin. 
A weak Child may kill a Man that's faſt 
alleep. A very little thing in a man's way, 
will give him a fall, that minds not where he 
ſteps; And he whoſe reaſon is aſleep, or 
buſte about impertinencics, is caſily —_ 
ZC 
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zed by any little Temptation. It's no hard 
matter to beguile one that 1s careleſs and ſe- 
cure, and never thinks himſelf in-any danger 
of being deceived. It would not be ſo eaſy, 
as molt of us tind it to our coſt, for many of 
thoſe Temptations whereby we are daily 
overcome, to prevail againſt us, had we our 
Eyes _— open to ſee what they are, and 
what reaſon we have to withſtand them, 
Would we ſeriouſly think with our ſelves, 
how littte it is chat the Temptation promi- 
ſeth, and how much leſs it performeth ; how 
little we ſhall gain, and how much we ſhall 
loſe by yielding; we would even ſcorn to 
be ſo ſoft, as to be wrought on by moſt of 
thoſe things, whereby we are now without 
much ado drawn into the vileſt Sins. Why 
doth the Toung mar lo eaſily yield to the 
flatteries and enticements 'of the Impudent 
Whore, Prov. VII. but that he goes on with- 
out conſideration? He goeth after her ftrajght- 
way, 4s an ox goeth to the ſlaughter, and as « 


fool to the correition of the Stocks. NV. 922. As 4 


bird hafteth to the ſnare, and knoweth not that 
zt is for his life. V.23. Whoſo is ſimple ( faith 
the fooliſh woman ) let 'him turn in hither: 
and as for him that wanteth underſtanding, ſhe 


ſaith to him, Stolen waters are ſweet, &c. But 


he knoweth not, that the dead are there; and 
that her gueſts are in the depths of hell, Prov. IX. 
16,17, 18. 'T hat 
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That Inconfideration giveth the greateſt 
ſtrength they have to.moſt Temprations, is 
very plain from thoſe Excuſes men are wont 
to make for themſelves when they have Sin- 
ned. What 1s it which they commonly plead 
for themſelves but this, That they did not 
think it to be a Sin; That they hoped there had 
been no great evil in what they did; If they 
had thought there was ſo much evil in it, they 
would not have done it ? Now if they ſpeak 
truly, 'tis plain that they had not been 
tempted but through Inconſideration. And 
indeed it is hardly imaginable, how the num- 
ber of wicked People ſhould be half ſo great 
as it is, were it not for this,that theycoxſiderro9 
little what they do. We cannot think that in 
a Chriſtiay Church people ſhould live many 
years, and yet never hear of the things 
which aredaily taught therein; and yet theſe 
are enough, one would think, to make them 
fearful to live Wickedly, and to arm rhem 
ſufficiently againſt all Temptations, were 
they duly conſidered. When we hear how 
ſtritly a moſt Juſt, Good, Almizhty, and 
Omniſcient God hath forbidden all Wicked. 
neſs upon pain of Erermal Damnation ; and 
how the ſame Great God hath Commanded 
Holineſs, and encouraged us to it with the 
Gracious Promiſes of Pardons tor all paſt Sins, 
and Lecceptance of Weak, it Sincere, endea- 
Vous 
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vours and performances of rey through 
Jesus CHRIST, and for his fake of the 
reward of Ezeraz il Life: How were it poſſi- 
ble for us, for the ſake of a little ſhort and 
often filthy Pleaſure ; for the ſhadow of Honor, 
or for a little dirty and uncertain Wealth, 
and al] but for a very tew Days, to venture 
upon Sin, did we ever conſider things Seri- 
ouſly ? No,we ſee it,that when menare at any 
time awakened into ſerious conſideration by 
ſome ſharp Afiiion, by an apprehenſion of 
ſome great and imminent Daxger or Sickneſs ; 
they can deſpiſe all theſe Temptations, and re: 
fiſt them ; andif when the Danger, Fear, or 
Pain is over, they are again enticed by the 
like Baits, *tis only becauſe through their 
eaſe, their conſideration 1s fallen aſleep again, 
So plain is it, that the greateſt advantage that 
any Temp-ration can have over us, 1s that 
which we give it, by not conſidering things as 
we ought to do. : 

5, Nothing more certainly ruines us eter- 
nally, than Inconſideration, and that both be- 
cauſe it keeps us in Ipmorance, and hinders us 
from that Exerciſe of Grace, which by Faith 
in CHRIST JESUS ſhould bring us to 
Heaven. 

Inconfideration holds us 72»orant both of 
God and oar ſelves; and ſo never well under- 
tanding, becauſe never throughly conſider- 
ing 
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ing what we hear and read, what we ſee and 
feel, the Goodneſs and other Attributes of 
God ; our obligations to him, and depend- 
ance on him on the one fide, nor our own 
needs, our weakneſs and miſerable condition, 
when our ſelves alone, oa the other fide; we 
ruſh on blindly and boldly, and the more 
blindly always the more boldly too, fearing 
nothing, becauſe we ſee nothing ; and ſeeing 
nothing, becauſe we will not open our eyes to 
ſee and conſider what lies plain and viſible be- 
fore us. A prudent man foreſeeth the evil and 
hideth himſelf, but the ſimple paſs on and are 
puniſhed, Prov. XXII. 3. A wiſe man feareth 
and departeth from evil, but the fool rageth and 
is confident, Prov. XIV. 16. They conſider not 
that they do evil, Eccl. V. 1. The harp, and 
the wvisl, and wine, are in their feaſts; but they 
regard not the work of the Lord, neither confi- 
der the operation of his hands, Ia. V. 12. They 
conſider not is their hearts, that I remember all 
their Wickedneſs, Hol. VII. 2. The ox know- 
eth his owner , -and the aſs his maſter's crib; 
but Iſrael doth not know, my people doth not 
confider, 11a. 1. 3. 

Again, Inconſideraticn hinders all thoſe Ex- 
erciſes of Grace, whereby through Faith in 
CHRIST, we might eſcape Death, and 
be prepared for Lite Eternal. 


Who 
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Who can Repezt of the Sins which he hath 
not duly Conſidered, with all their aggravati- 
ons ? He that examineth not himſelf often, 
he that never reviews his Converſation, nor 


inquires into the temper of his own Heart, is 
like to provea ſorry penitent He that conſi- 


ders not the Law of God, knoweth not + 


wherein he hath Tranſereſſed ; and he that 
conſidereth not his own Life, cannot lay his 
Sin to Heart. He that thinketh not much 
both of the vileneſs and danger of his Sin, 
will hardly bring his heart to be ſorry for it, 
or tohate it. Whilſt weare ſecure and care- 
leſs how we ſpend our days, what can be ex- 
peCted, but that we lie ſtill in our Filth, and 
hold on confidently Diſhogouring God to 
our own Deſtruction ? Thearkned and heard 
(ſaith God ) but they ſpake not aright ; mo 
man repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying,What 
hte T done? Every one turned to his courſe, as 
the horſe ruſheth into the battel, Iſa. VIII. 6, 

Whocan have any Comfort in his life paſt, 
thar conliders not how he hath ſpent it, whe- 
ther Sinfully and Vainly, or Virtuouſly and 
Piouily 2 Who can chearup his Soul in God, 
and rejoyce in the Lord ? Who can arm 
himſelf againſt the Terrors of Death, and in 
hope expeCt the great Judgment to come 3 
who never yet calt up his account, nor con- 
{idered what he hath been doing all his days, 
nor 
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nor how far he 1s run in arrear with God? 
How ſhall an unconſidering man ever be 
able to ſay with St. Paul, AQts XXII). 1. 
I have lived in all good conſcience before God un- 
to this day? Or as he again, 2 Cor. 1. 12. 
Our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our Con- 


| ſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity we 


have had our converſation in the world ? 

Who can be thankful to God for all the 
Mercies he hath received, and all the won- 
ders of his Goodneſs vouchſafed to him in all 
the parts of his life, that hath not conſider'd 
them well? Who can improve the Bleflings 
of God to God's Honour, and the good of 
himſelf and others, that ſeldome thinks of 
them? What obligations to God can we be 
ſenſible of in all the great things which he 
Rath wrought for us, whilſt we mind them 
nor ? 

How can we live and att any otherwiſe 
but looſely and irregularly, running headlong 
into all wickedneſs, and upon any danger ; 
ſo long as we conſider not what a God we 
have over us, and what Rules he hath given 
us, and how much we are concerned to ob- 
ſerve them? For want of conſidering it is, 
that we doall things at random, without any 
regard to the Ends or Conſequents of our Acti- 
ons. Our Love, our Fear, our Deſire, our 
Flope, our Truſt, our Obedience, are all mil- 
placed ; 
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placed ; we keep to no Reles, nor tye our 
ſelves up to any Laws; we- omit our Duties 
to God, our Neighbours and our own Souls 
we commit things abominable and hurtful ; 
diſhonoxrable to God, and deftruitive to our 
ſelves; moſt wnbeſeeming - both our Nature 
and our Profeſſion ; againſt our own comfort 
and happineſs ; weconſume our Time in Idle. 
neſs, Folly, and Vanity, becauſe we Conſider 
not for what we live, nor whoſe we are, nor 
whart we are to account for : And by allthis 
we loſe our Hope, and Confidence, and Aſſn» 
rance, and all that might ſtand us in any ſtead, 
in the Hour of Death, 'and Day of Judg- 
ment. O that we were wife, that we underſtood. 
this , that we would conſider ' our latter end! 


Deur. 32. 29. 
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pom ſeen ſome of the Evils of Inconm 
= ſideration 3 we will, if we be wiſe, ls 
bour to be cured in time of ſo dangerous 2 
diſtemper ; but this will not be done, unleſs 
the Cauſes of it be removed. Let us there- 
fore next inquire into theſe, and endeavonr 
to put themaway. Amongſt others, we aro- 


eſpe- 
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eſpecially to take notice of theſe which hers 
I thall point out. 


I. The firſt is Je»orance : For I doubt not 
but many would conſider more than they do, 
if they knew either What to conſider ; or 
How to conſider, or what it /ieth thews upors 
to conſider. But alas! we may to as good 
purpoſe bid a blind man fee, or a deaf man 
hear, as exhort an ignorant man tO confider any 
thing at preſent, but his Ignorance. Corfide- 
ration is the exerciſe of Kowledge, and the 
improving of it to pradFice; but no man can 
exerciſe what he hath not : 4 brutiſþ man 
knoweth not, neither doth a fool underſtand this, 
Plal. 92.6. Therefore the way of a fool is 
right in his owneyes, Prov. 12. 15. becauſehe 
knoweth no better. Jezorance therefore muſt 
be removed in the firlt place, thata man miay 


, beabletoconſider : And yet, tho this in _ 


may be, the cauſe of Inconſideration, theſe 
many are but few in compariſon of thoſe who 
have eyes and ſee not ; who know, and yet 
conſider as little as if they knew nothing, 
We muſt therefore ſeek out other Cauſes of 
this Evil. Es 
2. And rhenext I ſhall name,is Preſumpti- 
oz 3; Which I take to be as common a Cauſe 
of Inconſideration, as any other whatſoever, 


Mea generally preſume too much upon their 
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Skill and Knowledge, and are too confident 
to ſee their need of Conſideration. And: there 
is a manifold Preſumption which cauſeth a 
negle& of due Conlidcration. 

A man, as but now was ſaid, may preſume 
too much of his own Kowledg, and Wiſdom, 
and Dexterity, as one that is ſo ready and ex- 
pert in the right management of his Aﬀairs, 
that he can do all things off-hand, without 
any puzzling thoughts about it : Now there 
i more hope of a fool, than of one that is thus 
wiſe in his own conceit, Prov. XX VI. 12. The 
greateſt Miſcarriages in the world are owing 
to a conceited and confident Iozorance, and a 
Preſumption of a man's own Wit and Vnder- 
fanding, thinking himſelf too wiſe and know- 
ing, totake Advice of others,; and ſcorning 
to ſeem ſo dull, as to need much conſulting 
with his own Reaſon. 

A man may preſume too much upon the 
Eaſineſs of the Work he hath to do, and take 
the way to Heaven to be ſo open, and, plain, 
and ſafe, that he needs not be at the troubleof 
much enquiry and circumſpeCtion in his 
walking. He may imagine God requires no 
ſuch accuracy and ſtrictneſs in framing our 
| whole Converſation by his Laws, as the 
more {crupulous fort of men do think. There 
needs not, faith he, ſo much ado about. the 
buſineſs of Salvation, that a man muſt be al- 
ways 


Serious Conſideration. 43 


ways buſying his mind about it. We have a 
round of .Duties to run, and when we have 
done that, all's done : As tho God did conſi- 
der as little as we are apt todo; He hath ſaid 
to God #in his heart, Thou wilt not require it, 
Pſal. X. 13. 

One may preſume, That all is well with him 
already, and that he hath already made his 
Calling and Eleftion ſure : He hath already 
got, as he thinks, into the right and ſure way; 
and hath no more to trouble his head about, 
but only to go on the ſame way (till, withour 
any further thinking of it : There ts a way 
that ſeemeth right unto a man, but the end thert- 
of are the ways of death, Prov. XIV. 12:. _ 

+Some may poſſibly preſume, That they do 
conſider things well enough ; even when they 
never have any ſuch thought of them, ascan 
deſerve to be call'd Conſideration. Now 
and then, it may be, they think a little of 
the things that ought to be conſidered ; and 
it would be ſtrange if they did not, when 
they are fo often put in mind of them ; but 
alas! that nas weighing and pondering Of 
things in their minds, which before was 
ſhewn to be Conſideration , they: are mere 
ſtrangers to, and never once went about it; 
And in this vain confidence, of having done 
what they never in earneſt endeayour'd 
to do, they paſs their time without coſt 
D 2 deritigs 
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dering , till conſidering can do them no 
good. 

Others preſume, That they have day £n0ugh 
before them, and they will conſider of it ſome- 
time before night. They will, and they 
will, but they will not yet; becauſe they 
preſume it will betime enough to doit anon 
and it is always too ſoon, till it bequite too 
late. And thus through a fooliſh preſumpti- 
on of one thing or other, many of us are 
kept from conſidering, till there be nothing 
left us to conſider, but this one fad thing, 
That we have loſt our opportunity ; *tis now 
coo late, and Conſideration 1s. become a great 
part of that Torment, which it ſhould haye 
prevented. ==” 

2. Another Cauſe of Inconfideration, is our 
long zeglet# of conſidering, and an apthink- 
7 Udi of Mind. Hence Conſideration, 
when wearecall'd to it, is an uncouth thing 
to us; and we have been ſo long ſtrangers to 
it, that we know not how to come acquaint» 
ed with-it, nor how to entertain it. We have 
uſed our ſelves to another courſe a great deal 
more eaſje, and have got a cuſtom of doing 
things inconſiderately, We do as we have 
been bidden to do by others, or as we ſce 
others do, or as our own Inclinations and Aﬀe- 
Qtions lead usto do; but we have not been 


uſed to think for our ſelves,what is rational or 
our 
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our duty ; what is lawful, or what is fit, and 
becomes or behoves us to do. We go down 
with the ſtream of cuſtom or inclination, and 
wefſlide ſmoothly and pleaſantly away ; but 
we have not been wont to conſider to what 
purpoſe we do fo, or into what Gulfs we may 
be carried , or how we ſhall get out again. 
When we have been, it may be, the greateſt 

of our age accuſtomed to aCt all things 
like children, to ſuffer our thoughts to run 
looſely, wildly, and rovingly without check, 
we know not which way to get them toge- 
ther again, or to fix them in ſeriouſneſs upon 
any thing, nor how to get into any method of 
Thinking ; hence it is very unealie to us to 


' conſider, and we are ſoon weary of it. 


4. Another Cauſe therefore of our conti- 
nuing inconſiderate, is our S/orhand Lazineſs. 
We cannot endure the pains of confining our 
Thoughts to the things which ſhould be con- 
Gdered ; and the leſs can we away with it, 
becauſe this would, as we concelve, abridge 
us of much, not eaſe only, but liberty and 


pleaſure too, which we have been wonted to, 


1in thinking on every thing that we have moſt 


mind to, or on any thing that falls in our way. 
To tye upour thoughts to rules, to reſtrain 
them within a certain compaſs , to direct 
them to a certain mark, is a task of too much 
trouble to moſt of us: Eſpecially Spiritual 
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and Eternal things afford the Senſual man no 
delight at all, they arc very melancholly ſub. 
jects, and he is ſoon weary of them. It re- 
q"”ms much pains and attention of mind, to 
rive away thoſe wanton and frolick 
thoughts, which our Luits and Vanities com- 
mend unto us, and are always ſending in to 
diſturb us. And whoof a thouſand, eſpeci- 
ally if yourz and lively, hath patience to' en- 
dure this? K 
5, Thereis alſo another Cauſe, and that 
not uncommon, of Inconfideration, which 
is, An Unwillingneſs to ſee our own ſins in their 
ows colours. Every conſidering perſon muſt 
needs quickly diſcover his own Filthineſs, 
Shame, and Guilt ; and not theſe only, but 
the great daxger he is in becauſe of his ſins : 
And we had moſt of us rather be blind, than 
ſee ſuch a melancholly and frightful ſight, 
Alas! Such a ſight would mightily diſturb 
us, and break off our {ſweet {lJumbers, ſpoil 
our pleaſant dreams, and make us a terror to 
our ſelves. Our Conſciences would be thus 
awakened, and fly angrily in our faces, and 
be continually reproaching us with our tolly 
and wickedneſs. This moſt of us are apt to 
look upon as a very wxcomfortable, and even 
ag intolerable condition ; and therefore mad- 
ly chuſe to venture all, and- to go on quietly, 
with ſleeping Conſciences that cannot check 
us, 
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us, tho we drop unawares into Hell by doing 
ſo; than by Conſideration to awaken them, 
and endure their rebukes, tho we can nao 
' otherwiſe be fate, and arrive at Eternal Bleſ- 
ſedneſs. \ 

6. The laſt Cauſe of Inconſideration I 
ſhall mention, is our baſying our ſelves too 
much other ways, 1o that we grudge our ſelves 
time and leifure to conſider. Our thoughts 
are almoſt conſtantly otherwiſe engaged, and 
cannot break looſe trom ſnch things as have 
got the maſtery and command of our affeQi- 
ons. With Martha they are troubled abeut 
many things, and hardly ever at leiſure for 
the one thing neceſſary. What one of a hun- 
dred of us, makes Relzg1on his bufigels? We 
account the matters of Te world our buiinels, 
that calls for Seriouſneſs ; and Religion a thing 
only now and then to be thought on a little 
' by the by; and when we have nothing elle to 
do, or rather are forced to it. Or 'tis, if a bu- 
ſineſs at all, only like that of dreſſing or 
ſelveson ſome certain days, a little finer than 
ordinary ; a Feſtival or Holidays work, little 
better than a Play. Now what we make our 
main buſinefs, isalways the thing that we moſt 
conſider, be it never ſo trivial and needleſs : 
Todrels our meat daintily, to fit faſhionable 
Cloaths on our Bodies, to beaurifie our Hou- 
les at home, and viſit our jid'e Neighbours 
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broad ; this we can make our buſineſs, conſ- 
der, and contrive, and often break our ſleep to 
think how all may be done moſt modiſhly, 
and with the beſt grace for our credit: But * 
the buſineſs of Rel:g707, as tho it were a mat- 
ter to be done, as they ſay, with a wet finger, 
it's enough to think of it when the Bell rings, 
or it may be, when we are indiſpoſed for 
company, and havea mind to be alone, and 
can think of nothing elſe to divert our ſelves 
with. And this thoughfulneſs about all 
things elſe, even tho of leaſt concernment, 
js one main cauſe why ſo few conſider. the 
things that belong to their Everlaſting Peace. 
| If then we will root out the Cauſes of this 
Fvil Diſeaſe, we muſt take care in time, to 
furniſh our ſelves with a competent ſtock of 
Divine Kyowleds ; we mult paſs the time of 
our ſojourning here in fear, and beware of 
Pe and an ill-grounded Confidence ; 
we mult apply our ſelves to learn the Art of 
conſidering, and accuſtom our ſelves to Seri- 
ouſneſs and ſerious Company ; we muſt ſhake 
off Sloth and Lazineſs, and watch againſt all 
$1z , which makes us afraid to know our 
ſelves; and laſtly, We muſt not plunge our 
ſelves too deep into worldly bufeneſs ; and 
' we muſt lay aſide all needleſs curioſity, and 
afteQation of xodiſh vanity. In ſhort, We 
muſt labour to underſtand, that the buſineſs . 


of 
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of ſerving God, and ſaving our Souls, is a 
thing of nearer concernment to us, than all 
other buſineſſes whatever: and reſolve to make 
it o; and then be ſure it will be conſider'd ac- 
cordingly, and our moſt ſeriows thoughts will 
be employ'd about it. - 


er 
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$E CF: IV. 
What things we are to Conſider. 


HEN we are ſenſible of the Ew:ls 

-.of Tzconſideration, and underſtand 

the Caxſes of it; no more can be needful to 
teach us either why , or how we are to avoid 
it. And certainly we can need no motive to 
pratice any thing, which we know it is ſo 
neceſſary for us to praCtice, that if we do it 
not, .we muſt be eternally miſerable. Sup- 
poling therefore, that enough hath been ſaid 
to convince us, that Conſideration is altoge- 
ther neceſſary; Leſt any one ſhould be at a loſs 
how to find out fit matter for it ; 1 ſhall now 
point out to him ſome few of thoſe things, 
which ought principally to be conſidered ; 
and for want of conſidering whereof, our 
lives are generally ſo unanſ{werable to our 


Profeſſion, and fo diſplealing to Almighty 
God, * 
Now 
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Now whatſoever things it hath pleaſed 
God, in much goodneſs and mercy to zeveal, 
and make known unto us, in relation either 
to his own FHonowr, or to our Salvation, we 
muſt needs acknowledge to deſerve our ver: 
ſerious conſideration. - For to this end' hath 
Gad revealed them to us, that they may be 
conſidered ty us, and by conſideration have 
that influence upon us, which they ought to 
have. That knowing God, we may glorify, 
him as God ; and knowing our ſelves, we 
may behave our ſelves like men ; that is, like 
the rational Creatures of God, to whom he 
hath givea Reaſon and Underſtanding to 
know our dependance on him, and our duty 
to him. 

' Wherefore hath God been pleas'd to reveal 
unto us the Hiſtory of the Creation of the 
World, and of his admirable Provideace over 
it in all the Ages of it, but that we might 
know and conſider the work of his Hand, and 
the method of his Government; that we 
might ſee his Infinite Power , and Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs ; his Truth and Parity, his Ju- 
ftice and his Mercy : whom we are to praiſe 
for our being and ſubſiſtence ; to whom we 
are to pray for needful ſupplies of all our 
wants; whom we are to ſerve and obey, and 
in whom we are to truſf and put our 'con- 
fidence ; and to whoſe will and order- 
ing 
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ing we ought to ſubmit, and reſſen our 
ſelves ? 

Wherefore hath God been pleas'd to reveal 
unto us ſo many Divine Truths in his Word, 
' concerning his own Nature, and his gracious 
Deſeons tor us, the Eternal State of Happineſs 
provided for us, and the Methods he is pleas'd 
to uſe to bring men into it through the Re- 
demption and: Mea:ation of FuSuUS CHRIST, 
and by the. Illumination and Santtification of 
the HoLY GnosrT; but that we might 
underſtand and believe theſe things ; and coz- 
fidering them wiſely, bring our ſelves to an 
humble and thankful compliance with all his 
gracious Deſigns for our bleſledneſs, whercin 
he delights to be gloriticd ? ' 

Wherefore hath God given us ſo many 
holy Precepts and Rates of living ; but thar 
we ſhould /earz them, and con{ider thenz, 
and rule our whole Converſation by rhem ? 

Wherefore hath he made ſo many Gra- 
cious Promiſes to the Faithful and Obedient, 
and Threatned {uch terrible things to unbe- 
lievers and wicked perſons ? Wherefore hath 
he executed ſuch ſevere Judements on the 
ſtubborn and rebellious ;- and ſhewn {ſuch 
Mercy , and given ſuch Deliveraxces to the 
humble and penitent ? Is notall this done, to 
the end that we ſhould diligently obſerve and 
conſider all theſe things;and by his Promiſes and 
Mercies 
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Mercies encourage our ſelves in his Worſhip 
and Service; and by his Mexaces and Judg- 
ments, learn to ſtand in awe of him, and 
tremble to offend him ? | 

Indeed there is nothing in God's Word or * 
in his Works, but calls for our Serious Conſi- 
deration ; and we can never do our Duty, 
or come to the Bleſſedneſs we deſire, without 
a due conſidering of them, But that which 
- I would here do, is to ſhew and point out 
ſome ſpecial matters of Conſideration, which 
it chiefly concerns us, even daily, to bear in 
mind, and to exerciſe our thoughts upon: 
Such as theſe. 

I. That we are not our own, neither is any 
thing at all abſolutely ours; But we are his 
who made us, and' placed us here; and all 
things in' the World , who ever poſſeſſeth 
and enjoyeth them, are always Hrs. It is 
God that made us, and not we our ſelves ; 
therefore, we are his people, and the ſbeep of 
his paſture, Pal. C. 3. Yea, will ſome fay, 
who knows not this? Indeed we all either 
do, or may know it; but alas! Wha Conſi- 
dersit? I fear hardly one of a hundred. The 
careleſs and diſſolute Lives of a great many, 
tells us very plainly, That whatever they 
know of this, they Conſider it not. If we 
{ſend our Servants into the Field to labour for 
us, and to do our work ; and they do no- 
thing 
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thing there but play and idle away their 
time, and after they are told of it again and 
again, they take no farther notice of it, but 
follow their old wont : Will we ſay, that they 
- conſider whoſe Servants they are, and what 
they have to do ? If we truſt them with our 
Money, and direct them how to lay it out 
for our uſe ; and they game and drink it away, 
and give us no better account of it, but that 
they have ſpent it on their own Luſts and 
Vanities : Will we fay, they conſider whoſe 
Stewards they are, and what their Duty is? 
Do ſuch Servants conſider, that they are not 
their own, and that the Money they have is 
not their own? How then doth that man 
Conſider that he is not his own, but God's, 
who Serveth not God but himſelf, and who 
waſteth what he hath on his owa Sins, in- 
ſtead of improving it to God's Glory ? If we 
will be kept within any bounds of Duty, or 
inthe way to Life, this muſt be much in our 
thoughts. 

The Reaſon why men take to themſelves 
ſo much liberty, as moſt of usdo, is, becauſe 
we too little conſider, that we are God's 
Creatures and Servants. For want of Con- 
ſidering this, we live and do as we liſt, fol- 
low our own wills, and take our own plea- 
ſure, as much as we dare for the Laws of 
man. Indeed we generally behave our ſelyes, 
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as if God had nothing to Jo with us or ours, 
and as if we had none to pleaſe bur our ſelves, 
and men that have more Power than we. 
But if we would be Safeand Happy, we muſt 
take another courſe, and frequently think thus 
every one within himſelf. © Who made me 
© but God ? Who placed me here on the 
« Earth but God? Who gave me whatTI 
© have but God? Whoſe am1, but the ſame 
& God's that made me? Whole work baveT. 
«here to do, but his who ſent me hither ? 
«© By whoſe Order aml to diſpoſe of what I 
* have, but by his who gave it me ? Whoſe 
« Servant am I, but his who feeds me, and 
*who alone can Reward or Puniſh me? 
* And who feeds me,or can reward or puniſh 
* me, but he who is Lord of all things? 
« Whom have I to Pleaſe, but him whoſe 
«work I am.to do? Whoſe work have I to 
& do, but his whoſe Iam, and who can and 
«will call me to account? Whom aml to 
© Praiſe and Glorifie, but him, from whom 
*Iand all things came, by whom I and all 
©* things are preſerved ? What am I to do 
« with my ſ{etf and what I have, but that for 
* which I was made, and for which all that 
© T have was given me ? Whoſe Orders am I 
* to follow in ſpending my time, my eſtate, 
*my ſtrength of mind or body, but his 


* who hath committed all theſe things to my 
*truſt? 
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&« truſt ? Who will call me to a reckoning 
<« for all I have, and all I do, but he who 
« zave me all, and hath given me Rules 
&« whereby to diſpoſe of all? Whoſe will am 
«T to do? Mine own, or his whoſe I am, 
« 2nd who alone can make me happy? Who 
«© can make me Happy, but he who made 
«© me and all things ? How then ſhould I 
© hope to be Happy and 'not Miſerable, but 
&« by Pleaſing and Honouring him in doing 
« bis Wy, and Obeying him in all 'things ? 
O what a Reformation would ſuch a conſide- 
ration as this work in the lives of men ! And 
unleſs we thus exerciſe our thoughts , we 
ſhall never learn to live like men. 

_ 2. Conſider, that as we are God's, and 
all we have is his, and his work it is which 
we are to do': So we arealways, and work 
always under his Alſeeing Eye ; and are tocon- 
ſider, what that Great God is whom we 
Serve, and in whoſe preſence we always are. 
The eyes of the Lord are in every place, behold- 
ing the evil and the good, Prov. XV. 3. All things 
are naked, and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do, Heb. IV. 13. The ways of 
man are before the eyes of the Loyd, and he 
pondereth all his goings, Prov. V. 21. O conſi- 
der this all you that forget God, becauſe you 
ſee him not! He always ſees you, and can- 
not forget you. If any thing will make a 
Servant 


56 The Neceſſity of 


Servant diligent in his buſineſs, and carefy] 
not to do amils, this will, That his Maſter is 
always with him; and he who will certainly 
either Reward or Puniſh him according to his 
deeds, has his eye conſtantly upon him, and 
nothing can be hid' from him. This there. 
fore we ſhould much Conſider, that where- 
ever we are, and whatever we are about, 
God is always with us; and ſees us. © Let eve- 
«ry one fay to himſelf, I am now in the pre- 
* ſence of the Great God, whoſe Iam; heis 
* now here with me, and hath his Eye upon 
«< me, though I ſee him not ; obſerving m 
* whole behaviour, and taking notice of all 
* my Thoughts, Words, and Actions; from 
&« whomſoever I can hide them, I can never 
< hide any of them from him; I had need 
& therefore to take heed what: I do, that all 
© may pleaſe him, that every thing may be. 
* right 1n his Eyes, and ſuch as he approveth 
* of, For heis a moſt H6ly God, of purer 
&« eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on 
& iniquity, Hab. 1.13. The way of the wicked 
« ;5 an abomination to the Lord, Prov. XV. 9. 
«< Heis an Almighty and moſt Powerful God, 
&« and isable to caſt both ſoul and body into hell, 
&« Matt. X. 28. He, even he is to be feared, and 
&« who may ſtand in his fight, when he is angry ! 
« Pfal. LXXVI. 7. He isa moſt Juſt God, 
* and the Righteons Judge of all the Woup 
« 
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«© He will not at all acquit the wicked, Nah. T.3. 
« Seeing this molt Holy, Power/ul and Juſt 
«* God is the Judge of all, and will render to 
«all according rotheir works; and ſceing the 
«* ſame God who 1s to.judge us, is always 
«a preſcat eye-witneſs of every thing that 
we are. to be judgd for; certainly nothing 
can moredeſerve our Conlideration than this; 
and no. other conſideration can more over- 
awe us into a due carefulneſs to do always 
ſuch things as we are ſure are acceptable to 
him. 

3. A thirdthing that weare much to Con- 
ſider is- this, That nothing in the World but 
a fincert Holineſs of heart and li'e, can pleaſe 
this moſt Holy and Alſeeing God. Without 
holineſs no man ſball ſce the Lord, Heb. XII. 
I4. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſball 
ſee God,, Mat. V. 8. O how little is this Con- 
ſidered. by the generality of men | How tew 
have this in their thoughts, That to cleanſe 
aur ſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
and to perfect holi..eſs in the fear of the Lord, is 
the very work that the Promiſes of God 
ſhould put us upon ? Yer ſoit is, 2 Cor. VII. 
I. and no ocherwile.can we ever hope to be 
made partakers. of the Bleſſings promiſed, 
O that we would think well of this, and ſe» 
rioufly conlider, if this be the bulineſs that 
weare continually a doing ! If it be not, alas, 
E what 
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what. is it that we live for ? what are weall our 
life long a labouring for ? What, is it the bu- 
lineſs of our lives, to make our ſelves Ever- 
laſtingly * iſerable ? Are we hard at work, 
as moſt of us are one way orother, to no bet- 
ter purpoſe, than to vex and provoke our 
Holy and Righteous God, and to heap up 
Wrath unto our ſelves, againſt the day of 
Wrath ? O what pains do we take to undo 
our ſelves, when we know that nothing but 
we our ſelves can undo us! Whatever we are 
a doing, if this be not our chief work, to per- 
feft Holineſs, the one thing neceſſary is ſtill left 
undone; and we have yet done nothing to 
pleaſe God, and ſo had as good been doing no- 
thing at all ; ſeeing we are toiling all our days, 
without any reaſon to hope that we ſhall be 
Happy, and reap any thing but bitterneſs 
from all ourlabour, when our days are ended. 
For every man that hath this hope in him, puri- 
fieth himſelf even as he is pure, 1 Joh. Ill. 3. 
* Oconlider it in good ea;neſt, for it is a mat- 
* ter of moment! Shall we be ſo mad as to 
© live: to no other end, but to have time e- 
* nough to make our ſelves intollerably 
© wretched ? How ! ſhall we tire and wear 
* out our ſelves, merely to deſtroy our 
& ſelves ? Shall we toil like Oxen in the dirt 
* of this World, merely todefile our ſelves, 


* and make our ſelves odious in the ſight of 
*© our 
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&« qur heavenly Father? Shall we trifle away 
&« all our time in fin, and folly, and vanity, to 
« this good End, That we may be the ſurer of 
« aneternity of Torments and Sorrow ? Alas, 
« the World paſſeth away, and the Luſts 
«© thereof, to which we enſlave our ſelves ; 
« 2nd we draw near to Hell, and the flames 
© which are unquenchable. Could we conſt 
& der this, we would ſoon diſcern what man 
ner of perſons we ought to be, in all holy cons 
verſation and godlineſs, 2 Pet. III. 11. 

4. Conſider often what a price God Al- 
mighty has ſet upon us; how wonderfully he 
hath manifeſted his love towards us ; and 
what great aſtoniſhing things he hath already 
done to make us happy in himſelf. The 4» 
zels of God, thoſe glorious and holy Spirits, 
defire to look into theſe things (1 Pet. 1. 12.) 
with admiration and delight : beholding 
therein the manifold wiſdom of God, Eph. III: 
10. What more obliging courſe can we imas 
zine God could have taken to bring Sinners 
in love with Him, and their own Happineſs? 
How could he teſtify his love and care of us 
more convincingly than he hath done ? How 
many notable ways doth he daily exerciſe his 
loving-kindnefs towards us? Is riothing of 
_ this worth our ſerious Conſideration ? No 

not this, that when by the breach of the Firſt 


Covenant we were falr under the Curſe ; ins 
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ſtead of executing the judgment upon us 
which had been rhreaten'd, he was graciouſly 
pleas'd to make a xew one with us, and a 
much eaſier too ? Nor this, That when we 
had done enough to deſtroy our ſelves, ra- 
ther than ler us periſh, the moſt wonders 
ful thing that ever was, mult be contrived 
by Infinite Wiſdom to procure us a Savie 
our ? Had we deſerved to die? God's own 
eternal, only begotten , and beloved Sox, the 
immortal God, and eternal Life, muſt be 
brought into a capacity of dying,to redeem us. 
Were we become weak ? Omnipotence it ſelf 
muſt . be cloath'd with the weakneſs of our 
Nature, and in that bear our fins and ſorrows, 
The Creator of all things muſt be made man 
of a woman., The Kzjng of the wholg world 
mult be ade under the Law, to redeem them 
that were under the Law, that we mi_ht receive 
the adoption of Sons, Gal. iV. 4,5. Are we 
ignorant, and wicked ? The Holy Spirit of 
God muſt be ſent to be our Teacher and 
Guide, our San-tifer and our Comforter. 
Have we, after all, nced ſtill of bodily ſuc- 
cours and ſultenance, of wordly delights and 
refreſhments in our way to bleſſedneſs? Good 
God! what plenty and variety of all theſe 
doth he daily afford us ! 'Tis plaia, God 
would reſtrain us from nothing, but from 
doinz our ſelves a miſchief, How ann 
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have we broken his New Covenant of Grace. 
and ſinned againlt the greateſt of Mercies? 
And yet God ſpares us, an grants us time to 
repent in, and earneſtly invites us to be hap- 
py ; and loads us with all encouraging Bleſ- 
{ngs, both ſpiritual and temporal, every day. 
0 conſider all chis, how wonderfully. how 
many ways, how often and long God hath 
fhew'd himſelf gracious unto us in ]JEsus 
CHarisT! and deſpiſe not the riches of his 
goodneſs, and forbearaxce, and long-ſuffering, 
not conſidering, that the goodneſs of God leadeth 
« ts repentance, Rom. II. 4. 

5. Another thing which we ſhould daily 
be thinking on fo long as we live, is our Lat- 
ter End; how ſoon it may come, and what it 
is like to be. O that they were wiſe, that they 
underſtood this, that they would conſider their 
latter exd, Deut.XXXII.29. An Exd will come; 
and it ſeems ſtrange, that we ſhoal l all know 
it, and few of us conſider it to any pu-pole. 
We ſee every day in one or other, what 1s 
the end of all our Pleaſures, and Honours, 
and Riches, and every thing that we here dc- 
light in. All theſe are at anend when death: 
comes; and it is coming, and at hand, none 
of us knows how near. We are {ure it can- 
not be very far of; and every day we are 
lure it is nearer than it was the day before ; 
and the longer we live, the nearer it 1s {till 
E 3 Aud 
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And though all the things we are now ſo fond 
of, end in death, yet death will not make an 
end of us ; for after death is the Judgment, 
when we muſt all appear before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may. receive the 
things done in his body , according to that he 
bath done, whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor. 
5.ICc, Neither is there an end of us then, 
but according to the Sentence which ſhall 
then paſs upon us, Some ſball go away into 
everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous into 
life eternal, Matth. 25. 46, Now did we ſe- 
T1ouſly conſider this, that our End is like tq 
have no end, but is an endleſs ſtate of Bleſſed- 
neſs or Miſery, ſurely we would come a little 
ſooner to our ſelves, and learn the wit to ask 
our ſelves ſome Queſtions, ſuch as theſe. 
« What is it that I am a doing in this World? 
* What am I ſpending my time and labour 
«in? Am I Hes what my End will be? 
« Have I made my felf ready for a bleſſed 
« Eternity ? I have been labouring for the 
* things of this World,as it I could never have 
* enough of them; and yet I muſt ag 
« dye, and all I have labourad ſo hard for, will 
* be gone, and I ſhall carry nothing away 
* with me. I am continually caring for this 
* Body, and making a very Idol of it; my 
* buſineſs from morning to night is to feed 
+ it, and to adorn it. Andam lI nota " 
* 100 
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« fool for this * Muſt not this idolized Body 
&« of mine by and by rot in the Earth? And 
*am I taking all this pains to entertain the 
« Worms ? Who can dwell with Everlaſting 
« Burnings? And what care have I taken that 
«T may not?! How ſtand my Accounts a- 
« ]ainſt the day of Judgment ? Dol nothing 
& now but what I {hall be able to anſwer for 
«then? Or havel blotted out by repentance 
* all that will not paſs then for good ? O let 
* what will become of this World , which is 
©* but for a moment ; and of this Body,which 
« will quickly be all rottenneſs and putrefa- 
« tion ; my great care, if I be not quite 
* mad, mult be, by a holy and vertuous lite 
©* on Earth,to be fitted for an erernal glorious 
* Lifein Heaven. My days conſume apace, 
«and when my I amp of Life will be cxtin- 
* guithed, I know not. This day 1s here, 
* but to morrow's uncertain ; ?Tis therefore 
** high time for me to live well, that I may 
© live for ever. 

6, Conſider, as Holy David did, P/.CXIX, 
50. and as we are often call'd upon to do, our 
own ways. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
Conſider your ways, Hag I. 5,79. A man's 
ways are his thoughts, deſires, deſizns, delights, 
hopes , confidences , loves, fears, Or hatreas 
all his w:rds and ations, callings, profeſſions, 
cuſtoms ; and it ſhort, his whole converſation 
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rivately with himſclf, or abroad in the 
Vorld. This it concerns us much to think 
upon ; not as too many do, with delight and 
pleaſure in the very thoughts of their Sins, en- 
deavouring thus when rhe att is over, to taſte 
over the plcaſure again in their thoughts of it, 
and to continue the gutt and reliſh of it as 
long as they can : neither muſt we conſider 
and contrive in our thoughts new ways of ſin- 
ning ; how we may get into them, how we 
may walk on moſt ſecurely and moft pleaſant- 
ly 1n them, or how we may compaſs our 
worldly, carnal and devillith ends by them : 
this kind of thinking on our own ways, is 
(God knows) too common ; and many are 
{o pertect 1n this art of confidering their own 
war's, that they can hardly do any thing elle. 
But this we are to conſider, That we walk by 
the Rulc chat God hath given us; that we 
carefully mind what we do, and how, and 
to whatend we coit ; an:itaking a review of 
our ways paſt, examine whether they be ſuch 
as God approves of, We ſhould be as vigi- 
lanr over our fclves, and have as cloſe an eye 
to all our doings, as a molt wary Aſter or 
M:*reſs are wont to have over their Servants, 
whole either skill or faichfulneſs they moſt 
ſuſpect. Every ni;zht it would well become 
us to call our fſ:lves ro an account tor ail our 
doings, and {er nothing eſcape us, it it be 


poſlible, 
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poſſible, without trial. "Thus might we dif 
cern what our preſent ſpiritual ſtate and con- 
dition is, and whither the -ways we now 
walk in, will bring us in theend. Would we 
indeed well conſider all our own ways, and 
obſerve well whether they be the ways of 
God, of the-ways of the Devil and our own 
Luſts,and whither they tend, to life or death ; 
it were to be hoped we ſhould ſee the World 
in time reformed, and the ways of Piety and 
Holin:ſs come in requeſt again. Bur alas! 
whilſt men conſider fo little what they do, 
and live ſo careleſly and negligently, as tho 
their doings in this life had no relation art all 
ro their future ſtate 3 or as if they had no 
God to give an account to of what they do; 
'tis no wonder that ſo many run headlong to 
deſtruction in the ways which they have cho- 
ſen, and perſiſt in, without any conſidera- 
tion, what they are, or whither they lead. 
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The CONCLUSION. 


Aving pointed out ſome few things ve- 

e. { ry conſiderable, for the help of rholc 

wito have ot been accultomed to this mo{t 
neceilary duty of Conlideration; I ſhall 

<iary duty of Conſideration; I ſhall now 

conciude 
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conclude this Part with an earneſt Exhorta. 
tion to 1t. 

Let us all, as we love God and our own 
Souls, awaken our ſelves to this Work. No- 
thing can be of greater concernment to us, 
than the things we ought to conſider ; and 
therefore we mult be every way inexcuſable if 
we do not very ſeriouſly conſider them. Can 
it ſeem all one to us, whether we have a God 
over us, or none? Is it all one whether we 
be under his Government, or our own Ma- 
ſters ; under his power, or at our own com- - 
mand ? Are we no way concern'd in God's 
Infinite Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, Juſtice, 


Faithfulneſs, Holineſs , his Providence, or 


his Laws? Are his Works and Word , his 
Bleſſings and his Curſe, his Favour and Dif: 
pleaſure, his Niercies and his Judgments, all 
one to us? Can we be wholly unconcern'd 
whether he ſee us, or {ce us not ; whether he 
regard, or negle& us? Can we think it all a 
caſe, whether we behave our ſelves towards 
him as Subjz&ts, or as Rebels; whether he 
reward, or puniſh us? Is it no matter, whe- 
ther we live like Men, or Beaſts ; whether 
we uſe our Reaſon, or not ; whether we do 
what we were made for, or act contrary to 
our Nature, and the ends of our Creation ? 
Is it the ſame thing, whether we be holy or 
unholy ; 1:vely or abominable in the pure 
Eyes 
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Eyes of God ? Can we be indifferent, whe- 
ther God take any care for our Salyation, or 
none? whether we have a Saviour, or no Sa- 
viour ; be reconciled to God, or at enmity 
with him? Is it all one to us what our End 
ſhall be, whether we ſhall be acquitted, or 
condemned in the day of Judgment ? Whe- 
ther it ſhall be then ſaid to us, Come ye bleſſed, 
or depart ye curſed ? whether we ſhall forever 
rejoice in Heaven, or burn in Hell ? Makes 
it no matter, whether the time of this life be 
wiſely improved, or vainly waſted ? whether 
we be inted 1n time for mercy,or ſtay till it be 
toolate ? If none of all theſe things be of any 
concernment to us, then are they not worth 
our thinking on ; neither are we our ſelves 
worthy of our own Thoughts; and it's no 
matter what becomes of us, whether we 
ſhall be ſaved, or damned. Nay; 'tis plain, 
we think not our Souls worth the faving. 
But if there be any weight in theſe matters, 
and if it be not all one tous, whether we be in 
Glory, or in Torment ; then are theſe things 
well worth our ſcrious conſidering ; and it 
cannot be all one to us, whether we think 
much of them, or no. Our meat will not 
keep us from famiſhing, or alive, it we do 
not cat and digeſt it. No means of Salvation 
will keep us trom periſhing , if they be not 
conſlider'd. God's Word and R— 
us 
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his Judgments and Mercies, his Promiſes and 
T hreatnings; all the Merits of Chriſt, and all 
the gracious Invitations of the Goſpel, and all 
the helps of the Miniſtry, are quite loſt unto 
us, without Serious Conſideration ; and we 
go to Hell when Heaven is ſet open to us, for 
want of conſidering whither we are going, 
How can we poflibly excuſe our ſelves for 
this groſs negle ? Ir is no hard matter for 
one to think of himſelf, and his own Cecn- 
cerns. It 1s natural and unavoidable to us to 
think of ſomething ; and is it not reaſonable 
then to think on ſomething to ſome purpoſe ? 
W hen we cannot hinder our thoughts from 
being buſie, 1s it not fit we ſhould ſer them 
on work for our good ? Can we excuſe our 
ſelves for not thinking moſt on the belt things, 
which will do us molt good 2 Can our own 
Conſciences acquit us, tor not thinking how 
we may eſcape Eternal Miſery ? Can any 
one pity us,or ſhall not we curſe our ſelves, if 
we periſh only for want of conſidering how 
we may be faved ? Are the things which be- 
long unto our Peace hid from us, ſo that we 
can have no thoughts of them? Hath not God 
laid them plain and open betore us, ſo as he 
that runs may read them? Have we not yct 
we!l learn'd them? And can we excuſe our 
ielzcs tor ſuch a Sin and Folly ? Have we 
go 1cechers to in{truct us ?. Have we no ca- 
: | pacity 
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pacity of learning ? Have we no Eyes to ſes 
with, no light to ſee by ? Are we forgetful ? 
And have we not daily remembrancers of 
what we are ſo apt of our ſelves to forget ? 
Alas! all comes to this at laſt; We are idle 
and negligent, we are ſturdy and obitinate 
we are wicked and perverſe; we take no de: 
light in God ; we care not for ſpiritual 
things. O how ſhall we then eſcape for ne- 
glefting ſo great Salvation ? 

Have we no Reaſon to conſider ? Are we 
nqt in the greateſt danger by not conſidering ? 
May we not be {urprized by Death, before we 
have learn'd to live; by Judgmeat , before 
our Accounts he ready ; by Hell-fire, before 
we ſo much as feard it ? May we not be 
tempted out of the: way to life, ere we are 
aware of it, by a. thouſand remprations for 
want of conſidering ? May we not fall aſleep, 
and ſleep on ſecurely, rill all be in flames a- 
bout us, and there ſhall be no eſcaping, no- 
thing but terror and amazement ? Good God ! 
that nothing ſhould make-us ſenſible of this 
danger who are atherwiſe ſo apr to be afraid, 
even where no fear is ! What, will we nor be 
lafe at ſo ealle a rate as a little timely thinking 
of our danger ! | 

What can {weeten and ſmooth unto ys all 
the ſour, rough, and melancholly paſſages of 
thus life, and make them in any —_— 4 

erable 
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lerable to us, but Conſideration ? Whar is ir 
that can ſtrengthen us either to prevent, or 
remove,or bear the croſs,and all affliting Ac- 
cidents ; the Loſles and Diſappointments, the 
Sickneſles and Pains, the Griefs and Vexa- 
tions of this Lite, but Serious Conſideration ? 
Such may any Mans Condition be in this 
World, thac nothing in the World, but the 
conſideration of his own Integrity, of God's 
Love, and the Joys of Heaven, can give him 
the leaſt comfort or eaſe of mind. His whole 
refreſhment 1s this, That he is in the right, 
though it be a rugged way ; that he ſhall 
ſhortly be at his Journeys end, and out of 
this uneaſlie way, at home in his Father's 
Houſe, where he ſhall reſt in bleſſedneſs for 
ever. Nothing but this Conſideration .can 
keep up his ſpirits, or prevent his fainting in 
the way. And 1hall we not, to make our 
life eaſie to us, and our burthen light, be at 
the pains of a few timely ſerious '| houghts ? 
| Whether we will conſider or no, God doth 
always conſider us, and all our ways, and 
doings, and that in order to an Eternal Re- 
ward or Punithment. . If God would” not 
regard what we do, we needed the leſs to 
conſider what we do. Were it all one to 
God, how we live, and he made no diffe- 
rence between the Sheep and Goats, we 
ſhould need the leſs to conſider unto _ 
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Flock we belong. But we know *tis other- 
wiſe, He numbers i” and watches over 
our fins ; our tranſereſſion is ſeal'd up in a bag, 
be ſows up our iniquity, Job XIV. 16, 17. 
Though we conſider 1t not in our hearts, he 
remembreth all our wickedneſs ; our doings 
beſet us about, they are before his face ; 
Hof. VII. 2. 

The Devil and his Angels conſider us, and 
watch all opportunities, which our inconſi- 
deration makes them in abundance, to take 
us at unawares, and as it were faſt aſleep. 
When the Husbandman {leepeth, then is the 
proper ſeaſon for the Enemy to ſow his Tares. 
When we are at reſt in our minds, ſecure, 
and conſider little ; then 1s it Satan's oppor- 
tunity to ſow the Seed of Wickedneſs in our 
Hearts, We muſt be on our watch againſt 
this devouring Lion, if we would not be de- 
voured by him : and our only Security is Se- 
rious Conſideration. 

O how much Miſery would a ſcaſonable 
conſidering of things prevent ! Miſery, which 
will make us at length ſadly conſider, when 
it will be too late. Now Conlideration will 
do us much good , *then *twill do us hurt: 
When *twill do us good, we will not conſider ; 
when *twill do us hurt, we cannot chuſe but 
conlider. O Folly of all Follies ! What a 
madneſs is this, not to do to our comfort 
now, 
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now, what it we do not now, we muſt do 
hereafter to our ſorrow ? What would the 
Damned in Hell now give, that either 
they had confider'd when they would 
not, or could not now conſider when 
they muſt? Now Conſideration would pre- 
vent Hell-torments, then it will in a great 
part make them. Had the Rich Glutton 
conſider d what he muſt endure in Hell, tic 
would not have delighted in the way to Hell ; 
thither he came becauſe he coalider'd not,thart 
thither he was going ; and that being there, 
no Conſideration could bring him back again. 
Yea, how many ſevere Judyments __ we 
eſcape in this lite, did we well conſider? Theſe 
« bings haſt thou done ({aith God) and I kept 
ſilence , thou thoughteſt that I was altogether 
ſuch an one as thy [if ; but I will reprove thee, 
and [et them in order before thine eyes. Now con- 
foder this, ye that forget God, leſt I tear tou in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver, Plal. L. 
20, 21, Whata folly is it to (leep on, 'rill 
God be forced by his Rod to awake us ! But 
what a madneſs, not to awake « hen his Ro 

Is upon us, bur to {lcep on (till, till we awake 
in Everlaſting Burnings ! 
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Hope there hath been enough ſaid in the 
former Part of this Diſcourſe, to con- 
vince us of the neceſſity of Serious Con- 
ſideration ; and if Conſideration be {0 ve- 

ry neceſſary, it is to this end, that we nay 
live wef{ here, arid happily hereafter. It ap+ 
pears, by what hath been ſaid, that none but 
ſerious, thinking, and conſidering Petſons, can 
live well ; and *ris certain, ttiat none, but 
they who live well, have any reaſon to lope, 
that they can die well; or that they can be 
happy after dearh. Therefore was it ncec- 
fat in the firſf place, we ſhould be pur ini 
mind of this important Duty, whicti is fo ge- 
nerally negle&ed, arid _ negle&t whitert 
faws 
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draws ſo great an Evil after it, as that of h- 
ving only to diſhonour God, and to deſtroy 
- our ſelves eternally. But now 'tis alſo as 
evident from all that hath been ſaid , that the 
deepeſt and molt Serious Conſideration, even 
of the beſt and moſt conſiderable things, is 
but a great deal of trouble to no purpoſe ; and 
indecd a very idie thing, if it bring us not to 
a ſtedfaſt reſolution, and a ſtrenuous exdeavour 
to behave our ſelves, throughout the whole 
courſe of this life, ſo as may belt pleaſe God, 
and moſt conduce to our own Eternal Hap- 
pineſs. Reſolving is the end of Conſidering, 
and Doing is the perfeQing of Reſolution. 
Without conſtant pra7zce, 'tis neither conſide- 
ring nor purpoſing that will bring us to bleſſed- 
6 4 Tothink much, merely for thinking's 
ſake, is juſt to as much purpoſe, as to think 
of nothing at all ; a man may pollibly become 
more knowing by 1t, bur he 1s not one jot the 
better. If then we will improve our Conſi- 
deration to our advantage, we mult take the 
ſame courſe, which, as we have ſeen before, 
David took ; who no ſooner had conſider a, but 
forthwith he :ur#d his feet unto God's Teſt imo- 
nies, Yea, he made haſte, and delayed not to keep 
God's Commandmeuts. This muſt be the 
{ruit of our Conſideration, if we conlider to 
any purpoſe. As the Prodizal Son in the Pa- 


1ble, Luk. XV. no ſooner came to hinf elf, and 
conlider'd 
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conſider'd things well ; but ſtraightway he 
reſolved to return to his Father ; and havin 
reſolved, away he went without delay : {5 
are we todo, if we would be ſafe and happy; 
conſidering well, repent immediately of all our 
Sins, and without ſtop enter upon a new 
courſe of life. And this is the bulinels of this 
Second Part, to ſhew the neceſlity of a ſpeedy 
Repentance, and the abſurdity of Delayzing it: 
It is a work that requires all the haſte that 
we can make, and admits of nodelay art all. 
Firſt, We cannot repent too ſoon. Secondly, 
We may defer Repentance till it be too late: 
Theſe are the two things I ſhall now make 
very plain. 
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No man can Repent t90 ſoon: 


R Epentance , iS a turning from our own 
\ Sinful ways, into the ways of God's 
Commandments ; out of the way of Death, 
into the way of Life; it is a /eavine 
off to be bad, and a growing good: 'tis a 
change of the whole man for the better, both 
of the inward temper of his heart, and of rhe 
outward courſe of his Life and Converſation. 
And can it now be hs a to prove, that this 
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cannot be done too ſoon ? Can one too early 
et out of daxger and be ſafe? Can one too 
{oon begin to grow Happy ? NeedT uſe argu- 
ments to convince us, that one cannot make 
too much haſte to be a good man ? And yet fo 
ſtrangely bewitch'd and blinded are Sinners, 
{uch an almoſt inncredible power hath Satan 
got over men, to blind their eyes, and dar- 
ken their minds, that they dote on nothing ſo 
much as on their own foulneſs and deformity ; 
and nothing is harder to convince them of, 
than that it 1s better for them to be c/eax than 
filthy, well than ſick, good than bad; wiſe than 
fools, happy than miſerable. Who would 
think, that a Reaſonable Creature ſhould be 
ſo Senſeleſs? And yet almoſt al the work , 
and I am ſure, the hardeft part of that which 
the M:iFers of Chriſt have todo, isto make 
men ſenſible of this,That a man cannot too ſoon 
be good; the thing which IT am now to ſhew ; 
and ſhew it I can, but to make men ſee and 
believe it, is the work of God alone ; and we 
muſt Humbly and Earneſtly in Fervent 
Prayer beſeech Himtodoit; I mean to make 
us efteQually Sexſible of theſe three things. 


1. That we cannot too ſoon do, what is at all 
times our Duty to do. 
2. That we cannot too ſoon do, what alone 


can ſet us in ſafety. 
| o }. That 
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3. That we cannot too ſoon do that, without 
which our life is very uncomfortable. 


1. We cannot too ſoon do that, which is at all 
times our Duty to do; and there is no part of 
our life, how early ſoever it be, that it is not 
our duty to Repent in it, and keep the Com- 
mandments of God. What we cannot do 
ſooner than it is our Duty to do it, cannot 
be done too ſoon ; and what itis our Duty al- 
ways to be doing, cannot be begun too ſoon. 
Weare always S:zzers, therefore we cannot 
Repent too ſoon ; becauſe it cannot be ſooner 
than we have Sins to be Repented of, Were 
Repentance no more, than what too many I 
fear take it to be, a being forry that we have 
ſinned ; it could not be too ſoon ; for ſo ſoon 
as we have Sinned, we have cauſe to be 
ſorry that we have Sinned ; and we have all 
Sinned even from our Infancy : And ſo ſoon 
as we have Offended God, it is our Duty to 
be ſorry that we have Offended Him. Were 
it no more, but a hatred of Sin, a confeſſing of 
it, or reſolving againſt it, yea, or any ſort 0 
attual forſaking it, and begging God's Pardon 
for it : nothing of all this could be done too 
ſoon ; becauſe it is our Duty todo all this fo 
{ſoon as we have Sinned ; and we have always 
had Sins to be hated, confeſs, reſolv'd againſt, 
pardon'd and forſaken. And yet, were = 
Þ 3 a 


76 


T he Sin and Danger 


all that is meant by Repeztance, though we 
could not but confeſs it very reaſonable, that 
all this ſhould be done ſo ſoon as we are ſenſi- 
ble that weare Szzxers; yet I fear we ſhould 
not think it altogerher zeceſſary ; but would 
rather flatter our ſelves, that it would be 
enough to da it inour laſt Sickneſs, or ſome 
few days or hours before we die; becauſe all 
this, if we have but ſo much re, and fo 
much ſenſe and «zderſtanding left us as to 
think of it,may then be done; and I doubt not, 
but it is done by a great many, who yet do 
not Repent unto life, as will be ſhewn anon. 
But ſeeing Repentance is all this, and a great 
deal more than all this ; even a through change 
of life, not for death, but for a more Holy life, 
and that, not in Heavez, but on Earth ; 
ſeeing it 15 a /eaving of Sin, not to do nothing, 
but to doour Duty ; a turninp from our own 
wicked ways unto God's Teſtimonies, and the 
keeping of his Commanaments , it is a Duty, 
that weare always to be doing ſo long as we 
live, and can only be done whilſt we live ; 
and is in great danger not to be done at allit 
it be not ſoon begun ; and cannot be done too 
ſoon, becauſe the doing of it ſoon, even ſo 
{oon as we Can, isa partof the Duty, 'Fo 
make this plainer, let us Firſt briefly con{tde 

what tac Duty of Repentance 15, as 1n tne 
Holy S:ripture 18 1s deſcribed unto us; _ 
Ye £644 
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Secondly, what time the ſame Scripture di- 
res us to, for the doing of it ; and by both 
we ſhall eaſily perceive, that we cannot re- 
pent too ſoon ; becauſe no ſooner than it is 
our Duty. 


Firſt, Obſerve how the Duty of Reper- 
tance 15 deſcribed unto us in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, Ezzk, XVII. 21. It is a turning from 
all our fizs which we have committed, and a 
keeping of all God's Statutes, and doing that 
which is lawful and richt. And v.3i. A 
caſting away from us all our tranſgreſſions, where- 
-by we have tranſgreſſed ; and making us a new 
heart, and a new ſpirit. It is an amending of 
our ways and onr doings, Jer. VII. 3. A4ze 
turning every man from his evil way, and ma- 
king our ways and our doings good, Jer. NV iIl. 
11. It implicth 4 godly ſorrow for Sin, yet 
that godly ſorrow is not Repextance; but 
worketh repentance to ſalvation not to be res 
pented of, 2 Cor. VII. 10. It 1implicth 2 ha- 
tred of every falſe way, Plal. CXIX. 104. 4 
being aſhamed,and confounded for our own ways, a 
loathing our ſelves in our own fiaht, for our 
tniquities, and for our abominations, Fzek, 
XNAXVLI. 31,32. 4 confeſſine and forfaking 
onr fias, Prov. NXRViIH. tg. And yet all tius 
1» not the whole Duty of Repextance. But as 
we muſt ceaſe to do evil, lo mut we learn to 
F:-4 as 


Bo The Sinand Danger 


do well alſo, Iſa. I. 16, 179. We muſt both 
eſchew evil, and do god, 1 Pet.IIT 11. Nei- 
ther is this ro berhoughta work, on which it 
may be enough to bettow ſome ſmall part of 
our life, when it grows near to anend; for 
Repent apce 1s thus expreſs'd, Tit. 1. 12. 4 
denying ungodlineſs and worldly lufts, and lrving 


Jovers righteonſly , and godly in this preſent 


worla. Can we think the Apoſtle meant no 
more by theſe words, but that we ſhould do 
this for ſome fo ears Or days of our old age be- 
fore we die ! Certainly no man can be ſo 
fooliſh as to think ſo ; but rather, that even 
ſo long as we live in this preſent World, and 
whilit we are a /ooking for that bleſſed hope 
mention'd Y. 13. thatis, ſo long as we live, 
we ſhould do this, as Zacharias clearly ex- 
prefſeth it, Luk. I. 75. That we ſhould ſerve 
God in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all 
the days of our life. And ty patient continuance 
in well doing, ſcek for glory, and honour, and 
immortality, Rom. IT. 7. I am confident, that 
no body can now imagine, that fuch a Re- 
pentance as 1n theſe places of Holy Scripture 1s 
commended to us, can be the work of a dyize 
man, or that it is not work enough for one's 
whole life, how long ſo ever. However 'tis 
plain, that it is our Duty in all the ſeveral 
ages of life, and at all times whilſt we live, 
and therefore no point of our rime can be too 
| {oon 
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ſoon to begin it in; but every moment that 
we wilfully neglect it, we add to our Sins by 
leading ſo-long an unholy life, contrary to 
the Command of God. But this will more 

fully be proved afterwards. 
Secondly, Oblerve what time the ſame 
Scripture direCts us to for the ſetting upon 
this Duty. And we ſhall hardly find, that 
it commends to us any other #:»e but the pre- 
ſent ; there is no to morrow, that | know of, 
allow'd us to depend upon ; not the leaſt 
countenance or encouragement to procraſti- 
ation or driving off to another time. There- 
fore now, / atth the Lord, turn ye eve unto 
me, Joel Il. 12. Now it is high time to awake 
out of fleep, Rom. XIII. 11. Behold now is 
the accepted time, behold now is the day of ſa/24- 
tion, 2Cor.V1.2. To day if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not yorr hearts, Heb. III. 7. Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, Eccl. 
XII. it. No part, no day of our Age too 
ſoon. Wearealways call'd upon to repent, 
preſently, to day, juſt now; and not told we may 
ſtay till to morrew, or bid to do it ſometime 
hereafter. Whenever therefore we are called 
tO repent, and that is as ſoon ſocver as weare 
made to underſtand that we are (inners,andthat 
Repentance 1s our duty;then 1s 1t 0!1r quty to ſet 
about it ; and to put it off longer, is a violati- 
on of our duty,and a new ſ{in;and therefore 't13 
CCr- 
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certain, we can never begin to repent too ſoon. 
2. We cannot too ſoon do that, without the 
doing whereof we can never be in a ſafe conditi- 
0a ; no man thinks he can make too much 
hate to be ſafe : And nothing can be plainer 
than this, 'That we arc never in a ſafe cond;- 
tion, till we be /izcere Penitents ; therefore 
we cannot reext too ſoon , unleſs we can be 
ſafe too ſoon. Can any one think he hath 
too ſoon got out of the Lion's mouth, out of 
the ſnares of the Devil, and from the Borders 
of Hell? Can any one think it too ſoon 
to be within view of Heaven and Eter- 
nal Joys? Then indeed he may think it too 
ſoon to repent of his {ins, and walk in the 
ways of God's Commandments. Did we 
bur really believe, and well conſider, That 
we are always 1n daxeer of Eternal Deſtrutti- 
0a ; and every moment ready to fall into the 
bottomleſs Pit of Fire and Brimſtoze, out of 
which there is no Redemption, ſo long as we 
JF0 01 1N any of the ways of ſin;tho we had no 
ſenſe of our :)bligations and Duty to God, and 
:ho we had noLove to him,which ſhould con- 
ſtraja us to doany thing for his fake ; and leſt 
weſhould be wanting in our Duty to him;yet 
one would think the apprehenſion of the dax- 
oer We are in of periſhing, ſhould make us 
afraid to go on, and fear ſhould conſtrain us, 
tor our own fakes, to change our _— of 
ite, 
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life, leſt we ſhould be wanting to our /elves 
and our own {e. Our Bleiled ] fs u 5, 
who came to /ave us from Death and Deſtru- 
Etion, came to call us to Repertaxce, that we 
may be ſaved ; that being the only door that 
God, for his ſake, -hath opened unto us to 
Salvation. He himſelf it was that ſaid, Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye (ball af periſh, Luke XIIT. 3. 
And when St. Jon the Baptiſt ſaw the Phari- 
ſees and Sadauces coming to his Bap:iſm, 
which was the Baptiſm of Repentance, he 
thus ſaluted them, O gereration of wipers, who 
hath warned you te flee from the wrath to come ? 
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance, 
Matth. III. 7,8. Shewing them, That there is 
no other way of eſcaping the Wrath of God, 
which always burneth againſt fin and wicked - 
neſs, but ſuch a Repertance as brings fort! 
the Fruits of Rightcouſnels. Till we un- 
feignedly Repent of our fins, weare ina ſtate 
of (in; and fo long are we the chilaren of 
wrath, Eph. II. 3. The wrath of God «reveal. 
ed from heaven, az ainſt all ungodlineſs and ni 
righteouſneſs of ea, who hold the truth in uns 
righteouſneſs, Rom. T. 158. Whilſt we know 
what is our Duty to God, and yet do it nor, 
there are many {iripcs ready for us; and God 
hath declared botn by many 'Threatnings, and 
by many Examples of his juſt Tndignation, 
that his Wrath is kindled againtt us. / God 
[parcd 
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ſpared not the old world, but ſaved Noah the 
eighth perſon, a preacher of righteouſneſs, bring- 
ing the flogd upon the world of the ungodly. And 
turning the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into 
aſhes, condemned them with an overthrow, ma- 


king them an enſample unto thoſe that after 
ſhould live uxgodly, 2 Pet. II. 5, 6. They ſuf- 


fering the vengeance of eternal fire, Jude 7. 


W hart /afety can the imperitent Sinner promiſe 
himſelf, or whither will he fly, and take San- 
Qtuary from the Fiery Indignation of proyo- 
ked Juſtic2 and Omanipotence? Whilſt we 
preſumptuouſly continue in our ſins, we heap 
up wrath againſt the day of wrath, Rom. II. 
Our Sins cry aloud to the Al/miobty, for his 
Vengeance upon us. His Judgments hang 
over our heads, like the naked Sword over 
the head of the Tyrazt, by a ſingle hair of 
Mercy ; andif our fins once break that, we 
are ſuddenly cut off from the land of the li- 
ving. God will wound the hairy ſcalp of ſuch 4 
one as goeth on ſtill in his treſpaſſes, Plal. 
LXVIIL. 21. For God #« angry with the wick- 
ed every day. If he turn not, he will whet his 
ſword ; he hath bent his bow, and made it ready. 
He hath prepared for him the inſtrument of 
death, Plal. VII. 11,12,13, God hath made 
all things ready for the execution of his Wrath 
whenſoever it pleaſeth him ; and no ſinner 
knoweth how ſoon God will ſmite him down 
to 
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to Hell. If he ſtay yet a while longer, itis to 
give ustimeto repent ; and if we repent not 
ere long, he is the mean while but — 
his Sword, and bending his Bow to its ful 

bent, that whenever he pleaſeth to take his 
own time for it, his Sword may pierce deep, 
and his Arrow flye home, and wound mor- 
tally. Indeed he hath declared himſelf to be 
very graciow, and flow towrath ; and our own 
daily experience aſſures us that he is ſo ; and 
this wicked uſe we are too apt to make of it, 
That by his /ong-ſuffering and | erragnun we 
embolden our ſelves to fin the longer, and to 
delay our Repentance, in hope of longer for- 
bearance ſtill. Yea, Becauſe ſentence againſt 
an evil work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore 
the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them 
to do evil, Ecclel. VIII. 11. A ſtrange and 
moſt unreaſonable preſumption this, as thoa 
man could be the ſafer, the longer he abuſed 
God's Patience, and turn'd his Grace into 
wantonneſs, and even dared him to do his 
worſt. Oh that we would conſider how un- 
adviſedly we att for our ſelves ! how ill we 
conſult for our own ſafety ! and what Fools 
we are to think we can be /afe, whilſt we are 
provoking God by our Sins, and by this Sin 
eſpecially , of preſuming, he will yet forbear 
us longer, becauſe he hath forbora much 
longer already than wedeſery'd. Not conſi- 
 dering 
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dering the goodneſs of God in his forbearaxce 
and long-ſuffering, which ſhould lead ms to re- 
pentance ; after our hardneſs and impenitent 
hearts, we treaſure up unto our ſelves wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, and the revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God, Rom. II. 5. 
How tooliſhly ſecure ſoever we may be in our 
ſinful courſes, yet certain it 1s, we are never 
ſafe. Jonas may ſleep, and fear nothing, but 
the Winds and Seas are not quiet for all that 
while ; and he is in no leſs d:zzer becauſe he 
thinks not of it. Whilſt we. fin, God's An- 
ger is purſuing us, and we know not how 
loon it will overtake us. Seeing therefore we 
are never ſafe till we repent, we cannot re- 
pent too ſoon, unleſs it can be too ſoon to 
be ſafe. | 

3. We cannot too ſoon do that , without 
which our life can never be comfortable to us. 
Comfort is the very life of life; and a life 
without Comfort, is worſe than death. And 
truly a life of fin is a life without any true 
Comfort at all; and falſe Comfort is not 
worth the having, unleſs it can be worth 
ones while to go laughing into the Fire of 
Hell, which never ſhall be quenched : We 
cannot therefore too ſoon repent, except we 
can think it too ſoon to lead a comfortable 
life : And that the impenitent ſinner can have 
no true Comfort, is plain enough from what 
was 
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was laſt conſfider'd, That he can have no 
ſafety; for certainly an «xſafe condition is al- 
ſoa very uncomfortable condition ; and I know 
not what can comfort him that ſees himſelf 
every moment in greateſt danger of periſhing 
evcrlaſtingly. What ? Can there be any place 
for Comfort 1n that man's breaſt, that knows 
himſelf to be at Exmity with God, and God 
to be incens'd againſt him ? Can he find Com 
fort, who walks whereever he goes, under a 
full-charg'd Cloud of YVexpeaxce, ready when- 
ever God gives the word, to break upon his 
head ? Can there be any Comfort in a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment aad fiery indig- 
nation, which ſhall devour the adverſaries? And 
yet this is all he hath any reaſon to look for, 
who ſins wilfully, after he hath received the 
knowledge of the truth, and holds on without 
Repentance, Heb X. 26.27. Indeed we ſce 
it too often, That the molt abominable Sin- 
ners can ſo harden themſelves in Sin, that 
they grow inſenſible of their danger : And 
not only ſo, but they can find much Pleaſure, 
too ({uch as it is) in ſerving their luſts ; nay, 
and whilſt they do ſo, can Batter themſelves 
with a fooliſh conceit that all's well enough 
with them. And juſt ſo may a man in a ſwooz, 
orinany ſtupifying Diſeaſe, be inſenſible that 
he is in danger of death ; and a man in his 
ſleep, may not perceive that the Houlc over 
Is 
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his head is on fire: Yea, he may have many 
pleaſant Dreams in the midſt of his danger ; 
and a Mad-man may take pleaſure in his wad- 
ze[s, and yet he's as mad as he, that thinks 
ſuch a Pleaſure to be a Comfort.Such a comfort 
may an ipenitent Sinner have in his wicked 
life, whilſt his ſins keep him too bulie to think 
of his danger. But whenever he ſhall begin 
to think {criouſly, ( which ſuch a one 1s very 
unwilling to do, and which unwillingneſs of 
his is a manifeſt ſign that he can find nothing 
Comfortable 1 his preſent ſtate, elſe would, he 
be more willing to think of it) he will find 
his pleaſure quickly vaniſh. Let him appre- 
hend himſelf in preſent danger of 4yinz, and 
let him think whither Death is about to con- 
vey him, and what he can plead if he ſhall be 
called to the great Fudzment ; and then even 
his «xcertainty of what ſhall become of hitn, 
or what he {hall find in another World, will 
ſoon deteCt the vanity of all his preſent Com- 
forts. But now on the other ſide, how ſweet 
and pleaſant arethe thoughts of that happy 
perſon, who hath repented unfeignedly of his 
Sins, and walks before God iri the ways of 
his Commandments with a perfect heart ! 
He lives in a conſtant friendſhip with the Fa- 
ther of mercies, and God of all conſolation ; witti 
the Bleſſed ] Es us in whom he is reconciled 


unto the Father : and who hath faid _ 
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his Diſciples; Te are my friends, if ye do what- 


ſoever T command you, John XV. 14. Hence 
was Abraham called the friend of God, Jam. ll. 


23. Now faith Chriſt, I ſay unto you my 
friends, Be not afraid, Luke XII. 4. This 1s 
the penitent man's comfort, he is at peace with 
God, amd there ts no condemnation to them that 
walk not after the fleſh , but after the ſpirit; 
Rom. VIII. 1. Yea, he hath this comtorta- 
ble Promiſe, wv. 28. 4U things work together 


for his good. Were there no more 1n 1t bur 


this, That the Penitent is freed from the 
fear of Eternal Puniſhment, and that his 
Sins are forgiven ; that he is free from the 
ſtings and ſmartings of a guilty Conſcience, 
which is now purified and healed ; certainly 
this alone is ſo great a comfort; that no man 
of any ſenle can think he can get too {don in- 


' to ſuch a condition. Is it not an exceeding 


comfortable thing to a man, that he can go 
about his honeſt buſineſs, or lawful fs 
ments; and quietly, after all, betake himſelf - 
to his ref, without the angry rebukes of his 
own Conſcience, and without any dreadful 
apprehenſions of God's being diſpleaſed witli 
him? Is it not very comfortable to be confi- 
dent of God's /ove and favour, of his father- 
ly bleſſing, and of his ſpecial care and provi- 
dence ? Is it not very comfortable to be able 
i the P/almiſt's words » Ejab IV. 8. to toy 

alter 
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after all the hard labours and troubles of the 
day paſt, I will both lay me down in peace, and 
ſleep ;, for thou, Lord, only makeſt me awell tp 
ſafety. Let it thunder and lighten, let the 
winds blow, and the waves beat , let all the 
World be in tumult and confuſion , the Pent- 
rent is got into his ſafe Harbour, his ſtrong 
Tower, his inviolable Santtuary. Let mens 
'Fongues be whetted like Swords,let the Devil 
and his ſuborned Tools bring thouſands of Ca- 
I1mnies and falſe Accuſations ; his own Cor- 
ſcience ſtill acquits him, and his rejoycing us 
this, the teſtimony of his conſcience, that in fim- 
plicity and godly ſincerity he hath had his conver- 
ſation in the world, 2 Cor. I. 12. Let dangers 
and Enemies encompals him round abour on 
all (ſides, his God is his ProteQtor 3 and who, 
ſaith he, can hurt me, if I be a follower of that . 
whehys good ? 1 Pet. III. 13. Nothing can ſe- 
parate me fiom the love of God which u« in 
CHRIST JESUS my Lord, Rom. VIIL. 
39; Finally ; So long as he lives, hecan re- 
Joice in hope of the glory of God; yea, and 
glory in tribulation alſo, Rom. V. 2, 3, And 
when he comes to dye, he can without any 
diſturbance take leave of this World, and 
triumph over Death; ſaying, O death ! where 
is thy ſkin? O grave! where # thy wittory? 
Bleſſed be God who hath given us the vittory 
throuhTeESUS CHRIST onr Lord, 1 Cor. 
XV. 55, $7- 
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XV. 55, 57. T1 have fought 4 good fight, 1 
have Pars my colftyſe, I have kept the faith ; 
henceforth there is laid up for me 4 crown of 
righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. IV. 7, 8. Is it now 
poſſible that any one can make tov mucli 
haſte to get into this comfortable Condition ? 
No man that conſidereth aright his Da#y, his 
Safety, or his Comfort, can think it- at any 
time too ſoon to repent. 
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SEC 'F; 1 
The Sin of DELAY. 


ow it can never be too ſoon for a 
Sinner to repent of his ſinful courſe of 
life ; yet I darenot ſay that it can never be too 
{ate; a man therefore cannot make too much 
haſte, becauſe he knows not whether any 0- 
ther time after this, will not be too /ate; and 
becauſe» the longer he delays it, the more 
cauſe he hath ſtill to fear that ir will be ſo. 
Indeed every delzying of this Duty is ſinful ; 
and therefore look how long it is delay d, 10 
much always in oze ſenſe it is too late ; be- 
cauſe ir was not ſo ſoon as it ought to have 
been, or not ſoo enongh to prevent a Sin: 
It hath been already proved, thatit cannot be 
done /ooner than it is our duty to do it ; be- 
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cauſe it 15 our duty at all times, and we ought 
always to be doing 1t : and therefore, if it be 
delay'd at all, we do it later than in duty we 
were bound to do; and that's zoo late in re- 
ſpeC& to God's Command. It hath alſo been 
proved, that it cannot be done ſoozer than it 
15 onr z2tereſt and near concerp to do it ; be- 
cauſe we can never be ſafe, nor enjoy any 
trae comfort till it be done; and therefore 
again, if it be delay'd at all, it comes /ater 
than we ſtood in need of it, and that's too 
fate in reſpeCt to our own welfare. God, all 
the time we delay it, wants his right, the ho- 
nour due unto him ; and weall the while loſe 
much good, our ſafety and comfort ; and fo 
in both reſpects it is foo /ate, if it be at all de- 
layd. But now, it may be be 700 /ate too (I 
will not ſay in a worſe, but to us) ina ſadder 
ſenſe ; that is, we may-drive it off ſo long, 
that it will be #oo late to repent at all, and 
till there be neither time nor power left us to 
repent ; and what will become of us then ? 
How long any one may delay his Repentance 
before it be too late in this ſenſe, no man li- 
ving can tell him : And therefore whoſo is 
wiſe, will not delay his Repentance at all. 
Of this I ſhall ſay more afterwards : at pre- 
ſent, I ſhall endeavour to make us all a little 
more ſenſible of the ſinfulneſs of delaying, and 
eriving of our Repentance , and the keep- 
ing 
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ing of God's Commandments, from day to 
day ; how contrary it 1s to all Scripture and 
Reaſon. 

And truly this delay is ſo contrary to both 
theſe, that it ſeems very wonderful, how any 
one ſhould not be aſbamed, as well as afraid 
to uſe. jt. There can be nothing in the World 


more abſurd, than for a man at once to pro- 


fels he believes the Goſpel, and owns the du- 
ty of Repentance as neceſlary ; and to delay 
this duty : for this delay ſeems no leſs than 
a bold attempt to cancel and blor out the 
whole Goſpel! at one daſh, and to change 
the order and method which God hath pre- 
ſcribed for the bringing of Sinners to Salva- 
tion, for a new one of our own contriving. 
It ſeems, I ſay, the making of a zew Goſpel 
for our ſelves, and a new way to Bleſſednels, 
which God never approved of, nor allow'd. 
And is not this as abſurd, as to ſet our ſelves 
in our Saviour's ſtead, and a taking upon us 
to make for our ſelves a zew and eaſter way 
to Heaven ? 

That I may not ſeem to ſay this without 
good reaſon , let it ſeriouſly be confider'd ; 
That Repent ance is not only a duty, but the 
ſpecial priviledge of the Goſpel. The good 
news which the Azgels brought from Heaven 
was, That God had ſent us the Savzonr , 


whom he had in the beginning promiſed to 
G 3 $;nners 3 
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Sinners ; and the good News that our Sqvi- 
our brought us, was, That God would for his 
ſike accept of the Sinner's Repentance, and 
Faith in him. And this was bleſſed Tidings 
indeed toa finful World ; told (is true) be- 
fore in the Old Teſtament, and ſhadow'd forth 
in the Law; but now moſt fully declared, 
and gloriouſly confirm'd by Jesus CurtsT 
in the New Teſtament.  *” 
' 'Fhe Law of Innocence, and Covenant f 
Weorks made with Adam, allow'd of no ſuc 
thing as Repentance. All it faid was this, 
Do this, and live ;, do it not, and dye. Inthe 
agy thow eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt FL arely aye, 
Gen, II. 17. The firſt breaking of the Law, 
was death. There could be no ſafe delay- 
ing to keep it, becauſe every delay of keep- 
ing it, was a breaking of it; for 1t was a not 
doing of the Commandment, and that was 
death. And it muſt be kept from fr/t to /aft ; 
far every ceaſing to do what was command- 
ed, was a not doing of what was commanded ; 
and to this death was threaten'd. No repen- 
tance therefore could have place under this 
Covenant. It was the New Covenant of Grace 
that made way for Repertance ; and this 1s 
the Goſpel-grace, that Sinners who have bro- 
ken God's Law, and for that are by the Sen- 
tence of the Law doom'd to 4je, ſhall yet, if 
they repext , find mercy with God through 
; | JE$uS 
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Jzsus CHRIST. This is the Goſpel, 
which the Apoſtle laith was preached before to 
Abraham, Gal. [Il. 8. and therefore was be- 
fore the Law of Moſes, {o long, that it was 
firſt preach'd by God in that gracious Promiſe 
of the ſeed of the woman, Gen. II. 15. If 
Repentance had not been allow'd of from the 
firk man's ſianing, even all along to the com- 
ing of our Saviour into the World, as well 
as after his coming ; then had all men, during 
that long traQ of time, for about four chou- 
ſand years, periſhed in their fins. But to 
prevent this, it pltaſed God, that ſo ſoon as 
the Law was broken, rhe Goſpel ſhould be 
preach'd ; that men might bel:eve, and repext, 
and be ſaved. In a moſt aſtoniſhing conde{- 
cenſion to the weakneſs of Sinners, he miti- 
gated the rigor of the Law, and was pleas'd 
to accept henceforward of a ſincere obedience 
to it, inſtead of a perfect fulfiling of it. Hears 
tily a man muſt exdeavony to do the whole 
will of God; and whatever failings he finds 
in himſelf, he muſt as heartily repezt of 
them, and believe that God for CHrisT 
his ſake, will not only forgive him his re- 
pented failings, but allo reward his fincere 
Obedience with Erernal Life. This is the 
Grace of the Goſpel ; but this admits of no de- 
lay of our ſincere obedience, or of our repen- 
tance : but makes it our duty every day ſ- 
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:erely to obey, and wnfeignedly to repent ; and 
ne that doth not ſo, daily fſinneth againſt the 
Goſpel of Grace; and he that hopeth for Sal- 
vation whilſt he thus daily finneth againſt 
the Goſpel of Grace, muſt needs frame to 
himſelf in his imagination ſome other Goſpel 
than that which Chriſt hath preach'd, as the 
foundation of his Hope. The Goſpel of 
Chriſt gives no man leave to continue one mo- 
ment 1n ſin and impenitence. It ſhews an 
ealier way to Heaven than the Law did ; and 
aſſures us of pardon and ſalvation upon our 
repentance, Which the Law did not : but it 
hath not left Sin to be any part of our way to 
Heaven; nor aſſured any one that delayeth to 
repent, that he ſhall ever come thither. 

' -Our Bleſſed Saviour came not to call Sin- 
ners :,mediately to Heaven, or to aſſure them 
of Bleſſedneſs, whether they lead a life of re- 
pextance or no; but he came to call ſinners to 
repentance, Matt. IX. 13. and fo to put them 
into the new way to lite, which was opened 
unto them through him. His Forerunner, 
Toha the Baptiſt, he ſcent before to prepare his 
way , by ts Preaching and Bapti/mm, The 
ſubſtance of whoſe Preaching was this, The 
kingdom of God is at hand ; repent ye, and be- 
Lieve the Goſpel, Mar. I. 15. He preached the 
Baptiſm of Repentance, for the remiſſion of fins, 
v. 4- ' And the firſt preaching of our Holy 
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JESUS was to the ſame purpoſe. He began 
to preach, and to ſay, Repent, for the Kingdom 
of heaven is at hand, Matth. IV. 17. And 
{ending out the Twelve to preach, we find 
the Buſineſs they were ſent about, was the 
very ſame, Mar. VI. 12. They went out and 
preached , that men ſhould repent For this 
was God's will, That Repent ance and remiſſion 
of fins ſhould be preach'd in Chriſt's name among 
all Nations, Luke XXIV. 47. When St. Pe- 
ter's Auditors were moved with his Diſcourſe 
on the day of Pentecoſt, and began to be in- 
quiſitive what courſe to take for themſelves ; 
he thus direQts them, As IT. 38. Repent and 
be baptized every one of you, in the name of Je- 


ſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſins. Now what 


doth all this ſignify, but that as many Sin- 
ners, as hearing this comfortable Goſpel, be- 
lieve it, and are thereupon willing to leave 
their-former ſinful courſe of life, and to bind 
themſelves in a new Covenant by Baptiſm, 
to live a holy life in all fencerity and uprich:- 
zeſs of heart, always as they find themſclves 
iailing, repenting of their faults, and endea- 
vouring to do better, ſhall, through the Me- 
rits of Chriſt, in whom they have belieyed, 
be pardon'd and ſaved? That therefore which 
the Goſpel calls, and admits us to, is a ſtate 
of Repent ance, whereinto we enter by Baptiſm. 
Aault peripns,alrcady come to the uſc of oy 
on, 
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ſon, muſt repent ; that is, bid adieu to their 
old wicked way of life, and reſolve upon a 
new and holy one, before they be baptized. 
And Chriſtian Infants by Baptiſm covenant to 
lead a lite of repemtaxce when they come to 
underſtanding. And none are to delay this 
wilfully,but always as they are able to under- 
ſtand the ſtate whereunto they are called, and 
wherein they are engaged, to make good their 
part of the yew Covenant ; which is to live in 
ſincere obedience to Chriſt, and always to re- 
pent of their failings, as they are able to diſco- 
ver them. Thus he that believeth, and is 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved, Mar. XVI.16, How ! 
Shall he be ſaved, though he live as long as he 
will in his Sins after he is baptized ! No; but 
if he die after Baptiſm before any aQual ſin, 
and in a purpoſe not to commit any ſuch, he 
ſhall be ſaved ; and if he do commit fin after- 
ward, and ſpeedily repent of it, not wilfully 


' continuing therein, he ſhall be ſaved : Bur if 


he wilfully continue 1n his Sins, which 1n 
Baptiſm he renounced, 'tis no-where told him 
that he ſhall be ſaved. Baptiſm ſaveth us 
(faith the Apoſtle, x Per. I. 3,21.) But then 
he faith too, *T's not the putting away of the 


filth of the fleſh , but the anſmer of a good Con- 
ſcience towards God. If our Conſciences, be- 


ing examined, can an{wer us truly , that 


we coveaanted ſtzcerely, and keep cove- 
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nant faithfully, Baptiſm fſaveth us, But 
what was 1t we promiſed ? To repext, and 
begin to live an holy life at ſuch or /ach an 
Age; or when we grow old, and are going 
to dye; or after we have had our fill of ſinning, 
ſome time or other when we ſhall think it 
moſt convenient ? Was it not this we pro- 
mifed, To keep God's holy will and command- 
ments all the days of our life ? Was it not this 
Charge that Chr:ift gave his Apoſtles, when 
he gave them Authority and Command to 
baprize ; Teach them to obſerve all things that 
T have commanded you ? Matth. \X'VIII: 20. 
What, for ſome few days of their lite, or for 
the whole remaining part of it? St Pa#/ ſhall 
an{wer this Queſtion, Rom. VI. 2. Shall we 
(faith he) that are dead to fin, live any longer 
therein? What means he by ſaying, Me are 
dead to fin? Is it not, that we are by our 
Baptiſm engaged to live in Sin no longer ? 
Kow ye not (faith he again) that ſo many 
of us as mere baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were 
baptized into his death? v. 3}. And what will 
follow thence ? This is that which he tells 
US, wv. 4. Therefore we are bwied with him by 
baptiſm into death; that as Chriſt was raiſed 
from the deal by the glory of the Father, even 
ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. And 
then he adds, wv. 6. Our old man u crucified 
wth him, that the body of ſin mi.ht be deſtroy, 


that 
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that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve ſin. Hence- 
forth we are zot to let ſip reign in our mortal 
bodies, that we ſhould obey it in the luſts thereof. 
Neither to yield our members as inſtruments of 
right s wnto = ; but to yield our ſelves 
wnto God, as thoſe that are alive from the dead, 
and our members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs 
unto God, v.12, 13. Henceforth then, that 
is, from the time that we are called to repen- 
tance by the Goſpel, and are baptized into 
Chriſt, we are to lead a life (as St. Paul faith, 
Eph. IV. 1.) worthy of the vocation wherewith 
we are call'd : and that's a life of ſincere Obedt- 
ence, and unfeizned Repentance. To in at 
all, is a tranſgrefſion of the Law, and that's 
mortal in it ſelf; but that the Goſpel comes 
in to our ſuccour, and gives us the privilege of 
Repentance ; If then we de/ay our Repentance, 
ſo graciouſly indulged unto us, we ſin againſt 
the mercy ot the Goſpel, as well as againſt the 
righteouſneſs of the Law ; we rejeCt our Par- 
doz, moſt lovingly tender'd unto us, by our 
unwillingneſs to comply with the Texms on 
which it 1s offer'd us : and if we be ſick un- 
to death, and will nor in time apply the ozly 
remedy provided for us in our otherwiſe 
deſperate caſe, what can we expeCt but 
to dye? anq4 what pity can we deſerve if 
we die * = 


A 
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And yet too many are apt enough to en- 


courage themſelves, to hold out till longer 


againſt all Calls and Invitations to a ſpeedy 
Repentance, upon the moſt deceitful grounds 
imaginable : Becauſe they read in the' Pro- 
phet, Ezek. X VIII. 27. Whey the wicked man 
turneth away from his wickedneſs that he bath 
committed, and doth that which i lawful and 
right, he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive. And becauſe 
many have lived a long time very wickedly, 
and yet have been converted at length, and 
accepted of God upon their converſion and re- 
pentance; they are apt to think it no ſuch ill 
thing, as they are told it is, to delay their Re- 
pentance a-while longer ; and therefore ven- 
ture on it, in hopes they may be accepted 
hereafter, as well as others have been. 
Now for men to flatter themſelves thus 
upon ſo very {lender grounds, is ſo very fooliſh 
a thing, that one who conſiders not how 
much the love men have to Sin, is become 
too hard for their reaſon to anſwer , how 
weakly ſoever it plead for it ſelf ; would ex- 
ceedingly wonder how any reaſonable crea- 
ture ſhould be guilty of it. Ir is indeed very 
true (and God's Holy Name be for ever 
Blefſed for it ) that God will accept of the 
true Repentance of great Sinners, who have 
lain long in their Sins without Repentance ; 
and this is a good reaſon why one that hath 
contizued 
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continued long 1n Sin, ſhould not deſpair ; 
but if he yet Repent, he may hope to be 
Saved : But is 1t therefore as good a reaſon 
why he ſhould delay his Repent ance, in hopes 
to Repent hereafter? I have not yet ſaid, 
that no man who hath been long an Impeni- 
tent Sinner, can never Repent, or ſhall not 
be pardon'd if he Repext ; though I am in 
doubt, whether or no a Sinner that Repents 
not till he come to die, can have a pardon 
upon ſo /ate a Repentance. But that which I 
have ſaid is this, T hat all delay of Repentance is 
excecdingly ſinful; and therefore nothing 
ought to be pleaded for it ; no man ſhould 
dare to encourage himſelf in it. It is a Sin 
againlt the Goſpel of Chiiſt, which is the only 
toundation Sinners have to raiſe their hope of 
Salvation upon ? * I'is, I think, beyond all di- 
ſpute, that though the Goſpe/of Chriſt aſſure 
Salvation to the Penitext , yet it hath not 
aſlured Repentance to him who delayeth it. It 
calleth Sinners to Repentance without excepti- 
on, whether they have been ſo a longer or a 
{ſhorter time, and promiſerh acceptance ; but 
doth it allow them to take what time they 
pleaſe for it, after rhey are called ? Doth it 
tell them, that they may ſafely ſtay as long as 
they have a mind to Sin, and yet Repeat at 
laſt ? Neither Ezekie/, nor any other Prophet, 
no nor Apoſtle, hath left us one {yllable _ = 
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Holy Scripture to encourage Delay ; though 
they have left much to encourage him that 
hath long delay'd to Repent. Todo the former 
were to encourage men to Sin. To dothe 
later, is to encourage them to give over'Sin- 
ning, though it be late. The former were to 
allow men to Sin that Grace may abound, 
which the Apoſtle abhors, . Rom. VI. .x. The 
later, is but to dehort men from continuing in 
Sin through deſpair of Mercy. In ſhort, 
though an old Sinner may Repert, yet was it 
his Sin to ſtay till he was old ; and he hath 
that Sin, as well as others, ro Repent of; and 
no Scripture encourageth him to grow Older 
in Sin before he Repert, or to take what day 
he pleaſeth for ir before his Death, or to hope 
he ſhall ever Repert at all if he do it not zow. 
We are call'd immediately to put off the old 
man, and to put on the new, Eph. IV. 24. I 
need ſay no more, but that he who delays his 
Repentance, imagining that to Repext after- 
wards will be enough, muſt needs account an 
Holy life a needleſs thing; as though that 
were: not the principal thing that God re- 
quires, but it would fatisfie. him if a man 
died well, how ill ſoever he had /zved; when 
on the contrary, God hath often Com- 
manded us to /ive welt;and indeed all his Com- 
mands are to that purpoſe ; but hath never 
commanded us to die well ; and reaſon good, 
or 
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for there is no other way to die well, bit to 
live well; and as little danger that he who 
lives well, ſhould not die well. Alas! To 
what purpoſe was a great part of the Scrip« 
ture written, containing ſo many rules of 
Holy living. if one may delay to live holily as 
long as he will ? Had it not been enough to 
have told us thus : Tow that are Sinners muſt 
be ſure one time or other to Repent that you 
have been ſo. Though it be your duty to /zve 
an holy life, yet you need not make all the 
haſte you can to do it ; only you muſt take 
heed of this, That you dze not before you have 
Repented that you have lived wickedly. A 
man that underſtands any thing of God, or of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, would tremble to hear 
ſuch a ſenſe as this put upon it; and yet no 
better doth hc uſe it, that delays his Repen- 
tance 10 hopes of Repenting time enough here» 
after. And ycr aiter all, would the Goſpel 
bear ſuch a ſenſe as this, it would not excuſe 
the delaying Sinner's either S:z or Folly : For 
were he ſure, that a /ate Repentance would 
be accepted ; yet he cannot: be ſure, that he 
ſhall ve long enough to Repent, if he delay it 
never fo little ; and *tis a fooliſþ thing to ven- 
ture all upon an uncertainty : And though he 
could be ſure of this, yer would it ſtill ſhew 
the greateſt baſenſs of _ and the meanelſt. 


lenſe of God; and of all thoſe Obligations of 
| Duty 
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Duty -and Gratitude which he hath laid upon 
us, that a man canhave ; both which I ſhall 
endeavour to make very plain in theſe follow- 
ing Periods. 


—— — 


S'E-C--1. ML 
The Baſeneſs of Delay. 


T O Delay our Repentance and our keep- 
ing of God's Commandments, is an 
exceeding baſe, unworthy, and ſhameful thing ; 
and ſuch as I am confident, when any one 
throughly conſiders, he cannot without bluſb- 
ing, and great izdignation at himſelf think he 
ſhould be guilty of it. I know we are all 
witty enough to invent excuſes for our folly, 
and to find covers for our Nakedneſs, and 
ſomething or other we have always at hand 
to hide our fi/thizeſs and vileneſs. But weare 
not the leſs fools for being ſo wiſe as to deceive 
our ſelves; and when we once have the wit 
to conſider what we do, we ſhall be aſhamed 
ofit. When we have ſaid all we can for our 
ſelves, our Conſciences ( if ever they awake ) 
will tell us, that we have no regard either to 
the dignity of our own Nature, as weare men 3 
nor to the good of others, as we are Neighbonrs 
and Brethrez, nor to the Honour of God; as 
wo 
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we are his rational creatures, whilſt we delay 
our repentance ; but that all our delight isto 
live like beafts, and all that we value 1s earthly 
and vile, and all our care is how to feed our 
Swinijh luſts, and to humour corruption; and 
can a man perceive this to be his own temper, 
and not be a/hamed of himſelf? Yea, can any 
one chuſe but ſee, that what he doth mult 
needs be altogether as odious and abominable to 
God, as it is baſe and reproachful to himſelf ? 
 Inthe fireplace; How ſhall a man be able 
to pardon himſelf for dealing ſo baſely with 
his own Soul, as for a great part of his lite, 
not to allow it the benefit of its Rez/o0z; but 
to enflave it to the Tyranny of the Fleſh ? 
How ſhall he be reconciled to himſclt for dil- 
honouring his own zatxre, and elteeming of 
1t {o w4lely, as tho it had no pre-eminence 
above that of the meaneſt Animals ? All the 
whiie that we delay our Repent ance, we chuſe 
for our ſelves a condition below the worſt 
condition that any of hems can be in, a ſtate 
of Six, and Fxmity with God ; wherein not 
the vilelt of them ever are or can be. How 
ſenſible are we in the mean time, of the Dig- 
nity of our Nature, as we are Men ? How 
can we chuſe but bluſh to continue any time, 
to very unliketo that which God at firſt made 
A1:zt0be ? Wecannot chuſe but know what 
icy leprous creatures (in hath made us : 


And 
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And why are we in no more haſte to be clean- 
ſed and made whole 2 Why are we no more 
ambitious to retrieve the Honour and Glory 
which by fin we have loſt? When God him- 
ſelf, ro ſhew the value of our Humane Na- 
ture, was pleas'd to ſend his own Eternal Sor 
to take it upon himſelf ; and he who was 
ever God, was not aſhamed to be found in fa- 
[hion as a man , what a baſeneſs is it in us, to 
defile that ſame Natrre in the drudgeries of 
fin, which God thought not unworthy of a 
' Perſonal Union with the Divine Nature in his 
only begotten Son? What's the reaſon we 
ſhould delay to have Chriſt formed in us. to 
be made Partakers of a Di2ine Nature in Ho- 
lineſs? Doth not Godin ] E sus Chriſt moſt 
graciouſly invite us to this high honour? 
Hath he not open'd unto us a fountain for fin 
and for uncleanneſs, wherein the touleſt fins 
ner may waſh freely, and become as white as 
ſnow? Whata vile degeneracy is this that we 
are ſunk into, That we ſhould fall ſo deeply 
in love with our own dithonour, as to be 
loth to part with it? We love our Sickneſs 
more than our Health ; our Filthineſs, more 
than Purity; our Weakneſs, more than 
Strexeth ; our Deformity, more than Beauty 3 
our Chatzs of Slavery to the Devil, more than 
the Liberty of the Children of God. We had 
father obey our Paſſions than our Reaſon, arid 
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live like Beaſts than like Mex; be Earthly than 
Heavenly, Carnal than Spiritual, like Devils 
than like Azgels, yea, than like God, What 
elſe can be the reaſon why we ſhould delay 
one minute to keep God's Commandments ? 
Do not they all viſibly tend to our Health, 
and our Hoxour, and our Happineſs? Ts it not 
the deſign of them all to make us Wiſe and 
Good, and every way perfett 1n our Nature, 
and like unto God in Holineſs; the Brethren 
of Chriſt, and Childrenof God, and Heirs to 
the glorious Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light? Why then make we no more haſte 
to keep them, and toenter into this moſt Ho- 
nourable and Bleſſed Condition? Can it be for 
any other reaſon, but that we love to be as we 
are ; and take more pleaſure in our wretched 
Slavery, and loathſom Corruption, than in all 
that Bleſſedneſs and Glory which God fo free- 
ly offers to reſtore us to? And truly if we be 
thus madly in love with our own Shame and 
Wretcbedneſs, it muſt needs be very juſt with 
God to leave us in them, and never once 
more to make us thoſe tenders of Mercy, 
which we cannot yet find in our hearts to 
thank him for, or to count worth our accep- 
tance. Suppole a very poor beggar were ve- 
ry kindly invited by ſome extraordinary cha- 
ritable Perſon of a great Eſtate, to throw 


away his naſty Rags, and to accept ofa Rich 
Suit 
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Suit inſtead of them; and to leave off his 
wandring Trade, and come and live in his 
Family; with a farther Promiſe 2:1! Afu- 
rance, That he ſhould be Hei: t > 1 godly 
Inheritance ; and the B-zgar ſhould give 
him no other anſwer but this; I thank yor, 
Sir, with all my heart, and Iwill do as you would 
have me ; but I will take my own time for it : 
1 love theſe Raos exceedingly, and I cannct part 
with them yet ; and I am ſo accuſtom'd to wander, 
that I cannot yet endure to be confind, tho it 
were to a Palace : __ time or other I will 
accept of your kindneſs ; wben theſe Rags will 
hang about me 20 longer, andwhen I am ſo old or 
lame, that I can wander no more, I will come to 
your houſe, and expe to have your good Apja- 
rel and Eſtate. Or ſuppole ſome leprous crea- 
ture ſhould meet with a charitable Phyſician, 
who ſhould very kindly defire him to accept 
of his help, promiſing perteQly tocure him ; 
and this filthy wretch ſhould reply, Str, I ve- 
ry heartily and thaniilly accept of your kind- 
neſs, and am reſolved to make uſe of it whenever 
I think fit ; but I have agreat mind tobe leprous 
awhile longer ;, it's ſo pleaſing a thing to ſcratch 
this foul skin of mine, that I cannot endure to 
think of being well jaſt now; but whenever I 
ſhallgrov weary of this filthy diſeaſe, at leaſt, 
when I am almoſt kill dawith it, and afraid to aye, 
I will call for you, and you fall heal me. I think 
$1 there's 
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there's no body that would fay ſuch perſons 
deſerv'd to have ſuch kindnefles offer'd them 
any more ; bur that they were right ſerv'd, if 
they were left to periſh by their own baſe fol. 
ly. How then ſhall we think our Bleſſed 
Jesus, who hath tendred us greater kind- 
neſſes than theſe, in our far greater neceſflities, 
will reſent our Baſeneſs in Delaying to accept 
of his Love, whilſt we have as little to plead 
for our Delay, as theſe Wretches had ? In- 
deed we need not gueſs at this ; for himſelf 
hath told us, in the Parable of. the Feaft, 
Luke XIV, *Tis God himſelf that is repre- 
ſented there by the certain man that made a 
great ſupper, ard bade many; "tis he, I ſay, 
that gracioully condeſcends to bid ſinners to a 
Feaſt of fat things; but alas! one hath a 
piece of ground to go fee, and another hath his 
Ox-# to prove, and anothcr hath a zew-merri- 
ed Wife to cheriſh ; and for theſe reaſons they 
cannot come when they are bidden : Well, 
they may ſtay away then for ever; for ſo 
{faith God, v. 2 4. gary of thoje men that _ 
hidden, all taſte of my {upper. If we wall be 
{obaſe Lo to Sit it albineks, why ſhould 
not God with Indignation ſay, Let them Þe 
filrhy tall ? 

| Secondly, Wholocver gelaveth his Repen- 
race, behaveth himſelf as baſely in reterence 
to others, as ro himiclf ;and ſhews very plain- 
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ly, That he cares not what becomes of the 
whole World, ſo he might be leit freely to 
enjIy his tins, without any dilturbance. Can 
any man that profeſſeth Relizion,be ignorant, 
That it is the breaking of God's Command- 
ments, that brings upon the world of man- 
kind, all the evils it at any time laboureth 
under? All the Troubles and Diſturbances 
which men have one trom another, and all 
the terrible J#dements of God, which light 
upon whole Kingdoms, Towns, and Families, 
are owing to mens continuance 1n their fins, 
and delaying their Repent ance. He's not only 
too great a ({tranger torhe Word of God, but 
a man of very little experience or obſervation, 
that underſtands not this. And truly he ther 
underſtands it, and delayeth his Repentance, 
declareth himſelf thereby too 62/e to make a 
Member of Humane Socicty ; and the world 
may well be both aſhamed and afraid to aftord 
him entertainment any longer. 'The very Rab- 
ble could hardly be too much enraged, or vent 
its fury too freely, on fo unnatural a wretch, 
as chuſeth rather to continue one of them, for 
whom, and by whom, a ation is in continual 
danger of being deltroy'd, rhan to be one of 
thole few Rizhteous Perions, for whoſe ſake 
God often ſpareth a very wicked Generation, 
Would we not account that man one of the 
vorlt-natur'd men in the world, and fit to be 
H- 4 trams 
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trampled down to dirt by all that met him, 
who ſhould be ſo malignantly bent againſt 
the welfare of mankind, and bear ſuch a ſpite 
againſt all men, that rather than the world 
ſhould want ſome noifom Vermine, and poi- 
ſonous Creatures to moleſt and hurt it, would 
be content himſelf ro be tura d into a veno- 
moys 7oador Viper? And yet, when we well 
conſider things, how much worſe than either 
of theſc, and how much more miſchievous in 
all kinds, is that man, who adelayeth his Re- 
pentance; and by his 'wilful continuance in 
fin, not only diſordereth the world , and 
gnakcs it a very uneaſie and dangerous place 
tolive in, but provokes God daily to pour 
down Fire from Heaven on the Neighbour- 
hood wherein he is {uffer'd to live and do wic- 
ledly 5 What Puniſhment could be too great 
for thay man, who being lick of the Plague, 
and aſſured of his Cure, it he would itay 
withindoors, and be ordered by his Phyſician, 
w1ll not hearken to any Advice, in order to his 
Health, unleſs he may be allowed firſt to run 
abroad to and fro, intecting all the Countrey, 
as'far as his firength will carry him? And 
how much worſe than this, doth he who will 
not accept of the cure of his fins, till he have 
had time enough to fulfil all his luſts, and to 
corrupt all his Neighbours, and make all a- 
bout him; as much as in him lieth; fic ob- 
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jets of God's juſt Wrath and Indignation ? 
This is all the reſpe& that the delaying Sinner 
hath to the good of mankind; that rather than 
want the vile Pleaſures of Sin, as long as he 
is able to ſerve his Luſts, he is refolv*d never 
to regard what Evils any number of men fall 
under, and endure. And what greater baſe- 
ze/s of mind and temper can there be in any 
one, than this ? 

Yes, Laſtly, The delaying Sinner 1s come 
to a degree of baſeneſs far exceeding all that 
hath yer been ſaid of him. For by his delay- 
ing to keep God's Commandments, he declares, 
that he hath as little ſenſe of God's Honour, 
and of his own manifold Obhzgations to God , 
as of his own primitive Dzgxity, or of the 
World's Happineſs. To delay our Repent ance, 
after that God hath been gracioully pleaſed, 
in the greateſt wonder of mercy, by his only 
beloved Soz to call us to it ; an\l by him to 
open unto us a new Door to Salvation, after 
that Sin had wall'd up the old one againlt us; 
what leſs can this be, than, as they are faid 
todo in the Parable, Match. XXII. 5. to ſet 
light by the Goſpel of Peace * What is it, but 
to ſlight all God's gracious tenders of Peace 
and Reconciliation, as things we think as yet 
needleſs, and not at all to be valued? To 
puff at the goodzeſs, and loving Invitations of 
God, and to turn ſcorntully away from his 
| Call, 
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Call, whilſt he beſeecheth us to return unto 
him, and be ſaved : one of us preferring his 
Farm, another his Merchandiſe before the 
Kjngdom of God? We cannot but be ſenſible 
how great a baſeneſs it is to deal, as delaying 
Sinners do, with Almighty God, when we 
ſhall have well conſider'd the condition where» 
in his Mercy overtakes us. We cannot but 
confeſs, that as his Creatures, we are natu- 
rally obliged to be entirely obedient to his 
Will in all things : and that as Siznmers, who 
have diſobey'd his will, he may juſtly puniſh 
us as he pleaſeth. And we know, that for 
Sin we all lie under the curſe of Death, and 
*tis juſtice in God to execute the Sentence 
of Death upon us at any time, when he 
thinks it fit. But inſtead of doing ſo, he is 
pleaſed in much goodneſs to offer us a Pardon, 
and that upon ſuch terms, as had all been left 
to our own choice, we our felves could not 
reaſonably have deſired eaſter ; though one 
would think no terms of Salvation ſhould 
{eem hard to thoſe who were under a condem: 
nation to Eternal Torments. All that our 
good God requireth of us, 1s but to repent of 
our fins, and to come 1n at the hearing of his 
gracious Proclamation, and to ſubmit our 
{elves to the Government of that Bleſſed Sa- 
wiour, Wi in his love hath provided for us ; 
and to conclude our ſelves fate, whilſt we 
continu? 
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continue under his Conduct. And this is it 
that the delaying Sinner thinks it not yet time 
to accept of, Now if any of us be of this 
mind, 'pray let us well conſider, what it is 
that we do. Our offended God is willing not 
only to pardop us, and rid us of the fear and 
danger of Eternal Miſery ; but alſo to reward 
us with Eternal Bleſſedneſs, on condition that 
we will come 1n at his Call, and take the ecaſie 
Yoak, and light Burthen of JeEsusCHrIsT 
upon us : but we will not yet. Is not this 
then as much as to ſay thus unto God — Good 
God be content, and have patience a-while lon= 
ger, there's no ſuch haſte. Thou mayſt be ſure 
we have no mind to periſh, and therefore need ſt 
not to queſtion it ; but one time or other, before 
we die, we will come and accept of thy kindneſs. 
Be not then ſo haſty with us, but let us alone 
a-while to mind our own buſineſs that we have ſet 
our ſelves to do ; and think it time enouph if 
we hearken to thy Call, when we ſhall be a lit- 
tle more at leiſure. The World calls us, and our 
Luſt's call zs, and we cannot do all thinzs at once ; 
th:ſe muſt be [erv'd inthe firſt place ; and when 
we have done what we can for them, wewill ſerve 
thee, Let us now confider, what we would 
think of thole men, whom we ſhould over- 
hear uttering ſuch words as theſc to God with 
their mouth. And then conſider again, whe- 
ther this muſt nor be the ſecret L—_ 
® 


116 The Sin and Danger 


of every one's heart that wilfully delay- 
eth to repent, and keep God's Command- 
ments. | know there may be many Cauſes of 
mens putting off, and neglecting their duty 
to God. Some of us are either {0 i2norant, 
or {ſd regardleſs of God, and of all things that 
ſhall be after this life, that they never #hzxk to 
any purpoſe, or ſeriouſly, and concernedly, of 
any ſuch thing : and we muſt needs confeſs 


this to be a moſt horrid i#4;2nity offer'd to 


God, as well as a moſt- ſtup!i ſenſeleſmſs of 
our own good or evil. Some may have 
fooliſhly perſwaded themſelves, either that 
Repentance is a far ſlighter thing, than really 
it 15; or that there 1s. no ſuch 2ndiſpenſable 
neceſſity of it as 1s pretended : and how can 
we excuſe ſuch as theſe for the affront they 
put upon God, 1n not believing his Word; 
or in taking fo little pains to underſtand it ? 
But whatever Cauſes may be afſign'd why 
ſome men repent not, this is certain, That 
whoſoever is convinced that Repert ace is a 
duty , without which he cannot be ſaved, 
nor God honour'd by him, and yet delayeth it ; 
delayeth it for this reaſon, that he 1s in love 
with ſome fin or other, which he is not yet 
willing to part with ; the love whereof 1s 
greater in him, than his love of God, and 
bears it down. Otherwiſe his love to God 
would coni{train him to make as much haſte 
to 
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to ſerve and honour him, as his love to ſin 
now doth to d;ſobey and diſbozour him. How 
long hath God already waited to be gracious ? 
How much patience hath he had already to 
ſee himſelf diſhonour'd by us? How many 
calls and warnings hath he already given 
us to repent? What then do we in putting 
off our Repentance yet longer , but in ef- 
fe& bid him ſtay a little longer yet ; as 
though we thought him bound to wait our 
leiſure, and obſerve our time, and not our 
ſelves to obſerve his ? Yea, what is this, but, 
as St. Paul ſaith, Rom. Il. 4. To deſpiſe the 
riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and 
long-ſuffering , not knowing ( or not conſider- 
ing) that the goodneſs of God leadeth us to re- 
pentance ? God calls upon us in good earneſt, 
1n great compaſſion, in much patience and /ong- 
ſuffering; and all this purely for our own Eter- 
nal Welfare. - Al{ day long (faith he) have I 
ſtretched out my hand unto a diſobedient and 
gain-ſaying people, Rom. X. 21. Ia. LXV. 2. 
And what faith the delaying Sinner to all this, 
when he is told of it ? I hear you (faith he) 
but let him ſtay a-while longer, no haſte yet, I 
have ſomething elſe to do firſk. Why? What 
is it that ſhould hinder us from making what 
haſte we can to be happy, in hearkning to 
ſo good and gracious a God and Father ? 
Why not now, as well as hereafter.? I am 
yet 
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yet too yourg, ſaith the young Sinner ; *tis yet 
but the time of bloſſoming with me ; let me 
flouriſh a-while in the days of my vanity ; to 
think too much of God, and the other World, 
of Dearth and Judgment, would make my 
Flower fade too ſoon, and blaſt all my youth- 
ful delights ; to be religious fo ſoon, is to be 
old before my time ; would you have me turn 
my Sprizg into Autumn ? I will bear Fruit 
to God, when Fruit-time comes. I am too 
buſie yet (faith the man of ful-growth ) my 
ſtrength is but juſt come, and fits me for 


man-like Exerciſes, and the buſineſs of the 


World : 'Thele are the things it now becomes 
men of my {trength and vigour to be wholly 
employ'd in. 1 muſt not yct unfit my ſelf 
for the management of worldly Afﬀairs, by 
entgſtaining the melancholly Thoughts of 
rappering my ſelf tro go out of the World. 
What Trade can a man drive on thrivingly 
in this World, if he make his Conſcience too 
ſoon tender and delicate? My hezd is yet 
roo full of Cares (faith the old Sinner ) and 
I muſt not neglect the preſent opportunity of 
making all ſure to Poſterity, ffoing I have 
one foot already in the Grave. So ſoon as I 
have ſo all ſtraight for this World, which I 
now make haſte to do, I will think of the 
next. O how wile and provident are we all 
tor this World, and for our Lnſts ! Let us ſe- 
riouſly 
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riouſly conſider now, what's the plain Eug- 
liſh of all this: Are we not afraid, left God 
ſhould underſtand it? And yet underſtand ir 
he doth, much better than we. God is greater 
than onr hearts, and knoweth all things, 1 John 
III. 20. He knoweth very well, that the 
meaning of all we can ſay for our delaying to 
keep his Commandmeats 1s this, with what 
fine words ſoever we would cover it. We will 
give the Firſt-fruits, and every choice part of 
our time, our health, our ſtrength, our wealth, 
our parts, and all we have, to Sin and Satan; 
and the vile and refuſe, and what we cannot tell 
how otherwiſe to diſpoſe of, we will give toGod, 
who gave us all things. Whatſoever good thing 
he hath beſtow'd upon us, we will ſpend as much 
of it as we can upon his Enemies; and then 
throw him back their leavings. We are reſolved 
to have our own will, and to do our own pleaſure 
whilſt we are able, and when we know not how 
to take onr pleaſure in any thing, we will do what 
we can to pleaſe God. We will do, and ſubmit 
to his Will, when we can no longer do what we 
would our ſelves. It's enough to beſtow that 
upon God, which is good for nothing elſe, or 
whereof we cau make no other uſe. We may 
come, ere we die, to be deprived of all the de- 
lightful things which this World affords ; we 
may come to be old, and paſt all youthful plea- 
ſures, and worldly buſineſs too ; we may come to 
be 
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be ſick, and cannot rellijh any longer what before 
we loved ; and then will it be time enough to 
ſerve God. We reſolve to Jt with all our 
fins at laſs for God's ſake, 

dure to do it ſo ſoon ; that is, in truth we can- 
20t endure to part with them at all; and will 
never do it for his ſake, nor at all, as long a 
we can keep them. We perfeitly hate God's Ser- 
wice, and are reſolved to keep out of it as long as 
we can, or aare : in plain terms, we will never 
ſerve him, if we can help it ; and when we talk 
of reſolving to ſerve him hereafter, we can mean 
710 more but this ; We are reſolved to keep out of 
his ſervice as long as ever we can, and to venture 
as far as ever we dare inthe way todeath. Now 
when we conſider, what God is in himſelf; 
and what he hath always been, and would be 
to us; I think it may be ſafely concluded, 
that there cannot be imagined any higher de- 
gree of baſeneſs, whereof 'tis poſſible for man 
to be guilty, than this amounts to. And 
therefore nothing can be more odio and pro- 
voking to Almighty God, than this foul Sin of 
delaying our Repentance. 
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The Firſt Danger of Delayine. 


Am ſenſible how hard a thing it is to 
make one who loves his fin, to ſee the 
baſeneſs of it. If he be young, it's hard t6 
bring him to that degree of y r= a9 Is 
needful to ſuch a thorough conſideration, as 
muſt make him underſtand it : and if he be 
old, long cuſtom hath hardez'd him in it; and 
taken away the ſenſe of baſeneſs. But he that 
is grown too izzpudent to be aſhamed, may 
poſlibly be made afraid; and an a ——_ 
of danger may move him that hath loſt the 
ſenſe of Baſeneſs. Let us therefore now con- 
ſider the great danger we are in by delaying 
our Repentance; and the keeping of God's Com- 
mandments ; and we ſhall find it to be no leſs; 
than that of periſbing everlaſtingly. We miuſt 
repent before we die, or at death we ſink into 
Eternal Miſery ; and therefore *cis certain, 
that ſeeing none of us knoweth how ſoon he 
muſt die, every delay of our Repentance; 
which muſt be before we die; or never, 1s 
extremely -dangerows, We ſay, we are reſol- 
ved to repent ; and it behoves us to do more 
than reſolve upon it ; _ without =—y irs 
ow 
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how fully ſoever we reſolve to do it, we muſt 
periſh for ever. When therefore will we re- 
pent, that we may be out of danger ? Not 
yet, but ſometime hereafter. Well, but now 

conſider it in earneſt ; ls there not a great deal 

of danger in driving it off till hereafter? Run 

we not a great hazard in doing ſo? All we 

can hope for, and all that we can fear, our 
attaining to the oze, our eſcaping the other, 

depends upon our attual Repentance ; and 
will we yet venture all upon hereafter ? Sup- 

poſe That Hereafter never come, but we die 
before; then farewell to all poſlibility of Re- 
pentance and Salvation too. Suppoſe we live 
till Hereafter , but be then as unwilling to re- 
pent as we are now ; then ſhall we be no bet- 
ter, but much worſe than we are now ; and 

in more daxger of dying in our imperitence, 
and of Perſhing. Suppoſe we ſhall hereafter 
have ſome kind of willingneſs to repent, but 
ſhall not be able to repent ſo, as that God will 
accept of our Repentance ; then is there no 
remedy, but we are undone for ever. Here 
then lieth the daxger of delaying till hereafter. 
We know not whether we ſhall have an here- 
after or x0 to repent in ; we know not, if we 
have an hereafter, whether we ſhall repent in it 
cr uo: We know not, if we ſhall in ſome ſort 
repent: hereafter, whether our Repentance then 
will be accepted, and do us any good, or none. 
How 
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How dangerous then muſt 1t be to put it off 
till hereafter! 

What aſſurance can any of us have, that we 
ſhall have an hereafter to repent in ? How 
know we, that we ſhall not die before ? God 
hath not aſſured us of any ſuch thing, and 
Ma» cannot ; on what then do we build our 
hopes of living to any time hereafter ? We 
are well aſlured, That it s appointed for all 
men once to die, and after that, the judament; 
Heb. IX. 27. We are well aſſured, that ex- 
cept we repent, we ſhall all periſh, and die the 
ſecond death, and go into everlaſting puniſh- 
ment. But who hath aſſured us, that we ſhall 
have any time at all, after this that now 1s, 
to repent in ? And if we be not aſſured of 
this, what can it be to put off that which muſt 
be done before we die, to another day, which 
we have no aſſurance at all that we ſhall live 
to ſee, buta raſh hazarding of our Souls to all 
Eternity ? What is our lite ? St. James hath 
told us; and we all know it; I: is even a v4 
pour, that appeareth for a little time, and the 
vaniſheth away, Jam. IV. 14. And thence 
that Apoſtle very rationally diſſuades men 
from the great folly of confidently reſolving; 
any otherwiſe than conditionally, to do any 
thing hereafter ; Whereas ye know not what 


ſhall be ox the murrow : How fooliſh a thing is 
it to ſay; to r9rrow we will do this or that * 


I S Te 
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Te ought to ſay, if the Lord will, we ſhall live, 


and do this or that, NV. 15. When we fay, 
we will repent to morrow ; do we know 
whether we ſhall be alive or dead to morrow ? 
If we do not, what can we mean by fſay- 
ing ſo, but this ; That if we live, we wall 
repent to morrow ? And are we content 
then to be damned if we die to night ? 
If not, why are we ſo mad as to put it to 
the venture? Boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrow, 


for thou knoweſt not what a day may bring forth, 


faith the wiſe man, Prov. XXVII. 1. Alas! 
a day, an hour, the leaſt moment of time 
may lay the ſtrongeſt and moſt confident of 
us all upon our backs in the duſt; and why 
are we confident we ſhall repent to morrow, 
when we know fo littl& what changes one 
fingle minute may produce? Is it poſſible 
that any of us, whilſt we ſee ſo many every 
day dropping down 1nto the grave round a- 
bout us, ſhould need a Monitor to mind 
him, that this life is a very tickliſh thing to 
truſt to? What though we be young, and /uſty, 
and healthful? Were not ſome of them ſo 
too, . who died, the other day ; and thought 
they not themſelves as likely to liveas any of 
us can be? All their confidence is ſwallowed 
up of Death ina moment ; and I am ſure we 
are all of us ſo many days the nearer to Death, 
as we have out-lived them. How many 

| hun- 
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hundreds yearly die in the heat and wanton- 
xeſs of their youthful blood ? How many in 
the very fulneſs of frenyth and vigour ? How 
many 1n the very throng of their worldly 6»ſi- 
eſs, and whilſt they are as buly as the Bee in 
gathering for old age? How many in the 
midſt of their »2irth and jollzty, yea, in the 
very as of Sin, in their drunkenneſs and 
gluttony, their fornication and adultery, their 
theft and robbery, their anger and revenge ? 
How many in the height ot their ſecurity and 
confidence, ſleeping 10 their beds, riding merri- 
ly on the rode, goizg buſily about their com- 
mon affairs? It's nonews to hear of ſuddez 
and wnexpetfed Deaths of many ſorts; and 
leſs ſtrange can it be to any one to ſee thoſe 
y0unz people cut off by Death, who thought 
it too ſoon to become good and ſerious ; and 
were unwilling to marr their juvenile plea- 
ſures with many thoughts of Piety and Religi- 
on. Let us but think, how many are alrea- 
dy Dead, who delay'd their Repentance 
with as much confidence as we can do, to 
Repent hereafter, till they had no time left 
them to Repent in : And how fruitleſly cy 
now lament their folly ia doing ſo. Thin 

but what they would now be content to give, 
that they might have their life ro begin again 
on Earth; and whether they would , were 
that granted them, venture again to delay 
1 3 their 
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their Repentance, and hazard another ſudden 
fall into choſe intollerable torments, which 
now they icel ! O let us not ſtay, till think- 
ing of this will do us no good ; let us not go 
on till we fall into cheir condition, and expe- 
richce the Torments of vain and fruitleſs 
wiſhes. Let us .not indulge our infidelity 
as to theſe things, till ſome come from the 
dead to make us believe ; leſt we be made, be- 
foie we fear ir, to ſee and feel, what we make 
no more halte to eſcape. We fay ſtill, we 
will Repent and become new men to mor- 
row : But alas, we know not yet whether 
we ſhall live till then ; nay, we know not 
but that our bodies may be in the Grave, and 
our Souls in Hell to morrow ; and for this 
very reaſon, bucauſe we Repent not to day. 
Who rhen that is wiſe will venture one mo- 
ment longer oa ſuch an uncertainty ? 

But ſuppoſe we. may live, and have the 
time we at preſent preſume ſo groundlelly 
upon; we may not be one jot the better for 
it when we have it. We arc to conſider yet 


farther, how many things may happen to us - 


at that time or betore, which may as much 
diſable us to Repent, as Death it ſelf. We 
may live, and yet beas good as dead unto all 
manner of Religious Duty and Exercile : 
We may be, we know not how ſoon, in ſuch 
a condition, as we may not be able either to 
: reflec? 
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refleft on what 1s paſt, or underitand what is 
preſent, or conſider what is to come, We can- 
not be ignorant, how many Dzſeaſes ſuddenly 
ſurpriſe men, which, though they do not 
immediately deprive them of lite, yet deſtroy 
their »wemory, and underſtanding, and reaſon ; 
or ſo weaken them, that they can be of little 
uſe for the exerciſe of Repentauce. May we 
not be ſuddenly taken with an Apoplexy or a 
Lethargy, with a Phrenzy, or Melancholy, or 
Dotage ? May we not become mad or fooliſh, 
and ſo diſtracted and crazed in our heads, that 
we cannot at all coxſider either what we do, 
or what we ſhould do? Yea, ſuppoſe none 
of theſe things befall us, yet are there other 
diſeaſes and pains, whereunto we are ſubje, 
and which we may labour under a very con- 
{iderable time before they kill us ; by which 
yet we may be brought into ſuch a condition, 
as we ſhall find it very hard to perform any 
Religious Duty as we ought. We may lie 
under ſuch continual, and even intollerable 
pains of body ; under ſuch daily /anguiſhings, 
and faintings, and decays of Strength and Spi- 
rits, that we ſhall have very little freedom or 
ſtrength of mind left us to. Conſider, and do 
all that is needful to Repentahce, which till 
then hath been delay d. Why do not we 
think our ſelves concern'd to prevent all thefe 


*evils? Are we not ſenſible that ſuch things 
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often befal men, who as little fear'd them ag 
we do? And may they not, for ought we 
know, befal us as well as any others? If we 
are _ by anv of theſe after we are be- 


come fincere Penitents, they do us but little * 


huct; they are God's Viſit ations indeed ; and 
for what, He (it may be) only knows; 
but the worſt that comes to us by them, is 
only this, That we are long a dying, and in 
fach a manner as it pleaſeth God. But if we 
have not ſincerely Repented before theſe evils 
ſeize us, it is greatly to be feared, we ſhall 
never be able to Repent; and God only 
knaws, © what will become of us. Let us 
then be ſd wiſe, as to make good uſe of our 
ſtrength and health, our ſenſes and underſtand- 
ing, whilſt we have them. Why make we 
not all ſure now whillt we can, ſeeing we 
know not how ſoon it will be,that we cannot ? 
Now we are young, We are t00 jovzial and airy; 
ahd we put all off to thoſe years, which we 
ſuppoſe will of courſe bring with them more 
Serioaſneſs, and when we think it will better 
become us to look gravely and Religiouſly. 
When thoſe years, which we are wont to call 
the years of Diſcretion, are come ; we find 
that a great deal of other buſineſs comes with 
them; and now we are men and women, WE 
areengaped in the World; and if we have got 
loofe Fom-ehe Vanities cf Yogth, which do 
ML VS not 
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not ſeldome hold us faſt even till we die, we 
are become intangled in things that are but a 
little better ; and we put off all yet till old age 
come and make us more /e;ſure. Old age 15 
all chis while ſtealing inſenſibly upon us, and 
we perceive it not for the throng wearein, 
till we find our ſelves on a ſudden grown too 
heavy and dull, and our faculties too much de- 
cay'd, and too feeble for much buſineſs. And 
then inſtead of ſerious reflections on the fate 
of our Souls, weare rather apt to refle& with 
too much concern on our preſent bodily weak- 
peſs, as weare become unable todo any long- 
er as we have done, and yet have as great a 
mind to do as ever. And hencealſo inſtead 
of being Pexitent for our Sins, weare apt to 
grow Paſſionate , Peeviſh, and Impatient ; 
and our Repentance is ſtill put off to our laſt 
Sickneſs. Aﬀteer all theſe delays, it may be 
we have no Sickneſs atall, Death gives us no 
warning at all of its approach, but knocks us 
down with a /uddex blow ; or elſe it ſends 
ſuch a Meſſenger for us, as will not allow us 
to know or conſider, whither we are going, by 
reaſon of either the ftupefatFion or Torment 
which it lays us under. What remains then, 
but that we take the Preacher's advice, 
Ecc. XII. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days come pot, 
por the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I 
bave no vleaſure in them. But 
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Bur beſides thc uncertainty of the term of 
our life, as to us; .and many diſappointments, 
which not unuſually befal us in it ; we ought 
farther to conſider, that it is very Juſt in God 
to cut 0':r lives the ſhorter, for our delaying to 
keep his Commandments. Neither can we take a 
more likely courſe to pang God to take us 
away in the midſt of our days, or to render 
them by his Jud2ments intollerable to us, than 
this bad uſe which we make of them. When 
by delaying our Duty to God we make it ap- 
pear, that we grudge him any conſiderable 
part of our time; and that we are reſolved to 
diſhonour him with as much of it, and to be- 
ſtow upon his Service as little of it as we can ; 
what readier way can we take to provoke 
him, either to cut our thread of life very 
ſhort, or to make it very knotty to us ? Can 
we our ſelves when we think well of it, judge 
it fit, that he, to whole goodneſs we owe 
our life, and being, and -in whole hands our 
times are, P/al. XXXI. 15. Inwhoſe hand is 
the ſoul of every living thing, and the breath of 
ail mankind, Job XII. 10. ſhould allow us 
juſt as much time as we deſire, to diſhonour 
and affront him in? I confeſs, I know not 
what greater Pr:/umptioz we can be guilty of, 
than to reſolve to rebel againſt God as long as 
we can think it ſafe to do ſo,and to expect he 
{hould give us from day ta day more time _ 

Q 


of delaying Repentance. I31 


do ſo in. O let us take heed, leſt he take 
away our breath, and we return to our duſt 
ere we have begun to ſerve him ; for then be 
ſure all theſe vain thoughts ſhall periſh. P/al. 
CVI. 4. The youngeſt of us is not ſure to 
live one day longer ; and we who grow old 
are very ſyre, that we cannot have many 
days more, if any, tolive in this World : nor 
what kind of days, be they many or few, they 
will prove to us. Let us then no longer de- 
lay our Repentance, becauſe we are {o little 
ſure that we ſhall have any hereafter to re- 
pent 1n. 


DS ————— 
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The Second Danger of DEL av. 


A? it is a daxgerores thing to drive off our 
Repentance, in hopes that we may have 
time enough hereafter to repent in: Sos it al- 
together as daxgerows upon another account, 
Becauſe we know not, if we have an hereafter, 
whether we ſhall repent in it, or no. 1 have 
already mention d ſome things, which may 
diſable 1's to repent hereafter ; but belides 
this, it may well be fear'd, that we may bc 
alſo as unwilling, and every way as much 3z:- 


&ſpoſed to repent hereafter, as we are now. 
Is 
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Is there not as much reaſon ow to move us to 
keep the Commandments of God, as ever 
there will be hereafter ? Is he not the ſame 
God now, that he will be then, oze and the 


ſame , unchangeable for ever? Are not our 


Obligations, and our Dependances on him the 
ſame? And is not the denger of dying impe- 
zitent, the ſame now, that it will be then? 
What reaſon then can we have to hope, that if 
the conſideration of theſe things will not move 
us zow to Repentance, it ſhould prevail more 
with us hereafter? How difficult,or how eafie ſ0- 
ever the Duty may ow ſeem to us ; or what- 
ever it is that now affrights us from it, or ex- 
courazeth us to delay it : we have little cauſe 
to think that it will become more eaſte by de- 
lay; that we ſhall meet with fewer difficulties 
the longer we drive it off, or fewer tempta- 
tions to defer it (till longer. Nay, *tis very 
certain, that the longer we delay, the difi- 


' culty daily more and more increaſeth, and ve- 


ry probably, ſo will our «nwillizgneſs too ; for 
*tis not very-likely, that we ſhall be more wil- 
ling to ſet our ſelves about a harder work here- 
after , ſeeing we dare not venture on it zow 
that it is much more eafie., Would to God 
all impenirent Sinners could be brought to 
conlider this; That all the good they do 
themſelves by delaying their Repentance, 1s 
to make it every day harder for them to do a 
DN thing, 
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thing which they muſt do, or elſe they 
periſh, That we may be convinced of this 


folly, let us obſerve but theſe few things. 


i. That the Cauſes of Delay will hereafter be 
the ſame, and as forcible upon us, as now. 
2. That the Work mill hereafter be greater. 
3. Our Strength for it, « like to be leſs. 4. Our 
Time to do it in, will be ſborter. 5. Our Affi- 

ances are like to be fewer. And, 6. Our Im- - 
pediments and Diſcouragements are like to be 
more. And when all this hath been well 
thought on, we cannot but ſee, that though 
all chat time, which we very groundleſly pre- 
ſume upon, ſhould be granted us ; yet cannot 
we be ſure that we ſhall, nay, we are more 
ſure of the two, that we ſhall not make fo 
good uſe of it, as we may do of the time 
which is preſent. 


1. Look what Caves we think we have at 
preſent to delay our Repentance till another 
time ; the ſame, or more, and more powerful 
to work upon us, are we like to have here- 
after ; and it is like to be as hard, or harder 
then not to be tempred to delay, than now it 
Is. . Is it now a careleſs, negligent and uncon- 
fidering temper of mind that 1s the cauſe of our 
delay? And is it not likely, the longer we 
delay, that this ſame ſupine and regardleſs 
temper will be the more fixed and — 

at 
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W hat is it that we think will alter it ? The | 


Temper we are of is ſuch, as admits of none, 
or very {light thoughts of any ſuch future al. 
teration of it ; theſe thoughts conſiſt not with 
ſuch a careleſs and inconfiderate temper; as we 
ſuppoſe to be the cauſe of our delay. How. 
ever, ſuch a change of it hereafter 1s not to be 
depended on. What makes men more zareleſ; 
and ſecure in their ſinful Courſes, than long 
impunity and forbearance ? He that was a lit- 
tle afraid ro venture on fin at firſt, leſt he 
ſhould be puniſh'd for it, and leſt the Wrath 
of God ſhould light ſuddenly upon him in 
| ſome ſevere judgment ; and he that was at 
firſt ſomewhat aſhamed to lin, and unable to 
conquer his zatural Modeſty, or to endure the 
reproaches of his natural Conſcience : after he 
has with ſome ſtrugling broke through theſe 
bars of fear and ſhame, the further he ventures 
forward, the farther he leaves them both be- 
hind him. When the in is become cuſtom 
ry, and yet he finds that he ſufererh nothing 
by it; he is the more emboldened to continue 
init, The longer he eſcapeth what at firſt he 
was afraid of, the leſs apt is he to fear it; 
and the more hope he hath to eſcape it till, 
The proſperity of fools deftroyeth them, Prov:l. 
32. How, but by making them the more 
careleſs and reſolute to go on in the ways 


wherein they thrive, as we tind it by daily 
CXPErience 
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experience in all ſorts of Sinners? Becauſe 
ſentence againſt an evil work is not ſpeedily exe- 
cuted; therefore the hearts of the ſons of men 
is fully ſet in them to doevil, Eccl. VIII 11. 
Is the cauſe of our delay a ſecret root of 
Atheiſm or Infidelity, a disbelief of God, and 
of his Word ? The longer we go on in any 
ſin, the more likely are we to be harder'd in 
our #xbelief. For whilſt we hold on offending 
God, and diſobeying his Word; and yet 
find, that notwithſtanding all his zerrible 
threatnings, he doth not ſeem to take any no- 
tice of us, but letteth us alone, and fſtretcheth 
not out his hand to execute wemgearce upon 
us; we are apt totake as little notice of God, 
as we fooliſhly imagine he taketh of us; 
and becauſe we continue to do theſe evil 
things, and God keeps lilence, we conclude 
the more confidently, either with the Fool, 
P/al. XIV. i. That there & no God: or with 
another as fooliſh as he, P/a/l. L. 21. That 
he is altogether ſach an one as our ſelves. The 
proſperous Sinner is apt to /ay 7 his heart, 
God hath forgotten; he hideth his face, he will 
never ſecit. He contemneth God; he ſaith in 
his heart , thou wilt not require it, Plal. X. 
1:1,13. The Lord ſhall not ſee, neither ſhaft 
the God of Jacob regara it , Plal. XCTV. 7. 


To ſuch a 6bruti/hneſs doth our continuance 1n 
lin ordinarily bring us ! 
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Is it an unwarrantable preſumption of the 
oreatnels of God's Mercy, or of his unweari- 
ed Forbearance, that is the cauſe of our delay? 
And is it not then too natural to men of this 
preſumption, to preſume ſtil] the more confi- 
dently, the longer God forbeareth them ? 
Certainly he that delayeth at firſt, preſumin 
on that patience, whereof he hath yet h 
comparatively but little experience ; will be 
the more apt to delay ſtill longer , after he 
hath long experienced the patience, and long- 
ſuffering of God. 

Is it the /ove of our fins wherewith we are 
bewitched,ſo thac we are not ableto part with 
them, and therefore de/ay our Repentance? 
And what reaſon have we, if we now love 
them ſo well, tothink, that we ſhall not love 
them as well hereafter, as now we do? What 
can we imagine ſhould bring us out of love 
with ſin more then, than vow ? We may not 
be able to commit lome lins hereafter, which 
now we commit; but I ſee not, why we 
may not have the ſame /ove for them hereat- 
ter, which we have now. Nay, I ſee, that 


uſually it is ſo ; and that few ſins are leſs /- 


ved for becoming habitual. The more we 
prattiſe them , the more we /ove them ; and 
the longer we have taſted the ſenſual ſweet- 
neſs of them, the leſs can we endure to be 
without them. And if our 1zclinat ions and 
' Temper! 
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Tempers ſo alter with our Age, that ſome ju- 
venile ſins do not reliſh with us as they were 
wont; yet wedo but change them for others ; 


and we are as averle from goodneſs, and as 


much inclin'd to evil as ever. The Sins 
which ſuit with af{ ages of man, we commit 
with as much greedineſs as ever, and as 
things which by cu/fom are become #atural ; 
and we ſin even as we eat and drink; being as 
unable (as it ſeems to us) to live without the 
one, as without the other. And though, it 
may be, ſome ſorts of Sins grow ftalz, and 
we find hereafter no _— to them; yet 
1s there one thing, which, the longer we de- 
lay our Repentance, grows ſtill the more 
ſtrong; and that is an #nordinate Jaw 
and the leſs we have been uſed to deny our 
ſelves in the things we love, the haraty ſtill 
{hall we find it todo ſo. We have been uſed ' 
to humour our ſelves, and to feed corrupt 
Nature in all things which it craves; and 
then it's all a»caſe, how the Appetite changes, 
as to this or that ſin; ſeeing what it deſires, 
it muſt have; and we have loſt all power to 
reſiſt it. But theſe things *tis needleſs to 
prove, beifig too notorious to be denied. Only 
they ought to be more conſfider'd; that wie 
we think well how there will be hereaftet as 
many temptations to delay, and as powerfs 
toog as there are now ; we idy dilcett otit 
_— folly 
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folly in delaying our Repentance zow, in 
hopes to repent hereafter. 
2. But this is not all ; for we ſhall certain- 


ly find, that the longer we delay, the greater” 


will the work be. And then, whatever the 


cauſes be that now perſuade us to delay it, 


they are more likely to perſuade us to dela 
hereafter than ow. If they can prevail wit 
us to negle& a neceſſary work, when tis /eſs ; 
they will more eaſily prevail , when the 
very greatneſs of the work ſeems enough of 
it ſelf to diſhearten us from going aboutr it. 
Let us then conſider, how much greater a 
work it will be to repent hereafter, than xow. 


Firſt, It is very certain, that the longer we - 


have negle&ed to /ears the will of God, the 
more we have to leain. And the longer we 
have negle&ed to do the Commandments of 
God, the more we have to do, The longer 
we ſtay before we repent , the more ſins we 
have to repent of. He that hath long ſince 
begun his work, and hath made a conſidera« 
ble progreſs in it, will: not hereafter find ſo 
much to do, as he that hath done nothing at 
all of it, but hath then all to begin. All thoſe 
Omiſſions and NeglefFs we have been every 
day guilty of, come then to be repented of ; 
as well as the things which have been zegle- 
Hed and omitted, as far as 'tis poſſible, to be 
. done; and all this labour had been =_ 
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had we repented, and done our duty in due 
time. We every day fin, even though we do 
all that we can to avoid it ; ( which yet we 
ſeldom do) and every day we ought to repent 
of the ſins of the day; and therefore till we 
repent, every day much increaſeth the /abour 
of Repenrance, becauſe every day adds to 
the »umber of our ſins to be repented of. And 
our delay to repent, when we have ſinned, is 
one of the greateſt (ins of all; and every day's 
delay is ſuch a zew ſin added to that of the 
former day. And indeed, fo long as a man 
delayeth his Repentance, he doth nothing 
elſe but heap up fin upon fin ; and every thin 
he doth, is full of ſin. And what a tas 
doth he thus make himſelf, to repent of all 
theſe ſins hereafter * Yea, every Convittion 
that we have ſinned, and ought to repent 3 
and every purpoſe, and reſolution, and thought 
of repenting, not ſpeedily pur in execution, 
is an aggravation of our guilt, and makes our 
fins the more ſinful, the leſs excuſable, and 
more hardly pardonable ; becauſe *tis a ſign, 
that we go on in (in againſt Kowledg, againſt 
Conſcience, againſt the good Motions of God's 
Holy Spirit, and againſt the Rebukes of out 
own Hearts ; the delay is throughly wilful, 
and fin is freely choſen; and thus our fins be+ 
come as great as can be, and are a ſtriving a« 
gainſt Conſcience, a_ reſiſting and yrieVing of 
2 $2g 
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the Spirit, a quenching of its holy Motions, 
and a daily fighting againſt God, or a reſolute 
maintaining our ground againſt him. And 
muſt not all this make Repentance a much 
harder work , than otherwiſe it might have 
been ? How much eaſier is it to pluck up 


two or three weeds daily in a Garden, as we 


perceive them ſhooting forth ; than to weed 
one that, through negle&, is quite overrun 
with them? And to how much better purpoſe 
too were it ſo to do? For by that means, the 
good Plants have liberty to thrive and flou- 
riſh ; whilſt by neplett all that's good is 
choaked up, and rarely turns to any advan- 
tage. So much eaſier is it, and to far better 
purpoſe and advantage to repent early than 
late. When one hath gone on but a few 
ſteps in a wrovs way, and will not then turn 
back, becauſe he thinks it too much pains for 
him to do ſo; how much more «willing 13 
he like to be to go back again, when he is 
gone on many, miles? He that is afraid to 
encounter two or three Enemies at preſent, 
will hardly be fo ſtout afterwards as to ſet u 
on an Army of many thouſands : eſpecially 
when by his delay he hath given them time 
to ſtrengthen themſelves. And this is the 
econd thing that we are here to conſider, that 
by qur delay we ſuffer our fins to grow not 
only in z2«mber, but in frength too ; and as it 

is 
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is caſier to repent of a few ſins than many; 
ſo muſt it needs be a far harder task to conquer 
wany fins in their full trength, than a few, and 
weaker to0. Every 6ne knows by woful ex- 

rience, if ever he have attempted to get 


| the maſtery of his fin, what ſfrengthevery lin 


ains in us by our long accuſtoming of our 

Ives to it ; and how much eater it is to leave 
off the praQice of any fin, after but ozce or 
twice committing it; than after that by fre- 
quent committing of it, it is become habitual, 
and in a manner zateral to us; and, when 
we.have by cuſtom brought our ſelves to that 
paſs, that we ſeem to our ſelves to ſtand inas 
much need of our iz, as we do of our food 
and raiment, and can as little be context with- 
out it. *Tis eaſe to pluck up a tender Sprout 
of the firſt or ſecond years growth ; but this, 
by letting it ſtand and grow, is every year 
harder and harder to do; and at laſt, when 
'tis become a ſtrong Tree, impoſſible for the 
ſtrongeſt man to do. *Tis eafie to quench a 
ſmall ſpark that's but juſt taking hold of the 
Thatch; but 'tis not ſo eafie to extinguiſh the 
fire, when the whole Houſe is on a flame. 
It may be no difficule matter to cure a little 
Sore at farſt ; but it will be more hard todo it, 
when by delay *tis grown into a hollow and 
filthy Ulcer ; and hardly poſſible, if it come to 
a Cancer, or a Gangreen. How ſrange a 
| K 3 thing 
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thing is it then, that we ſhould delay our Re. 
pentance, the only cure of a diſeaſed and ul. 
cerous Soul, till by delay we become almoſt 
paſt poſſibility of being cured ! Cay the Ethia- 
og change hi skin, or the Leopard his ſpots ? 
hen may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed to 

apevil, ſer. XIII. 23. | 
3. As our work by delay grows greater, /o 
our ſtrength for ſuch a work, grows leſs ; and that 
makes1t it1}] harder. The more ſick a man grow- 
eth, or the longer he lieth under his Diſeaſe, 
the weaker he groweth too,and the leſs ſtrength 
he hat! co help himſelf. Tho we are all corrupt 
enough by nature; and as we are fo of our 
ſelv-s, by much roo weak to conquer any 
Lult without the help of ſupernataral Grace: 
yet our giving way to our xatural corruption, 
and vur indulging our ſelves in our own weat- 
meſſes, makes us ſtill weaker and weaker. 
e that exerciſeth not his ſtrength , by de- 
grees loſeth it. And he that inſtead of re- 
fing luis Enemy as well as he can, layeth 
himſelf down at his feet to be zrod upon, 
will find that he hath then leſs ſtrength to 
raiſe himſelf up, than he had at firit to ftand 
his ground. la like manner, he that, in- 
ſtead of making what defence he is able, ſtands 
ſtill, and I:ts his Enemy give him wound at- 
ter wowzd as long as he will; if he have a mind 
to fave himſelf at laſt, may find that he hath 
| not 
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not ſtrength enougi left him, either to fer, 
or run away. In three things principally a 
man's natural ſtrength to withſtand a tempta- 
tion to wickedneſs, or to change an ill CTuitom 
for a better , may ſeem to conſiſt, 1. Iz the 
condatt of natural Conſcience. 2. In the vertue © 
of deliberate Conſideration. 3. In the hope of 
Succeſs. But by delaying our Repentance, 
we loſe more and more of this ſtrength 
daily. | 

Firſt, Though our Natures be ſtrongly 
biaſſed towards Evil, and we do mightily of : 
our ſelves ixclize that way ; yet is there ſuch 
a thing 1n us as the /ight of Nature ; whereby 
we ſce, in many things, that we go wrong, 
and walk ſo, as it very much misbecometh us 
to do. We yet retain ſome Principles of Mo- 
rality, and natural Notions of Good and Evil, 
Honeſty and Diſhoneſty, Decency and Indecen- 
cy, which are not quite erazed, nor worn our. 
And our Conſciences are ready to check us for 
doing contrary toour Nature, and to reproach 
us with the «reaſonableneſs and [bamefulnefs 
of ating ſome evil things. But when we 
long negleCt to hearken to our Reaſon, and 
to obey the difQtates of it; yielding to our 
brutiſh AfeF#ions, and giving them the ſole 
command of us : we by degrees forget we 
have any ſuch thing as Reaſoz to direCt us,and 
our Conſciences fall aſleep, having nothing to 
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do ; our unruly Lefts ruling us in evety 
thing. We can ſee nothing «nhandſome it 
what we are fondly in /ove with, nor can we 
any more be aſhamed of what we have lon 

accuſtomed our ſelves unto; eſpecially when 
we find we are not aloze in any of our ſins, 
but find Companions enough to embolden us 
in any wickednels. Were they aſhamed when 
they had committed abomination ? Nay, the) 
were z0t at all aſbamed, neither could they TW 4 
er. VI. 15. The Sinner, after a little time, 
begins to think it a piece of bravery to be im- 
pudent, and to glory in his ſhame ; and nothing 
muſt be choukſe unreaſonable, Or undecent, that 
he hath a mind to do. Thus our fooliſh 
Hearts are more and more darkex'd, and our 
A ſeared as with a hot iron, 1 Tim. 

\ | 

'' And when it is ſo with us, that our Rea+ 
fox bears no ſway for the tyranny of or 
Lofts ; there can be no help from Conſidera- 
tion, becauſe there can be no ſuch thing to 
any purpoſe ; this being the proper work of 
Howes uningaged by affetion, and at liberty 
ro do its office. * Or if ſometimes Conſcience 
be a little ſtartled upon any occafion, and be- 
gin to be relitleſs, and fet our :howghts on 
work a-while ; yet alas, the condition, which 
by delaying our Repentance we bring our 
ſelves into, is ſo /ad and frightful, that we 
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cannot indure to think much of it ; but pre- 
ſently turn our thoughts another way , and 
buſie them about ſomething more pleaſant to 
us. Indeed moft of us have learnd well 
enough, how to keep our ſelves from all ſer;- 
ow: Conſideration of either the anreaſonableneſs, 
ſhame, or danger of our. ſinful ways ; being 
always ſo bufie about the Aﬀairs of the Worl1, 
or our Vanities, or in making proviſion for the 
fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof, that we are 
_ at leiſure to think much on any thing 
elſe. 

Laſtly, By long continuing in our fins, and 
giving way to our Luſts, we give them {6 


. much the maſtery and dominion over us, that 


when at any time we are able to coyſfider a lit- 
tle in what a wretched State we are, and be- 
in to have ſome thoughts of getting into a 
tter ; we find our ſelves ſo falt hamper d by 
them, and that they have taken ſuch ſtrong 
hold of us, that an extraordinary ſtrength 1s 
neceſſary to break looſe from them. Hereupon 
our Conrage quite fails us, and we have no 
hopes atall, that ever we can be able to reco- 
ver our ſelves out of the ſnare, wherein we 
have ſuffered our ſelves tobe ſo much intan- 
gled; all our ſpirits therefore fink down into 
Deſpair ; and we are not willing to labour 
( as wefear ) in vain, or todiſquietour ſelves 
any longer, about what we imagine 4 - 
elp. 
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help. O that we could be brought in time 
to Conſider, how by delay we are apt to be 
rfealy ;afatuated, and as it were, inchanted, 
aving no uſe of Reaſon or Conſideration ; no 
Courage left us to attempt our Freedom, or 
Hope to obtain 1t ; butlye in our ſlavery with- 
out any Sexſe of our vile Condition , and 
without either Wit or Strength ever to come 
out of it. | 
4. As by Delay our Work grows greater, 
and our Strength leſs; ſo our time is every day 
ortncd;, and tho we have both more to do, 
and leſs Skill and Ability to work, yet have 
we leſs time for our work, The more time 
we havealready ſinned away, the leſs we are 
ſure is behind to Repent, ſerve God, and pro- 
vide for our Souls in. Tho we may know 
how much we have hadalready to an ill pur- 
poſe, as we have abuſcd it, yet we know not 
how little, or whether any at all, will be 
granted us for a better. We are ſure, That 
what is yet ty come, cannot be very long, be- 
cauſe io much 1s already gone ; and yet put 
| both rogether, were it poſſible, all would have 
been ſhort enough for the work we had to do 
init. Now ifa work be ſo great, that it can- 
' not be done perieCtly, and as well as it ſhould 
be done, tho a man take the whole day to it, 
is it not a madneſs to drive it of, hoping it 
may be done well enough in one or two =: 
the 
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the laſt hours of rhe day ? He that hath the 
loſt time of many Years to redeem, had need 
to ply his bulineſs very cloſe indeed, if he 
hope todo itin.a few days. Can we think 
that our corrupt hearts and minds will be 
throuzhly changedand cleanſed, all our ſinful 
deſires and affections quite a/rered, our whole 
Converſation reformed, every evil habit 6ro- 
ken off, every lutt mortified, and the whole 
man rexew d, all Graces acquired, SanCQtificati- 
on compleated, and every necetlary Duty per- 


forwdall on a ſudden, in a moment of time ? 


If the work be ſo eafte, and ſo /zrtle time will 
ſerve to doitin, the more 1s our Shame and 
Guilt both, and the leſs excuſable are we, that 
we have done all no ſooner, having had fo 
much time already to do it in. 

And yet ſuppoſing all might be done in fo 
little time, and we might repent ſufficiently 
and {avingly, of a long wicked life, in ſome 
ſmall part of it towards the end ; it ought to 
be conſidered, That a little time will hardly 
be enough for a man to try and be well afſu- 
red of the Sizcerity of his Repentance ; and 
yet we know, that it it be not ſiace-e, it will 
do us no good ; and till we kzow it is ſincere, 
it can afford us little Comfort. 'He that repents 
earlieſt, ſhall now and then mcet with 'Tem- 
ptations to doubt whether he hati ſincerely re- 
pented or no ; andit will colt him ſome pains 
co 
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to ſearch into his own heart, and to make him- 
ſelf in any good and comfortable meaſure ſure 
of ir. And to find this, is the only thing that 
muſt be the comfort of his . old age, and 
the ſweetneſs of his Dying thoughts. But 
he that defers his Repentance to the /atey part 
of his Life, if then he may Repent unto Sal- 
vation, yet may he find thetime much too 
ſhort for him very comfortably to aſſure him- 
ſelf that he hath done ſo indeed ; and there- 
fore though he may —_—_ poſſibly he may 
not be able ſo well to know 1t, as not to go 
out of this World with many fears and dowbts, 
and much uncomfortable diſtr attion of thoughts 
about it. And though this may poſſibly be 
the caſe of ſome, who have lived a /ife of Re» 
pentance; yet 15 it nota thing a man would 
chooſe, or that he ſhould not do what he can 
to prevent, as am ſure he that delayeth his 
Repentance doth not. He that /zves well, 
may through the tenderneſs of his Conſcience, 
and jealouſy of himſelf, die ſomewhat ancom- 
fortably ; but he that /ives iff almoſt as long 
as he lives, I think muſt needs do ſo, 
if hebe not ſo dozed or ſfupified with his dif- 
caſe, that he cannot be ſexſivle that he isa dy- 
ing; or elſe have the favour of ſome ex- 
traordinary Revelation, which ſuch an one 
of all mea hath leait reaſon to hope for. 


5, For 
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5. For he that long delayeth his Repen- 
tance, hath reaſon enough to fear, that he 


- ſhall have leſs Aſiftance hereafter for this four 
the 


work, than now he may have. Al 
helps we can hope for, come from the H 
Spirit of God, without whole ſpecial Grace 
we ſhall never do any thing thar is acceptable 
to hm, or available to our own Salvation. 
We are too weak of our ſelves tocleanſe our 
ſelves from all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, 
and to perfe&t Holineſs: It is God that 
workethin us both towill and to do of his good 
pleaſure. Now that man muſt have a ſtrange 
meaſure of unreaſonable confidence, that 
thinks he hath the Grace of God at his Com- 
mand ; and can make himſelf ſure to have it 
juſt when he ſhall call for it ; or that the long- 
er he hath rejected it, the greater meaſures of 
it ſhould be beſtow'd upon him. Is this the 
way to oblige God to be more liberal of his 
Grace unto us hereafter, to. turn his Grace 
already given us into wantonneſs ? Is to Dil: 
honour him as long as we can, the beſt way 
to aſſure us of his help in time of need ? What 
is it then, whereby any one can poſſibly pro- 
voke God to withdraw or withhold his 
Grace from him? What needs any one care 
how he lives, if he can be ſure of Grace 
enough to ſave him at any time before he die? 
And if he cannot be ſure to have Grace 
enough 
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enough at any time whea he pleaſeth before he 
dic, how dare he delay his Repentance any 
one day of his life, left he ſhould die before 
the next day ? Certainly that perſpn that de- 
layeth his Repentance in expeQation of 
Grace, when he ſees his own time to call for 
it ; hatha confidence grounded on ſomething 
elſe than the Holy Scripture, Far be it from 
us to /imit the infinite Goodneſs of God, His 
Mercies as well as his Judgments are unſearch- 
able, and his ways pait finding out. Extra- 
ordinary favours may be granted to ſome, but 
are not to berelied on by any. I hope God 
doth give Grace at laſt to many who have long 
refuſed it ; but I know not where he hath 
promiſed that he will offer it again to them 
chat refuſe it when 'tis offered. If therefore 
he that delays his Repentance in hope of 
Grace to Repent hereafter, meet with the 
Grace he hoped for, he hath cauſe to be ex- 
traordinary thankful for an unpromiſed Mercy ; 
bur if any one expect to have ſuch an extraor- 
dinary Mercy, he hath great reaſon to be 
humbled for: ſo groundleſs a preſumption. For 
this is not the ordrmary method of ſaving Sin- 
ners, which God hath made us acquainted 
with : and certainly he makes too bold with 
God Almighty, that expects he ſhould bring 
him to Heaven by any other way than by 


that which he hath pointed out unto him to 
walk 
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he never promis'd,refuſing to make uſe of that 
which he hath aſſured him of if he will now 
accept it. God hath ſaid, that whoſoever hath, 
or makes good uſe and improvement of the 
Grace already given, to him ſhall be given, and 
he ſhall have more abundance : But whoſoever 
hath not, or makes not a wiſe improvement 
of what God hath given, to the Donor's Glo- 
ry and hisown Salvation, from him ſhall be ta- 
ken away even that he bath, Matth. XIII. 12. 
God ordinarily, as well as juſtly, leaves ſuch 
men to grow worſe hereafter, who are not 
willing to grow better now. He withdraws 
his Holy Spirit from them, who have long 
refeſted and grieved him. They who are not 
now willing to recover themſelves out of the 
ſnare of the Devil, having been taken cap- 
tive by him at his will, are deſervedly left in 
the ſlavery they delight in. God faith unto 
them, Hearing ye ſhall hear, and not under- 
ftand ; and ſeeing ye ſþall ſee, and ſhall not per- 
cetve, Matth. NIIL. 14. He leaves them to 
Saran to blind their eyes, and harden their 
hearts, leſs they ſhould be comverted, and Chrift 
ſhould heal them, Joh. XII. 40. What a mad- 
neſs then muſt it be to delay our acceptance 


4 of the Grace which is now freely tender'd 


unto us, in hope of having it tender'd to us 
again, when we think ita fitter time for it; 
when 
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when God hath declared that we d3 thereby 
provoke him to withdraw his ©race from us 
for ever, and neier to make us another offer 
of it ſo long as we live. 

6. Laſtly, Our Impediments and Diſcourage- 
ments are like to be more and greater the longer 
' Wedelay : As a ſtone that's tumbling down 

the hill, the longer it continues roulin 
downwards, goes with the greater force, 7 
is more hardly ſtopped ; fo our own corrpt 
#xclinations, tie longer we give way to them, 
carry us on with the more earneſtxeſs in the 
old beaten parhs of Sin towards Hell beneath, 
and the more cifficult is it for us to recover. 
our ſelves. Our old acquaintance and brethren 
in iniquity, the longer we continue in their 
Society and Fricadthip, cling ſo much the 
cloſer unto us; and ule all their art and power 
to hold us faſt ; ſo that 'ris always harder to 
break from them. The Dews/,who before em- 
boldened us to ruſh headlong upon any wick- 
. edneſs, without any check, or reſtraint of 

Conſcience, now fills our heads with fears 
and jealoufies, that our caſe is already become 
deſperate , and he that before perſuaded us 
it was t00 ſoo, now perſuades us *tis to0 late 
to think of providing for our ſafety: The 
longer we continue 1n our folly,' the more 
fooliſh we grow ; andthe leſs capable of be- 
ing taught how to grow }/;/e unto — 
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And the wickeder we have been, and the 
more ſhamfully we have behaved our ſelves, 
the more aſhamed we grow to confeſs, that 
we have ſo long been mad, and baſe, and bru+ 
tiſb, and to change our courſe of lite for that 
which we have ſo long {corn'd as fooliſhneſs. 
There are ſo many reſt:tutions , reparations, 
ſatisfattions, and confeſſions to be made to our 
injured Neighbours; ſo much humb'ing of 
our ſelves, and Pardon to be begged both of 
God and of all men whom we have offended ; 
there is ſo much more patns to be taken and de- 
ligence to be uſed in redeeming our mil-ſpent 
time, and fitting our Souls tor Heaven , that 
very few who havelived long in wickedneſs, 
have conrage to venture upon, and go through 
all this. Beſides, there are nor very man 
perſons who by living long have leſs buſineſs, 
or fewer cares and troubles upon them of one 
ſort or other ; however, they have thereby 
more #odily infirmities, and uſually leſs vigour; 
and attiveneſs of mind. And how then can 
any one judg it fit to delay a moſt —_ 
duty, which might before have been done 
with leſs diſturbance, to ſuch arime as this, 
when we cannot hope for fewer hindrantes 
and diſcouragements than we formerly had, if 
we find not many more, as is not unuſual ? 
From all this, I ſuppoſe, it muſt now be very 
plain to every one, That as we are not ſurz of 
L any 
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any tie at all hereafter to Repent in, ſo nei- 
ther can we be ſure if we ſhall have time, that 
we ſhall Repent in it. Nay, Ithinic'ris plain 
enough, that it is more likely of the two, 
that we ſhall not. 


_ a 


SECT. VL 
The third Danger of DELAY. 


Third danger of delaying our Repen- 

tance 1s this, T hat we kzow pot, if in 
ſome ſort we ſhall repent hereafter, whether our 
Repentance then will be accepted, and do us any 
good, or none. And certainly this is a Point 
which any wiſe man would be well ſatisfied in, 
before he venture to deter [is Repentance one 
moment longer. Let us theretore coalider 
well of it. Shall we def:r our Repentance 
till it will do us no good ? And are we ſure, 
that if we defer it zow, it will do us good 
hereafter ? It God will not accept of it, it 
can CO us no g20d.. And how are we ſure 
that God will then accept of it 2 Wherher 
he wall accept of it or not, I know nor any 
one in the World heſides himſelt that can tell ; 
and I donot remember that God himſelf hath 
any-where told us that he will. He hath cold 
us, T hat without Repentance he will not ſave 


— — 


us; and he hath told us, That if we repent 


we 
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we ſhall be ſaved : But I cannot rerfember 
where he hath rold us, That though we repent 
not now, but put it off to another time, we 
may then ſo repent, that he will accept of our 
Repentance, and fave us. | 
It will be ſaid by thoſe who have no mind 
to repent yet, that God hath told us, That 
all who repent and believe the Goſpel ſhall be 
faved : and that if any mag ſhall turn from all 
his wickedneſs which he hath commitred; he 
ſhall live. And therefore, whether one i. 
pent early or late, if he repent at all, he ſhall 
be ſaved. Now I very readily and gladly 
grant what God in his Word hath told us to 
our great encouragement and comfort, if we 
will make a right uſe of it: That Cnxri1sT 
Js$sus came into the World to fave Sinners; 
and thoſe very great Sinners too ; and ſuch as 
had continued very long 1a a ſtate of fin; and 
that we have no reaſon in the world to fear; 
that any one, how great a Sinner ſoever hs 
hath been, ſhall be rejected of him, if he un- 
feignedly repent and believe rhe Goſpel. All 
this is a moſt comfortable truth, and we have 
great reaſon to be heartily thankful for it: 
Bur after all this, wehad need to be very cate- 
ful that we be not miſtaken in the meaning of 
thoſe two words, Bet ieviNne and R i 
PENTI1NG: and that we do not underſtand 
by them any other things; thai that very 
L 2 Faith 
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Faith and Repentance unto which Salvation 
is promiſed. Now as ſome, | fear, taice a 
Faith, that a7 yu not a holy Life, tor a ſa- 
wing Faits ,, lo lome may take Repertaxce, 
that implies not a holy Life, for a ſaving Re- 
pentance. Andit isto be greatly teac'd, that 
borh theſe are miſtaken. And whoſo conſi- 
dercth thoſe deſcriptions of /xepent ance which 
have been already given from the words of 
the HoLY GrosrT himſelf, will, I doubt 
not, ſee cauſe enough to fear the ſame that I 
do. 1 doubt not, but many who have long 
delay'd their Repentance, do at length ze- 
pent in wery good earxeft that they have done 
{o fooliſhly ; and I hope that {ome of them 
are accepted of God : butt do not think that 
all who repent in earneſt, of their wicked life 
paſt, and of their long and fooliſh delay, re- 
pent unto ſalvation; and it is hard for any 
one to know certainly whether any do or no. 
God hath not told us how long any of us may 
hold on in our fins, and not finally exclude 
our ſelves thereby from the benefit of Reper- 
tance ; neither hath he told us, that I know 
of, that he will accept of the Repentance of 
that man, who hath to.the latter end of his 
life wilfully delay'd it, in hopes of finding 
then both #:me and grace enough for it. But 
he hath told us enough to make us fearful, 


leſt he ſhould not. There are ſeveral range 
0 
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of Holy Scripture that may well fright us 
from preſuming ON it ; bur not one that -ives 
the leaſt excouragement Or conntexazice tO it. 
God frequently threatens wiltul Delayers of 
their Repentance, either to cut them off ſud- 
denly , or to deliver them up to a hardezed 
heart , but 1 cannot find, that he prom:ſeth 
them Grace hereafter, who will not hear en 
to his preſent Call; or that he wi!l accepr of 
them in their own time. Thus we read, 
m— He that being often reproved, hardeneth his 
neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy'd, ind that with- 
out remedy, Prov XXIX. 1, Happy is the 
man that feareth always; but he that hardeneth 
his heart, ſhall fall into miſc: ief, Prov x XV:1I. 
14. He that deſviſeth the riches of God's good- 
neſs, and forbearance, and lono-ſuffering , not 
knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth him to 
repentance , after his hardneſs an1 impenitent 
heart, treaſureth up unto himſelf wrath againſt 
the day of wrath, Rom. II. 4, 5. Thole who 
liked not to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gave them up !0 4 reprobate mind, Rom. 1. 28. 
But very terrible indeed are theſe following 
Sayings of tn: Holy Ghoſt in Scripture, Heb. 
VI. 4, &c. It is impoſſible for thoſe who were 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the heaven- 
by gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and have taſted the good word of God, 
ani the powers of the world to come ; if they 
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ſhall fall away, to renew them again unta repenr 
tazice : ſeerng they crucify to themſelves the Son 
of Goa afreſh , and put him to an open ſbame. 
For the earth which drinketh in the rain that 
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet 
fer them by whom it is are led, receiveth bleſſing 
fram God : but that which beareth thorns and 
briers, is rejetted, and is nigh unto curſing ; 
whoſe end is to be burned, Add hereunto that 
other place of the ſame Epiſtle, Heb. X. 
26, &c. If we fin wilfully after we have re- 
cerved the knowleds of the truth, there remain- 
eth no more ſacrifice for ſin, but a certain fear- 
ful looking for of judgment and ficry indignation 
which ſhall devour the adverſaries. He that 
deſpifed Moſes s law, died without mercy under 
two or three witneſſes ; of how much ſorer pu- 
ziſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, aud 
bath counted the blood of the Covenant, where 
with he was ſanttified, an unholy thing ; aud 
hath done deſpight unto the Spirit of Grace? 
*T is true, th:{c places of this Epiſtle are com- 
monly interpreted of Apoſtacy from the Faith 
of Chr:jt to Fudaiſms or Idolatry ;, and it may 
be they were ſome ſuch Apoftates that gave 
rhe Apoſtle an occalion of writing this ; yet I 


+i-1nk, that hardly any conſidering man will 


1, that they are to be extended as well to 
rhoſe who reſolutely lead a life quite cons 
ND | rrary 
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trary to the Goſpel of Chriſt, notwithſtanding 
that in words chey protels themſelves to be 
Chriſtians; (ecing all ſuch do equally, with 
the other, deſpiſe and rrample on the Goſpel 
and Covenant of Chriſt. + he ſame Apoſtle, 
Heb. III. 7, &c. propounds unto Chriſtiaxs 
the Example of the 1/raelztes in the Wilder- 
neſs, to take warning by in this caſe. To dry 
if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 
4s in the provecation, in the day of temptation 
in the wilderneſs : When your fathers tempted 
me, proved me, arid ſaw my works forty years. 
Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, 
and ſaid, They do always err in their heart ; and 
they have not known my ways. So I ſware in 
my wrath, they ſhall not -enter into my reſt. 
Take heed, brethren, leſt there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
living God : but exhort one another daily, whilſt 
it is calPd to day ;, leſt any of you be haraened 
throngh the deceitfulneſs of ſin. Let us more- 
over read with trembling what we find to this 
Lang in the Firſt Chapter of the Proverbs. 
here we ſhall ſee the method that God uſu- 
ally takes with Sinners. Firſt, he graciouſly 
and earneſtly z»vites them to Repertance, v.22. 
How long ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimpli- 
city; and the ſcorners delight in ſcorning , 
and fools hate knowleds ? Turn you at my re- 
proof; Beho!d I will pour ont my ſpirit unto you, 
], 4 | wit 
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Twill make known my words unto you. But Sins 
- ners turn their deaf ear to this, and makeno 
haſte to return, though they ſee God in haſte 
to do them good. How long ? ſaith he. ?Tis 
yet time enough, ſay they. But how doth 
God reſent ſuch an Anſwer ? v. 24. he tells 
| them this; Becauſe I have called, and ye refu- 
ſed; TI have ftretched out my hand, and no man 

regarded : bat ye have ſet at nought all my coun» 
ſel, and would none of my reproof ;, 1 will alſo 
laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your 
fear cometh, Well, but ſuppoſe they begin 
now at laſt toconſider, what danger they are 
;n; and repenting of their ſimplicity , folly 
and obſtinacy, call upon God for help ; hear 
now what God faith to this roo; wv. 28. Ther 
ſhall they call upon me, but 1 will not anſwer ;, they 
ſhall ſeek me early, but they (hall not find me. 
For that they hatea knowledg, and did not chuſe 
the fear of the Lord. They would none of my 
counſel, they deſpiſed my reproof ; therefore 
ſÞail they eat of the fruit of their own way, and 
be fed with their own devices. What .ſaith 
7c f the Hypocrite, Job XXYIL. 9. Wilt 
Gd hear his cry when trouble cometh upon 
him? He asks the queſtion, and God himſelf 
hath anſwer'd it; Ezet. VIII. 18, Though 
they cry in avine ears with a lond voice, yet will 
{ ot hear them. And ſaith Mzcah, cap. III. 
Y, 4. He will even hide his face from _—\ 
: 04% 
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that time , as they have behaved themſelves ill 
in their doings. Yea, faith God, Iſa 1. 15. 
Wheza ye ſpread forth your hands, I will hide 
mine eyes from you, when ye make many prajers 
I -will zot hear. So the Pſalmiſt tells us it 
fared with ſome that he was too well ac- 
quainted with ; They cried, but there was none 
to ſave them; even unto the Lord, but he an- 
ſwer'd them not. And all this is very juſt and 
equal, and Sinners cannot expect to find any 
better treatment with God; Zech. VII. 13. 
As he cried, and they would not hear , ſo they 
cried, and I would not hear, ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts. Why ſhould he ? Muſt vile Sinners 
have the command of God's Ear ? And muſt 
the glorious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth 
wait on every filthy Wretch as long as he 
pleaſeth? and alway be ready at his beck, 
and come at his call? Hath not God waited 
to be gracious to us, begged and beſcech'd us 
from day to day, even from our infancy to 
this hour ; and mult he yer be made to wait 
longer, and even as long as we pleaſe; and 
after we have lighted his Favours, and abu- 
ſed his Patience, and put what affronts we 
can upon his Divine Majeſty ; can we cxpeCt 
that he ſhould not turn away from us in an- 
ger and indignation, and {wear in his wrath, 
that we ſhall not ſee his face, nor hear his 
voice any more? I conclude with thoſe wards 


of 


of delaying Repentance. 


162 The Sin and Danger 


of the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Per. IT 20. If after 
they have eſcaped the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledg of the Lord aud Saviour 
Teſus Chriſt, they are again intaxgled therein, 
and overcome; the latter end is worſe with them 
than the bep inning. For it had been better for 
them not to have known the way of righteouſneſs, 
than after they have known it, to turn from the 
holy commandment deliver'd unto theme 
When ſuch Scriptures as theſe are well con- 
ſider'd, we ſhall find, that a man hath great 
reaſon to doubt, whether a /ate Repentance 
will be accepted or no. Wonderful indeed is 
the Infinite Goodneſs of God to Sinners; he 
doth often more, but never /eſs than he pro- 
miſeth ; and he doth often a great deal Jeſs 
than he threatneth, and granteth unto us that 
time of repextance, which we had no reaſon 
to expe from him : but whilſt we magnify, 
as we are bound, the Patiexce, and L mg- 
ſuffering of God ; we muſt take heed how we 
forget his "#ſtice and Truth; or how we ſpeak 
ſo of thoſe, that we know not how to recon- 
Ccile whar we ſay of them with what he him- 
ſelf hach ſaid of theſe A very late Convert 
may £ at laſt converted, and upon his /ate 
converſion {hall be accepted : and I dare not 
ſay, that it he do nor come 1n art the fir/# or 
ſecond call, the door of Salvation ſhall be tut 


againſt him. I dare not fay politively, _ 
G 
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God will never grant Repentance unto life,to 
any one, who hath a long time delay'd his Re- 

ntance, after he is convixced of the neceſſity 
of it; or to keep the Commandments of God, 
after he hath covenanted and exgazed himſelf 
in his Baptiſm ſo to do; or after he hath been 
often put in mind of his Engagement, and 
hath had many warzirgs to do his acknow- 
ledged duty ; yea, or that hath-preſumptuouſly 
delay'd his Repentance, purpoſing, and hopitg 
for time to repent afterward. I know not 
how much mercy God may have in ſtore, 
that he hath not acquainted us with : bur 1 
dare not rely upon what I know not of. I 
know not what extraordinary things God's 1n- 
finite goodneſs may bring to paſs; but be- 
cauſe they are extraordinary, 1 dare not ven- 
ture 1o great a thing as my Salvation upon 
them, ſeeing what 15 extraordinary, may, tor 
ought I know, never be. Becauſe God ex- 
traordinarily fed the I{raelites with Manna, 
and can feed me ſo too if he pleaſe; I dare not 
neglect my common Bread when I may have 
it, in expectation of ſuch another Miracle. 
And I cannot ſee, but it is-altogether as 
fooliſh a thing as that would be, to preſume 
on the extraordinary favours of God to /ong- 
zmpenitent Sinners; neglecting to follow the 
common Rules of holy life, and of keeping in 
God's favour, which he hath given me in his 
Word, 
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Word. Shall we negle& the expreſs Condi- 
tions of his gracious Promiſes, preſuming on 
an extraordinary thing never promiſed, which 
is, that the thing promiſed ſhall be given to 
him, that never obſerved the Conditions on 
which it was promiſed to be given? If we re- 
pent when we are called tg it, and continue 
all our life-long in a ſtate of Repentance, re- 
penting always of our ſins as we commit and 
diſcover them, and endeavouring as much as 
we can to avoid them for the tuture ; we may 
be very ſure of mercy and acceptance, be- 
cauſe it is promiſed to all that do ſo But this 
I moſt confidently ſay, That he who being 
call'd often ro repentance, wilfully delayeth it 
from time to time, thinking it always ſoon 
enough to leave off ſinning hereafter, and to 
ſerve +-od towards the end of his life; and 
that his repentance will come time enough 
then to find acceptance ; reckons, as we fay, 
without his Hoſte, and preſumeth on that 
which he cannot find that God hath promiſed 
him ; and therefore hath cauſe enough to fear 
that his repentance may come too late, and it 
will not prove the Repentance which God 
made the condition of his Promiſe : eſpecially, 
when he conliders withal, how God hath ex- 
preſs'd his diſlike of all delays, and what ſe- 
vere things he hath ſaid againſt the delaying 
Sinner in his Word. Is it not Rrange, that 
One 
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one who ſees that there is no promiſe of Salya- 
tion,but to the penitext liver ; and hears man 
Threatnings denounced againſt ſuch as delay 
to accept of the Invitation of God to repen- 
| tance ; ſhould yet be confident, that after 
he hath by his wilful delays, declared as much 
as a man can do without ſaying it with his 
mouth, that he hath no mind at all to ſerve 
God, but accounts any little portion of his 
time, not knowing how ſhort it will prove, 
enough, if not too much for him ; he ſhall 
yet be accepted of God at laſt, and rewarded 
by him too? He holds out as long as he can 
againſt God, and yet hopes that God will 
readily grant him his own terms, when he 
can hold out no longer. 

I would to God we could be perſuaded to 
conſider a little impartially with our ſelves, 
what kind of thing ſuch a /ate Repentance, af- 
ter long and wi/ful delays, is like to prove : ef- 
pecially when it hath been delay*d till our laſt 
ſickneſs, and we begin to fear we have but 
ſome few days, or weeks at moſt, to live. 
W hat reaſon can we find to perſuade us, to 
think ſuch a Repentance to be rhe true Re- 
pentance, to which Pardon and Salvation are 
promiſed ? When we would by no means e 
perſuaded to repent {- lng as we ſaw it pro- 
bable we might live ſome years longer, how is 
Ir imaginable that we then repent upon ec 
other 
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otizer motive , than a preſent fear of 

damnation? And can this be thought a favin 
Repentance ? God's great /ove and kindneſs 
a thouſand ways exerciſed towards us ; His 
Soveregn Authority over us,and Commands laid 
upon us ; His Mercy and Bounty, His Wooines 
and Beſeechings, His Invitations and Proaiifes 
the wonderful /ove of our Bleſſed Js$us, 
witneſſed by his Humiliation, Sufferings, and 
bloody Death, for our Redemption ; nay, all 
the moſt dreadful Threatnings of an Almighty 
and moſt Rzghteows offended God againſt im 
penitent Sinners, had no force at all upon us, 
ſo long as we had either youth, or health, or 
proſperity : Nothing could prevail with us, till 
we tound our ſelves declining apace towards 
the Grave, and fear'd we were juſt about to 
ſink down into Hell : and what elſe could it 
be that then put us upon thoughts of repent- 
ing more than at other times, but fear of be- 
ing tormented ? And then what can our Res 
pentance at ſuch a time ſignify more than this, 
That as we had always loved our Sin better 
than God, as long as we were in a capacity of 
enjoying it; ſo now that we cannot enjoy it 
_— and fear we are going to be pu- 
mi{h'd for it, though we love it as well as ever, 
and would aCt it over again, were we able; 
yet we are ſorry we have been ſo fooliſh, as 
ro bring our ſelves into this danger that we 
now 
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now apprehend our ſelves to be in. And ſee- 
World, which we are now leaving much 
againſt our will; yet we love our eaſe ſtill, 
and are willing to do what we can to eſcape 
Eternal Pains, and we ſtartle at the thoughts 
of going impenitent, as we have always been, 
to meet with our provoked Judge in the 
other World ; and we would fain ſtep back 
again from the mouth of Hell; and therefore 
we fall a praying and begging God with {ad 
ſighs, and Crrowhel tears, either to pardon 
us, and take us to Heaven, if we muſt go 
hence; or elſe to ſpare us a-while longer ; 
which if he will do, we reſolve to live in 
obedience to his Laws as long as we live? 
Are not moſt MalefaCtors thus penitent, af- 
ter a ſevere Sentence is given, and they ſee 
no remedy but it mult be preſently executed 
upon them ? And yet it is not becauſe their 
hearts are changed, but becauſe they are zter- 
rified with the puniſhment they are to bear; 
not that they are on a ſudden faln in love with 


a vertuous life, but becauſe they muſt now 


live no longer. How a man ſhould attain to 
ſuch a degree of confidence, as to hope that 
God will accept of a Repentance which is 
not at all tor his ſake, but merely for our 
own; which hath nothing of the /oave of God 
or Goodzeſs in it, but only a fear of Judg- 
ment 


ing we can have no more pleaſure in this 
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ment and Hell-fire ; no change at all of our 4f- 
feftions from Sin to Holineſs, from Earth to 
Heaven, from our carnal Selves, to God; but 
only a chaxge of our Security into Fear, and of 
our Pleaſure into Sorrow; and it may be of 
our Minds inco a very /erious Reſolution to live 
better, if we ſhall live any longer ; and that 
merely becauſe we are afraid that we ſhall live 
no longer : how any one ſhould think ſuch a 
forced Change as this, an acceptable Repent ance, 
I muſt confeſs I know nor, unleſs he have 
forgotten, not only his B:ble, but his Ree 
ſon too. 

1 here are ſome things, as »ſeful as they 
are eaſie, to be obſerved in dying People, who 
have ſpent their days in wickedneſs. And I 
think they areenough to afright any one from 
thinking any longer of having the benefit of a 
Death-bed Repentance. 


Firſt, It is too ealie to obſerve, That often 
ſuch a Sinner's Coſciexce is quite dead within 
him (I ſpeak of ſome, not of all) a long 
time before he dieth, and never reviveth as» 
gain ſo long as he liveth. He is given up to 


a reprobate mind, and his heart turn'd to ſtone, 


and nothing that ſhould move him to Re- 
pentance can make any impreſſion upon 1t. 
Yea, 'tis ſomewhat a rare thing, to ſee an 
ela, habitual, cuſtomary Sinner ever come to 
any 
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any true ſexſe of Religion, his Duty, his Sir, 
or his Danger; or ever to concern himſelf at 
all about Eternity. Even upon his Death-bed, 
whatever care he takes about his Body, Eftate 
and Family, his Soul ſeems as much forgot- 
ten by him, as if he had none art all to take 
care of, It is no uncommon thing to ſee an 
old Sinner die thus #nconcerned what ſhall be- 
come of hm. 

Secondly, It is as eaſe to oblerve in ſome 
of theſe dying Perſons, who ſeem to make 
{ome little ado about their future State when 
they are about to die ; that though they are 
deſirous of good Advice, and ſend for the M;- 
niſter to talk to them, and pray for them; 
and confeſs to him ſome few of their moſt 
notorious Faults; yet are they the confidenteſt 
Perſons in the World of their pardoz; "tis not 
eafie to perſuade them that their caſe is very 
dangerous ; but after they have conteſs'd they 
are great Smners, and have been pray'd for, 
as though all were done, they pals off the 
Stage of this World as unconcernedly, as if 
they had never a&ted any ill part thereon. 

Thirdly, It hath been very often oblerv'd, 
that thoſe of them who in ſome very dange- 
rous ſickneſs have made more ado than ordi- 
nary, have cried out very bitterly of their 
paſt wickedneſs and folly ; have ſhed many 
tears, and poured out many earneſt _— 
an 
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- and have made many Vows to God, and Pro- 
miſes to Men of leading a new and holy lite, 
if God would reſtore them to health ; have 
yet very ſhortly after their recovery, forgotten 
all this, as if it had never been; returning 
with the Dog to his vomit, and with the 
Sow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in 
the mire. Shewing plainly, that though 
they might be in earzeſt, yet was 1t but for 
fear ; and how little credit 1s to be given to 
iluch forced Repentances ! 

Fourthly, * Tis to be obſerved, That what- 
cver elſe thefe o/d and hardexed Sinners are 
wont to do upon their Death-beds, which 
may look like repentance; they are not eaſily 
perſuaded to confeſs any very foul Sin, which 
is not {© zotorious, that they cannot deny it; 
and then too, it ſhall be excuſed as well as 
they can, inſtead of being aggravated as it 
ought to be. With much more difficulty can 
they be perſuaded ro make reſtitution of all 
they have ill gotten, or ſo much as to confeſs 
their Frands, and wicked Arts of injuring 0- 
thers. Rarely do they ſend for thoſe whom 
they have offended, humbling themlielves, con- 
feſſing their Faults, begging their pardon, and 
making them all the /ari5faFtion they can be- 


fore they die. And what kind of Penitents 


are theſe ? 


T aft ly, 
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Laftly, If any of theſe o/d Sinners at laſt 
be touch'd to the quick, and pricked at the 
heart with a ſharp ſenſe of their {inful Vile- 
neſs; it is not hard*for the malicious and 
cunning Tempter, to bring them into deſpair, 
ſoas it ſhall be impoſſible for any one to com- 
fort them, and in vain to counſel them. "Their 
own /ong-abuſed Conſciences do now begin to 
revenge themſelves uponthem, for neglecting 
them 1o long ; and they know *'tis ſo juſt a 
thing for -God now to ſerve them, as they 
have ſerved him, that they conclude it in vain 
to ſeek for pardon and mercy. He that ſtands 
by the Bed-ſide of theſe old Sinners, when 
they are on their laſt Bed ; may eaſily obſerve 
all this that I have ſaid of them : and that but 
a few of them, in compariſon, die ſo, as rhat 
one has any great encouragement to ſay their 
repentance was any thing elſe, but the grief 
and remorſe of a heart oppreſs'd with fear of 
imminent danzer , Whereinto they find them- 
ſelves brought by their own folly and per- 
verſenels. 

It is eafie on the other fide to obſerve the 
death of the truly pious Chriſtians to differ very 
much from the death of this ſort of men ; I 
mean, as often as in their ſickneſs they have 
time and freedom of mind to ſhew what kind 
of ſpirit they are of. In many reſpeQs, as 
the one dieth,; ſo dieth the other : theſe may 
M 2 
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be cut off by a ſudden ſtroke, they may die of 
a diſtrating or ſtupifying Dileaſe, as well as 
the o:her ; and the frame of their hearts is to 
be ſeen only in their /ife, and not in their 
death. However, only thoſe few dying Per- 
ſons, who have in their health conſcientiouſly 
endeavour'd to live a truly Chriſtian life, and 
have their Repeatance not to begs, but only 
to fiſh with their life upon their Death-bed, 
ſhew, if they have time, and ftrexgth, and li- 
berty to ſhew it, that they die indeed like ſx 
cere Chriſtians : For either they end their days 
of trouble in much ſpiritual joy and comfort, 
reflecting {wectiy on the mighty powers of 
D:ivize C race, whereby they have been car- 
ried vidorzoyſly through all the Temptations 
of the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, and 
in the raviſhing expectation of cutring ſpee- 
dily into the joy of their Lord : Or being 


Perſons of tender Conſciences, and deeply | 


wozzded in {pirit with the ſenſe of all their 
own imperfections and failings, they ſhew all 
the ſigns of an humble, broken and contrite 
heart ; and cloſe up their time with the Pray- 
ers and Tears, Sighs and Groans of a devout 
Soul, longing to þe made pertettly holy in 
Heaven with God ; and endeavouring to that 
cnd, thus to comple; and perfett all their Re- 
pentances on Earth, 


Some 
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Some will poſſibly ask, If there be fo little 
truſt to be put in a very late, and Death-bed 
Repentance, Why the Miniſters of Chriſt , 
when they are call'd to affiſt the Sick, do ſo 
earneſtly exhort even the moſt xotorious Sin- 
ers, who have ſpent their whole time palt in 
wickedneſs, to repent of their ſins ; and com- 
fort them with the promiſes of Salvation, if 
they do repent ? 

'This Qzeſtion, I confeſs, deſerves to he 
conſider'd ; both that the Mrnifter may take 
heed that he go not beyond his Commitllion in 
comforting the Sick; and that we may all 
learn in due time, how far we may build and 
rely on ſuch Comforts as men in ſuch a calc 
can adminiſter unto us. And thercfore I 
here in anſwer to it, ſay theſe things. 


Firſt, We very earneſtly exhort the worſt 
of Sinners, even to the /aſt gaſp, to repent of 
their ſins ; becauſe, though we cannor allure 
them, that God will now at the laſt hour ac- 
cept of their late Repentance, ſeeing he hath 
no-where, as was ſaid before, declared that 
he will ; and though, by reaſon of what 1s 
faid in his Word concerning his ordinary me- 
thod of dealing with Sinners, we are rather 
afraid that he will not : Yert-we do not know 
tae depth of God's Mercy, nor the riches of 
his Inhnice Goodneſs ; nor what he may bz 

M 3 pleas'd 
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pleas'd to do in an extraordinary way, if Sin- 
ners at laſt uſe extraordinary endeavours. And 
if by ſuch AMotives, and Arguments, and 
Prayers as we can uſe, God ſeem to work 
mightily on the ſpirit of the dying Sinner ; 
though we dare not aſſure him of the life 
which God hath not promiſed to a Death-bed 
Repentance , and theretore we cannot be 
ſure that he wi give it ; pet dare we not leave 
him to deſpair, becauſe we know not but God 
7m4y gLVE 1t. 

Secondly, We therefore exhort the worſt of 
ding ſinners to Repentance, and declare un- 
to them the gracious and comfortable Prome- 
ſes which God in Chriſt hath made to all true 
Penitents ; becauſe God hath commanded us 
to Preach Repertaxce unto ſinners without 
cexceptica ; and herein, as we chey, fo we imi- 
tate our Lord and Maſter JESUSCHRIST, 
who ccaled not to invite all ſinners to Repen- 
tance, Or tO promiſe good things to the Pent- 
text, even when he who knew the hearts of 
all men, knew that many of them to whom 
he Preach'd, would never repent, nor be- 
come capable of the good things promiſed. 
God hath bidden us cxhort to Repentance ; 
but he hath not told us, 'That we are to ceaſe 
from cxhorting any one that will hear us, ſo 
long as he liveth. We cannot therefore ex- 
cuſe our ſelves, if we do not all we can to 
render 
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render them who will not repent, izexcu/abe; 
it will not be fate for us to leave them thisPlea, 
That they wanted any Means or Helps at any 
time, that we could aftord them. 

Thirdly, We hold on to exhort, even to 
the /zſf, becauſe how near unto Death ſoever 
the ſinner may ſeem tobe, we know that tie 


Lordof Life and Death can raiſe him up a- - 


gain; and we know not but he may do ſo,and 
let him live yet longer, to compleat rhe Repen- 
tance which may now be beenz. God is plea- 
ſed ſometimes by ſevere Chaſtiſements, and 
heavy Afliittions, to awake ſinners to Repen- 
tance, who had lived in fin ſecurely, many 
years; and now when the ſinner ſeeth him- 
ſelf at the P#it's brink, and Hell opening its 
mouth to ſwallow him up, he may poſlibly 
think it fit to hearken to cou;zſels of ſafety ; 
tho no more can be ſaid, but poſſibly he may 
get be ſaved, We know not, but now he may 
enter upon a Repentance, which tho it would 
do him no wer to ſhould he now dye, may 
prove unto Salvation, if he recover, and 
live to bring forth the fruits of it ; which God 
is yet able to make him do, and hath not told 
us that he will not do. 

Laſtlzy, Weto the very /aft exhort to Re- 
pentance, and mind dying ſinners of the Pro- 
cziſcs of God to Penitents ; becauſe that whe- 
ther jt will then avail to Salvation, or no, yet 
Al 4 We 
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we are {ure enough it can do them no hurt. It 
is certainly their duty to repext, and ours to 
exhort them toir ; and as it would hurt us to 
neglett our duty, ſo can 1t not hurt them to 
be minded of theirs: For ſinners to be made 
ſeaſitle of their ſins, and of this aggravation 
' of them, "That shey have deſpiſed rhe Com- 
forts and Promiſes of Mercy to the Penitent, is 
a good thing, whatever the end may be of 
ſuch ſinners. God is gloritiedgby mens being 
brought to a /exſe and acknowledament of his 
Authority and Goodneſs, and of their own 
Wickedneſs and Baſeneſs, by their confeſſing, 
That 1n all that is brought upon them, he zs 
righteous, and they are wicked. By mens ackzow- 
ledging at laſt, That God hath been always 
good, eſpecially in his great Patience and long 
forbearance hitherto ; and that he is now very 
1«ff in his Puniſhments, for our obſtinacy, glo- 
ry 15 given to God, And this ought to be done ; 
and if this will not qualifie ſinners for Pardon 
and Salvation, OO mms a part of their 
duty, and may, for ought we know, mitigate 
the Severity of their Sentence, and /eſſez their 
Torments. 

But now after this is ſaid, it isa very ſad 
thing, that men ſhould by wilful delays bring 
themſelves into this #zcomfortable condition. 
And it isa very affli7tizs thing to every good 
Maniſter of Chritt, to ſtand by the bed-ſice 
Ot 
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of thoſe dying perſons to whom he is able to 
{peak no more Comfort than all this amounts 
to, For firſt, He can ſpeak no Comfort at all, to 
the ſick perſon, but upon ſuppoſitioz that he is, 
what he finds too much cauleto fear he is not, 
a ſincere Penitent ; and this is very ſad. And ſe- 
conaly, He can ſpeak no Comfort, but on ſup- 
poſition of ſuch a Repentanee as the ſick per- 
ſon lyimſelt cannot kyow, ( without ſome ex- 
traordinary means ) that he now hath ; and 
therefore cannot tell how to apply the Comfort 
to himmſelf. And thisis very fad again. 'The 
Sincerity of ones Repent ance cannot ordinarily 
be known to himſelt, but by the frazirs of it 
in a holy Life; and by theſe , he that's now 
dying, can never kxow it. It is only ſuch a Re- 

pentance as would produce Holineſs of Life, 
if the ſick perſon ſhould recover, that is Re- 
pentance to Salvation ; and when the ſinner 
. on hus Death-bed calls to mind how often his 
heart hath in this point deceived him ; when 
he remembers how his /ove to ſin hath hicher- 
to conquer'd all ſuch Purpoſes and Reſolutions 
of holy living ; how often he hath heretofore 
upon the ſame, or ſome other occaſiox, very 
ſeriouſly ( as he thought ) reſolved, as now he 
doth, and yet never kept his Reſolution ; how 
ſhall he be able to aſſure himſelf, That he 
"wap keep it any better now, ſhould he yet 
ve? | 
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I hope what hath been already faid , is 
abundantly enough to convince us all, both 
that a ſinner can never repent too ſoon, and 
that he a_ drive it off till it be too late. And 
therefore ſeeing Repentance is altogether ne- 
ceſlary to Salvation, it is a work that requires 
creat Haſte, and admits of no Delay. 


” 


The Concriusion. 


Rom what we have now proved, it may 

be too eafie, I fear, for :many of us to 
refle&t very ſadly upon our felves. It is cer- 
zainly, if theſe things be ſo as hath been ſaid, 
high time for us all to think, what we have 
been doing all the while we have already li- 
ved in the world, that we may know what 
we have yet to do, before we go out of it. 
*Tis high time for us to remember, That we 
ruſt all appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive the things done, 
ir his body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad, 2 Cor. V. 1D. We muſt 
appear, that's certain, there is no flinching 
or evaſion ; al{of us, without exception ; and 
t'icre will God render to every man according to 
lic deeds, Rom. IT. 6. When we call this to 
mind, do we not think our ſelves concern'd 
L 2 Enquire, How we are prepared to anſwer 


for 


w_— 
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| for our ſelves, at that moſt dreadful Tribunal ? 
Weſee, that according to our deeds or beha- 
viour in the body, or whilſt we here live, ſo 
we muſt then be doom'd to receive, either 
Eternal Reward, or Eternal Puniſhment ; as 
is elſewhere plain enough. ' Are we able to 
plead for our ſelves, That we have lived a life 
of Repentance, Faith,and new Obedience! T hen 
all will be well ; through the rich Mercy of 
God, and Merits of our Bleſſed Jzs us, 
Eternal Life is aſſured unto us. But if we 
cannot plead this, what will become of us ? 
Know we how ſoon we muſt dye, or how we 
muſt dye? As wedye, ſo muſt weriſe tothe 
Judgement. If we dye before we have lived a 
| life of holineſs, our deeds have been wicked, 
and according to them, we ſhall receive indig- 
nation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh ; this 
is the reward of all that do evil. Will it 
" excule us to ſay, Lord, we have lived wick- 
edly *tis true, but we were ſorry for it when 
we {aw our ſelves like to dye, and reſolved to 
live a better life, if thou wouldſt have ſpared 
us a while longer? Or will it ſuffice us to 
fay, Lord, we were always reſolved to repent 
and to /zve well, but thou didit cut us off by 
death, before we had begun todo as we had 


reſolved, if thou Wouldſt have let us live? 


long enough ? Alas, enough hath been alrea- 
dy faid, to convince us of the folly of pleading 
enus ; 
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thus ; and it concerns us to grow wiſer very 
quickly, for we know not how little time we 
haveto learn Wiſdom in. We can many of 
us ſay already, That our Glaſs is almoſt run 
out ; and he whoſe Glaſs is but newly turn'd 
up, doth not know how few Sands are yet to 
run, e're it ſtop for ever. We that grow old, 
know, That if. we have not repeated, it's 
more than full time for us to begin ; for begin 
now as ſoon as we will, we are ſure it is very 
late; and a late Repentance 18a very uncertain 
thing to truſt to, If we have not by ſo long 
a. delay, loit our Salvation, it may be fear'd 
we have quite loſt the Conifort of being ſure 
of it as long as we live. They who are young, 
cannot but know, "That every day they live, 
they grow older ; what any day adds to the 
tine paſt, ſo much it takes from the time to 
come ; and the more they have lived, the leſs 
they have to live ; and they-are always igno- 
rant, whether they have aday more to live or 
no. It then the young perſon have not yet 
repented, 'tis high time for him too, now to 
begin. If he ſtay any longer, his Repentance 
will be late too, and ſo much the leſs comfor- 
table; and poſſibly it may be zoo /ate; for it 
is ten to one he ſhall dye before he be old ; and 
if not, why ſhould he grudge himſelf the 
beſt of Comforts in O/d Aze, a Conſcience that 
Can teltifie that he hath repented, and _ 

God's 
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God's Commandments from his youth up till 
then? I doubt not, but whether we be old 
or young, we are {o well ſatisfied, at leaſt ma- 
ny of us, that Repentance is neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, that we would not willingly dye with- 
out it. And we could not be ſo eafie within 
our ſelves, as we are, did we not either think 
our ſelves already penitent, or preſume we 
ſhall be ſo ſometime ere we go hence. I ſhall 
therefore now cloſe this Diſcourſe with a ne- 
ceſlay Caution, leſt we miſtake that for Re- 
pentance, which is not; and an earneſt Ex- 
hortation to make more haſte to repent. 


I. Letus take heed that we be not miſta- 
ken in this great and neceſſary duty. A mi- 
ſtake in a matter of ſo great importance, is ve- 
ry dangerous, and, I fear, as common, as dax- 
gerous. Corrupt Nature is {o'averſe from it, 
that it ealily perſuades us to take ſomething 
that looks a little like it, -for it, becauſe we 
find it more ealie, and not wholly inconſiſtent 
with our fin. And hence it comes to pals, 
that we never repent to purpoſe, becauſe we 
perſuade our ſelves we have done ſo, when 
we have not. We are /exſible that we are 
guilty of many ſins; and who 15s not ſo, that 
believes what he reads in Scripture? Can a 
Drunkara, or a Swearer, or a Fornicator, or 
Adulterer, or any Prophane and Debanch'd bw 
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{on chuſe but be ſenſible that he breaks the 
Laws of God, which there he reads ? We are 
ſometimes a little zroubled in our minds for 
ſuch ſins, aud arc ſorry that we have been 
guilty of them, and this moves us to fall down 
on our knecs, and confeſs them to God, and to 
bes his Pardoz for them, and to promiſe we 
will no more commut them. And 1t may be, 
we arc then in good earxeſt, and ſerionſly pur- 
poſe to perform our Promiſes, and we receive 
the Sacrament upon it, and fo ſeal up our Re- 
pentance ; and ſo our hearts are at relt, and 
we conclude our Peace is made ; and by this 
haſty Concluſion, we leave the moſt conſidera- 
ble part of the work undone; and we grow 
£00 ſoon confident, ever to be ſwre; and pre- 
ſame {0 quickly, That our condition is good, 
that we never uſe Diligexce enough to make 
ir g00d, He that thinks his Repentance quite 
find, fo long as he lives, is deceiv'd : Itis 
the work of our lite, and is not fini{h'd but 
with it : Whenever it was begun, it muſt 
continue till we dye: And it implies all this 
Lat here follows, which ſeems to be too little 
riought on by many, who think themſelves 
true Penitents., 

Firſt, There muſt be a very ſerious reſoluti- 
03 to live a Godly Life after the Commandments 
of God: And ſuch a relolution ſuppoleth a due 
Co:/ideratioz of ſuch things ag are the proper 
mo- 
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motivesto it. A man muſt conſider the N4a- 
ture of God, and his own nature as he is man, 
made in the Image of God ; whence it became 
his natural duty to continue Holy as God is 
Holy. He mult conſider God's Abſolute An- 
thority over him as his Creator, Owner, Go- 
vernour and Preſerver ; and the natural ob1:- 
gations that are upon him as God's Creature, 
to Serve and Honour him according to his 
will. He muſt conſider that the deſign of his 
Creation Was, that God might Glorifie his 
own Goodneſs in making him a Creature ca- 
pable of underſtanding ſo much of God as 
might enable him to G/orifie God on Earth, 
and be perfealy Bleſſed in the enjoyment of 
God forever. Allthis muſt make him ſenſible 
both howwile and degenerate,how unworthy and 
wretched, how filthy, and how miſerable, Sin- 
ning againſt God hath made him: And how 
being tallen from his Holineſs and Obedience, 
ſo long as he continues in this Sinful fate, he 
can have no hope ever to be Happy, but mult 
lie under the H/7ath of God : and unleſs he be 
rexewed unto Holineſs, the Czr/e which God 
laid on Sinners, which is that of Eternal Tor- 
ments, muſt needs fall upon him. He muſt 
con{ider the admirable Lowe of God in ſending 
him in this his Sinful and Miſerable State, a 
Saviour to redeem him from deſtruCtion by 
the Sacrifice of his own moſt Precious Blood ; 
an 
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and to invite him by his Goſpel to Repentance 
and Faith, and to promiſe him the aſſiſtance 


of his Holy Spirit of Grace to reſtore him to 


Holineſs, and to fit him for the benefits of 
Redemption , the* Pardox of his Sins, and 
Eternal Happineſs with God in his Kingdom 
of Glory. Such conſiderations as theſe muſt 
beget in us a deep and humble ſenſe of our wile- 
ze(s and wretcheaneſs ; a godly forrow for beha- 
ving our ſelves ſo unworthily towards God, 
ſinking much below the digaity which he 
gave us ; a holy Shame and indignation a- 
gainſt our ſelves for this; a judging and con- 
demning our ſelves as worthy to periſh, and to 
be puniſhed everlaſtingly ; and a moſt ear- 
neſt deſire of God's Mercy and Favour; a 
firm belief of all that he hath already done for 
us in Chrift; fervent Prayer for the renewing 
and ſanQifying Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, to 
qualitie us for a full Pardon and eternal Salva- 
tion: And /aftly, an unfeigned reſolution to 
endeevour henceforward to mortifie all our 
laſts, to reſiſt all temptations to Sin, to uſe 
all rhe means of Holineſs, to Serve God ac- 
cording to the rules of the Goſpel; and ſo do- 
ing, to caſt our ſelves upon the Mercy of God 
through the zerits of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
Now all this is but our firſt extrance into a 
ſtate of Repentance, which is alſo the only 


Sate of Salvation on Earth. This 1s that 
which 
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which qualifieth perſons of ripe age for Bap- 
t;ſm ; and this is that which Baptized Infants 
are obliged to by gs as ſoohas they come 
to years of underſtanding. And this; tho 
but the beginzing of a Penitent Life; isenough 
for thoſe who live no longer : And implieth 
in it a great deal, too little thought on by 
many. As firſt, A change of mind and judg- 
ment z our underſtanding being fo far enlight- 
ned, that we judge otherwiſe of God and osr 
ſelves, of Heaven and Earth, of Good and 
Evil, than we did before. We priſe and va- 
lue God, and Heaven, and Holineſs above all 
things whatſoever, even life it ſelf : And we 
cannot think well of our ſelves, nor value 
any thing in the World without theſe. Se- 
condly, Such a change of defirc and will; that all 
our deſire is to pleaſe and honour God; arid 
by that means to be reſtored to, and continue 
i his favour ; and not to pleaſe our ſelves in 
any thing wherewith we know God 1s dil- 
pleaſed. Our wills are refolved to conſult no 
longer with Fleſh and Blood; nor to be gui- 
ded by our own corrupt inclinations and 
judgment, but wholly by the will of God , 
the Goſpel of ] x s us Chriſt, and the Grace 
of the Holy Spirit. Thirdly, Such a change of 
rh and endeavour, that juſt now we ſet our 
elves in goodearneſt on the great work, daily 
tiortifying and C__ the Fleſh with its 
cortuft 
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corrupt affeQtionsand luſts, and cleanſing our 
ſelves from all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, 
perfefting Holineſs in the Fear of the-Lord, 
'This1s the firlt beginning of Repentance;, and 
if we have not done. this, whatever we flat- 
teringly think of onr ſelves, wa. have ir all 
yet to begin. And yetis this, 'I fear, a great 
deal more, thaa many who have a long time 
pleas'd themſelves with a conceit that they 
are Sincere Penitents, have at any time yet 
well thought on. 

Stcoxdly, After this unfeigned reſolution to 
live a Godly life, there mult be a conſtant care 
upon our Souls to make good this reſolution, and 
to carry on this change, thus happily begun, 
unto perfe&tion. We muſt enter upon an ha- 
birual courfe of governing our-'l houghts; 
Words and ACtions, by the-Word of God ; 
of denying our {clves in all the vile defires, 
ſinful inclinations and luſtings of corrupt Na- 
ture; andof uſing all fit means of ſubduing 
the Fleſh unto the Spirit, and of growing in 
Graces and in the knowledsz of our Lord 
Jzsns Chrift, And here again is much 
more than is, I fear, by all of us well 
thought on. As Firft, A conſtant fixing our 
thoughts upon God 2s MuUCi1 as we can, as 
always preſent with us, leeing and obſerving 
our whole behaviour ; an Eye 1nall things to 
his Will and Commandments ; being careful 
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to leave nothing undone that he hath enjoined 
us, to do nothing that he hath forbidden z to 
obſerve che preſcribed method and manner of 
doing every duty, as being always under hus 
eye. Secondly, A very diligent and frequent 
Hnbine into, and reviewing of all 'theſe 
things; obſerving narrowly what has been 
defective or amiſs any way, that we may be 
duly humbled, and all may be for the future 
amended. Thirdly, A conſtant watchin? and 
ſtanding upon our guard againit all Temptations, 
whereby we may be drawn to commit evil, 
or neglect the good which is our duty, or td 
be {lizht and careleſs in the doing of it. Laſtly, 
A daily «ſing of the helps of reading, hearing 
meditating, praying, converſing with pious 
company, or whatever may be a ';eans of pre- 
ſerving our hearts in a Pex:tent and holy teni- 
per, and of encreaſing our love to God and 
Holineſs, and our hatred of Sin. He that is 
not careful to do this, as well as he can, is fer 
trom true Repentance. I” ; 
Laſtly, After all our utmoſt care, becauſe 
of the weakneſs of our Nature, throvgh in- 
cogitancy, and ſurprize, and a multitude of 

unavoidable buſineſs of this life, we ſhal 
find, that in many things we offend all. Arid 
therefore we mult often examine owr ſelves, 
and diſcovering our failings as well as we car, 
we are ſtill as wediſcover chem, to zpent of 
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them; and concluding with our ſelves, that 
many of them may have ſlipt away, and eſca- 

ed our obſervation ; we are, together with 
thoſe we have found out, to pray for the par- 
don of our ſecret Faults. - And here firſt, 
The /exſe of our numerous Infirmities muſt 
make us continually more *and 'more humble 


and wile in our own eyes, and take down all 


that confidence we are too apt to have of our 
ſelves, more and more convince us of the ne- 
ceſſity of grace,and ſend us to God to implore, 
in the moſt humble and fervent manner, his 
ſtrength in our weakneſs. And ſecondly, We 
ought to give glory to God 1n humbling our 
ſelves before the World; and conteſling by our 
whole behaviour, that we eſteem of our {lves 
as vile Sinners, unworthy of God s Bleſlings, 
and ſuch as think it becomes us to humble our 
ſelves toall whom we have offended, to make 
them all the ſatisfa&tion we can, to ask them 
forgiveneſs, and beg their Prayers to God for 
his forgiveneſs of us. 

All this is neceſlarily implied in the Duty 
of Repentance. And how eaſe is it then to 
ſee, that many who think themſelves Peni- 
tents, are miſtaken in their duty ? Yea, how 
many of them who ſcem to be Perſons not of 
the worſt temper, but far better than the moſt 
of us are, never repent at all, merely becauſe 
they never yet well conlider'd what Repen- 
Tance 
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tance is. It is no leſs than hath been faid ; 
So that no one that hath not well conſidered, 
and unfeignedly reſolved, and is not always 
careful to avoid Sin, and lead a holy life ; no 
one that /overh not God more than all things, 
or that haterh not Sin more than all Evils; no 
one that is not more deſirous to honour God, 
than to pleaſe himſelt; none that examines 
not his own heart and his ways often, or that 
ſtudieth not the Word of God conſtantly, or 
jþuns not all Temptations carefully, or 
refiſts them not ſtoutly 3 none that is proud ot 
himſelf, or is not deeply and humblingly ſenſi- 
ble of his own vileneſs ; none that continneth 
in any known (in, or wilfully and ordinarily 
omitteth any known duty : none, I ſay, that 
labours not as much as he can, to be a good 
Chriſtian in all things according to the Goſpel 
of Chrift, is to account himſelf a true Peni- 
tent. 

2. Andnow, if we find not our ſelves true 
Penitents yet, let us, as we value Go |'s Ho- 
nour, and.our own Salvation, wake haſte to 
be ſo. Oh what a wretched piece of folly is 
it to tocaſt our whole happineſs upon a mere 
uncertainty ! What an unaccountabie mad- 
neſs is it, inſtead of making our Calling and 
Election ſure, to make them every day we 
live more and more uncertain to us? Is this 
all the kindneſs that we can afford our {clves, 

N 2} that 


199 FTheSin and Danger 


that we will rather venture to be miſerable 
for ever, than take a little pains in time to 
prevent ir ? Had we rather weep fruitleſly 
for our Torments, than weep ſavingly for our 
Sins? For a little brutiſh Pleaſure , which 
though we have to day, we are not ſure we 
ſhall have to morrow, ſhall we hazard the 
unexpreſlible Pleaſures of Eternity, which we 
ma\ mateſwe of to day, but make it a very 
duubtful point, if we delay to make ſure of 
them to day , whether we. ſhall ever enjoy 
them, do what we can hereafter? Do we 
any of us know, how ſoon the Door will be 
ſhur upon us, and there ſhall be no entrance 
for us into Heaven 2 Why then will we imi- 
tate the fooliſh V-rgins, and rather thuſe to 
Peep away the opportunity, than ſcek to have 
.our Lamps furniih'd with O// in due ſeaſon ? 
If we be taken unprovided, we know it will 
be 1n vain at laſt to cry, Lord, Lord, open nn- 
tou; Chriſt's Anſwer will be ready, Yerily 
T ſay unto you, I know you pot, *'atth. XXV. 
12. Thoſe who have worn the Devil's Li- 
very ſo long, Chriſt will not own art laſt for 
Perſons of his Retinue. 

_ O why will wedeal worſe with God, and 
our own Souls, than we are wont to do with 
any thing elſe of the meaneſt concern to us ? 
When we are in any trouble of body or eſtate, 
we 2re 1n great halte to be relieved ; neither 


delay 
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delay we to accept of help when 'tis firſt ten- 
dered to us. When any one offers us a good 
gift, or other conſiderable kindneſs, we are 
not wont to bid him ſtay till ro morrow. 
What an untoward humour is this in us? 
God made haſte to reſtore fallen Man, and 
to comfort him with the promiſe of aSawionr; 
Our Saviour made haſte when the time was 
come to ſhed his precious Blood for our Re- 
demption ; The Holy Ghoſt hath not delay*d 
by the Word and Miniſtry to beſeech us to be 
reconciled to God. But we delay ſtill, as 
though, whatever elſe be, yet nothing that is 
meant to bring us towards Heaven and Happi- 
eſs were worth regarding. 

Whilſt we delay our Repentance, we give 
the Devil, our Adverſary, all the Advaxtages 
he can deſire to have of us. The holy An- 
gels of God would rejoice to ice one of us re- 
pent, Luke XV. 7, 10. And had we rather 
gratify the Devil by our Damnation, than 
have the.holy Angels rejoice ar our Salvition ? 
Whilſt we delay, the Devil needs not tempt 
us, nor ſeek to devour us; we tale care to 
ſave him that labour, by wilfully continuing 
in his power; and if hereafter we {hall think 
of repenting, we have already taken care that 
he ſhall not want matter for a tzmptation 
from our long impenitence. Yea, we give 
him ſo ſure hold of us, that we ſhall not cafi- 
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ly break looſe from him. We have giveq 
him fo long experience of our yielding tem- 
per, that he is never to ſeek how to fit our 
humour with a ſuitable Temptation, neither 
can he doubt of always prevailing, where he 
hath prevail'd ſo often. Hitherto he hath 
befool'd us, by perſuading us *tis always too 
ſoon to grow wiſe; and having been fools 
ſo long, he will the more eaſily perſuade us 
hereafter, becauſe with a fairer colour of rea- 
ſan, that it is then too late. 

' How many of our temper hath the Devil 
gat into Hell already, by perſuading them 
*is already too ſqon, till they find it too late? 
What would thoſe miſerable Souls, who have 
been thug befool'd into Torments, now give, 
if they had it, for ſuch an opportunity of re- 
penting as we now have ? O why then ſhould 
ye now loſe the opportunity we have, and 
giddily venture thereby ſuddenly to fall into 
that remedileſs condition they are now in ? 
The next day, or hour, for ought we know, 
may lodge us for ever with them in Hell; ang 
then ſhall we have weeping,and wailing. and 
gnaſhing of teeth for evermore. Thoſe tears of 
Repentance, which will not then quench, 
might now prevent thoſe unquenchable 
Flames from taking hold of us. 

' O that we could every day really imaging 
our ſelves juſt under the ſtroke of Death ! and 
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that the apprehenſion thereof might awake us 
into a ſerious conſideration of that Eternal 
State we then muſt enter into! What haſte 
would we then be in to make as ſure as we 
could of eſcaping thoſe dreadful Torments, 
the very thoughts whereof, ſeem torment e- 
nough ? What ſtrange Agonies of Soul have 
many dying ſinners fallen into, who have lived 
jovially all their days ? What thoughts have 
ſome of us, it may be, had, when in ſome 
fit of ſickneſs we apprehended Dearh a 
proaching near us ? How penitent, how reli- 
ious ſeem'd we then to grow all on a ſudden ! 
ow came we to be of ſuch a different temper 
- then, from that which we were in before? O, 
we {aw our ſelves,in all appearance, then juſt 
on the very brink of Eternity ; we thought 
our ſelves jult ſtepping into Hell,if we repent- 
ed not ; and then we thought it time to re- 
pent indeed, and that it ſtood us upon as much 
as our Souls were worth to make haſte. And 
may we not be this moment, for ought we 
know, if the very ſame danger that we then 
thought our ſe]ves in? Do we know,any of us, 
that there 15 ſo much as one day, or one hour, 
betwixt this moment and Eternity ? And why 
then are we not now in as great halte to re- 
pent, as we were in then? How many that 
delay from time to time, are, when they leaſt 
fear it, knock'd down with a ſudden blow ? 
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How many are cut off in the very aCt of ſin, 
when ſecyre in themſelves, and thinking on 
no ſuch thing as dying, they were in Hel! be. 


fore they thought that death was near them ? 
Is nor our delaying our Repentance the like- 
lieft way inthe World to provoke Almighty 
God to ſend out one of theſe ſwift Arrows to 
deſtroy us? O let us be ready, for it may come 
in an hour that we think not. Whilſt we þ 
confidently promiſe our ſelves to morrow, and 
flatter our {elves with purpoſes of repenting 
then, a ſudden deſtruEtion, a Phrenzy, a ſtu- 
pidity, or we know not what, may arreſt us, 
and not give us leave ſo much as to think that 
we are Sinners; or to fay, Lord have mercy 
ON Us. 

Doth not God ſcem, for this very reaſon, to 
conceal both the time, and the 9zanzer of our 
death from us,that we may be the more watch- 
ful, and take the more care to be always rea- 
dy for dying at whatever hour, or in whatever 
way it ſhall pleaſe him to take us hence ? 
Dii we certainly know before-hand , juſt 
when , and how we muſt die, we would 
venture the more boldly to ſpend our time 
in ſin an! vanity, till we knew the time 
was near ; and then it may be ſome few days 
before, become a litcle more {crious ; juſt as it 
is £5: C:1!tome of too many at this time to do 
beture a Sacrament. Theretore God will not 
have 
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have us to know the time of our death, that 
we not knowing but it may be to morrow, 
may be every day ready ; and ſo he may have 
the honowr, and we the comfort of a pious life. 

Moreover, as was before ſaid, T ocontinue 
in fin, in hopes that we may repent hereafter, 
as it 15 to fin that grace way abownd, which is a 
thing (it we believe the Apoſtle) greatly to be 
abhorred, Rom.VT.z Sois it the moſt effeQual 
courſe we can take toſhorren our days, and to 
prevent the benefit wehope for.The fear of the 
Lord prolongeth days; but the years of the wicked 
ſball be ſhortened : The hope of the righteous ſhall 
be pladneſs, but the expeitation of the wicked 
ſhall periſh, Prov. X. 27, 28. 

Again, We can hardly give any rational 
account, why God ſhould ſo ſtrictly, and 
under ſo ſevere Penalties enjoin us the practice 
of many excellent Vertues, and forbid us ma- 
ny foul Sins, if we may hope to pleaſe him, 
and be ſaved by a very /ate, or death-bed Re- 
pentance. Can ſuch Vertues as Sobriety, Tem: 
perance and Chaſtity, and many more, be 
thought commanded us as the proper Exerci- 
ſes of a ſick and dying man? Can the Sins of 
Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, Chambering and 
Wantonne(s, Murther, Theft, Ambition, Co- 
vetouſneſs, and more ſuch like, be forbidden 
upon pain of damnation, leſt a man ſhould be 
guilty of them on his Death-bead, or in his laſt 
Jicks 
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Sickneſs ; when 'tis ſomewhat hard to con. 
ceive, how a man ſhould have any thoughts 


of them? Or can we conceive, that themean- 


ing of ſuch Commands is no more but this ; 
You muſt either do theſg Duties, and avoid 
theſe Sins, while you live, or repent that you 
have not done fo, when you are about to die ? 
What were this but to ſay, That all the Com- 
mands of holy living ſignify no more, but this, 
Thar a man may ſafely break them all whilſt 
he liveth ; if he can but keep them, when he 
can break them no more ; or be ſorry that he 
hath broken them, when he is afraid he is juſt 
going to be damn'd for it; or reſolve to keep 
them, when he thinks he can live no longer ! 

W hat probability is there, that any Reſolu- 
tion of repenting hereafter, is ſincere ? We 
cannot abſolutely reſolve to repent hereafter,be- 
cauſe we cannot certainly know that we ſhall 
live hereafter; and if we reſolve but conditio- 
aally,to repent hercafter, that 1s, on ſuppoſition 
that we ſhall live to repent , we muſt ſeem 
content to be damn'd, it we dye before that 
timc come, becauſe we know, 'That without 
Repentance we muſt be damn'd. I think one 
cannot in good earneſt reſolve to repent,ualeſs 
he immediately do repent, when he reſolves 
upon it. How can any one imagine it too ſoon 
ro do what he knows neceſſary to be done, 
and yer may never be done, if not juſt now * 
No 
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No man can with any colour of reaſon be 
thought in earneſt, when he faith he refol 
veth todo that another day, which he knows 
is to be done every day, and mult of neceflity 
be done ſometime,and yet he knows not whe- 
ther he ſhall have another day or no. It's plain, 
ſuch a man doth not reſdlve at all to repeat, 
for he loves it not,and that's the reaſon he doth 
it not now,and will ſtil] be as good a reaſon not 
to do it then; but in truth,all he reſolves upon, 
1s, not to repent now, or to drive it off yet 
longer, and that's no reſolution at all to repent. 

What folly is it to drive off our Repen- 
tance, till we be ſcourged and laſh'd unto it ? 
If we make not haſte of our ſelves, and God 
have yet any kindneſs left in ſtore for us, he 
will whip ustoit. If we will not otherwiſe 
awake out of {leep, Godz it he have not alrea- 
dy determin'd we ſhall ſleep on unto death, 
will awake us with his Rod. And whether 
had the Prodigal better have ſtaid in his Fa- 
ther's Houſe, and continued in his Love, and 
under his conſtant Care and Providence, by 
obeying him at firſt; or have wandred abroad, 
as he did, till extreme want and 1ll uſage drove 
him home ? If we will be ſaved, we muſt re- 
pent ; and is it not a very fooliſh thing to ſtay 
till the whip drive us to it ? Eſpecially when 
*tis doubtful, whether or no the Repentance 
which begins in Fear, will end in Love,which 
yet 
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yet if it donot, it will never bring us to- Sal 
vation. wag! | 

And now after all this, I hope none will be 
ſo fooliſh as to flatter themſelves with a vain 
conceit of their being Pexzitexts,when they are 
not ; or to encourage themſelves with as vain 
hopes of repenting hereafter , whereof they 
can have no certainty. We find indeed oze 
Example of a dying Fenitent in the Scripture, 


who was accepted of God, and we find no 


more but one, that of the Thief upon the 
Croſs. But alas! he hath aiorded but very 
{mall Encouragement to any delaying Sin- 
ner, by his own happineſs un being crucified 
by the fide of his Saviour, Here is, as I 
ſaid, but one ſingle Example, and yet had 
there been ten thouſand ſuch as this one was, 
I do not ſee how they could any more encou- 
rage a conſidering man to delay his Repen- 
tance one hour, becauſe no one knows whe» 
ther after that hour he ſhall have ſo much 
time as that MalefaCtor had to Repent in, tho 
it was very ſhort, or whether in that ſhort 
time he ſhall repent as he did. Had never 
any Offender bur one, been pardon? | by any 
King, could this be any reaſonable encourage- 
ment to all the Rebels and Malefactors in the 
Countrey to hold on rebelling, robbing, ſteal- 
ing, murthering, and committing all for.s of, 
capital Crimes in hopes of a Pardon ; only 

becaule 


PSSPCOaoOC DOS = ©=a9v> = F rr mms ©, ms 


— 
— 


of delaying Repentance. 199 


becauſe once it feH ous that fome:ſuch Offen- 
der. was -pardon'd ? Indeed; it. will follow 
hence , that' ſuch a Pardon. may” poſſibly be 
obtain'd , becauſe - it was obtain'd : but it 
follows not- that it may ordixarily or probably 
be obtain'd , becauſe it never was any more 
than once obtain'd, that we know of. Be- 
ſides, This is indced an Example of a /ate-Re- 
pentance; and many Examples of a late Re- 
pentance there are beſides this, though hardly 
another of one ſo late : but we are not ſure 
it isan Example of a delayed Repentance ; for 
we cannot find that this late Penitent ever one 
minute delayed his Repentance after he was 
called to it, and convinced that it was his 
duty. And indeed, ſeeing this man's caſe was 
very extraordinary, he that would encourage 


himſelf by it , ought firſt to ſee that his own 


Caſe, in all conſiderable circumſtances, be 
like unto it. 

If any one ask, What courſe 1s to be taken 
by thoſe'who have long delay'd their Repen- 
tance, but are not yctin appearance near un- 
to death ? I know not what better Advice to 
give him than this : That he delay it no lon- 
ger, but make all the haſte that -oſſibly he can 
to repent now : And by how much the more 
time he hath already loſt, let him uſc ſo much 
the more care and diligence to improve that 
little which is yet behind, to his beſt advan- 
tage. 
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tage: - Such an onethad need to give himſelf; 
in a manner, wholly henceforward to this 
great Work, and ſhould not ſuffer any buſi. 
neſs that he can well ſhun, to diſturb him in 
it. . He ſhould not now grudge to pinch him- 
delf of time in relation to all bodily and 
worldly Concerns, as much as he did God 
and his own Soul before; or to beſtow 
as much upon theſe; if he can poſſibly, as he 
uſed to do upon thoſe; No ſelt-examination; 
no humiliation, no prayers, no tears, no ſtri- 
ving to do good, can be too much. He had 
need to do almoſt nothing elſe but bewail his 
ſinful life, denying himſclf all the Pleaſures, 
and all the Comforts of this World, fave only 
the neceſſary ſupports of life. This ſeems to 
me the leaſt he can' do, to fatisfy himſelf of 
the ſincerity of ſo late a Repentance; or to lay 
a foundation for a comfortable hope of God s 
acceptance. I ſhall now conclude the whole 
Diſcourſe with thoſe words ; 1/a. LV. 6; 7. 
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
rpon him while he is near. Let the wicked for- 
ſake his way, and the unrioehteous man hut 
thou:hts: and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy; and to our God; for ht 
will abundantly pardon. | 
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